
Whereas, LA Metro is considering implementing a Universal Student Transit Pass Program at colleges and 
universities in LA County; 

Whereas, several transit operators and colleges in LA County have robust programs resulting in exceptional 
increases in student transit ridership and reductions in student driving, including: Foothill Transit and Rio Hondo 
College; the Big Blue Bus and Santa Monica College; Long Beach Transit and Cal State Long Beach;  

Whereas, such a program could represent a significant expansion of student transit access -- just as the county 
undertakes a dramatic expansion of our transit system – encouraging students to make decisions about where to live 
and work based on the proximity of transit and laying a foundation for a more transit-oriented culture in LA 
County;    

Whereas funding to help cover the cost of such a universal student transit pass program could include funding from: 

• The State of California's Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund and the Low Carbon Transit Operations 
Program; 

• The Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction and Review Committee (MSRC); 
• the anticipated local sales tax measure likely to be on the November 2016 ballot; 

Whereas, in addition, robust student transit pass programs typically incorporate reasonable increases in student 
registration fees to help fund the program -- typically $10-$20/semester, or about $3-$5/month -- usually after votes 
of approval by either the Associated Students or by all students;   

Whereas, studies of similar deeply discounted, fare-free student transit pass programs around the US demonstrate 
significant increases in student transit ridership and significant reductions in student driving; 

Whereas, a program like this could significantly increase transit ridership and reduce traffic congestion on streets 
and boulevards near campuses as well as throughout the county; 

Whereas, such a program could make it easier and cheaper for students to access education as well as jobs – since 
many students must work while attending school;  

Whereas, such a universal student transit pass program could significantly reduce air pollution and GHG emissions 
in LA County; 

Whereas, such a program could significantly reduce the need for colleges to use campus land for expensive parking 
structures when the land and money could be better used for educational purposes; 

Whereas, such a program, if implemented now as we are dramatically expanding the transit system in LA County, 
represents a once-in-a-lifetime convergence of opportunity to significantly, even dramatically, increase transit use 
without financial burdens on LA Metro. 

Therefore, we the undersigned support LA Metro’s efforts to develop and implement a universal student transit 
pass program that looks beyond its current discounted student pass, which is only available by direct purchase to 
fulltime students for $43/month; 

Therefore, we urge LA Metro to look to programs implemented by other transit operators and college and university 
partners to identify best practices, for example, by Long Beach Transit, Santa Monica Big Blue Bus, and Foothill 
Transit;  

Therefore, to ensure the greatest possible increase in ridership, we urge that the program: 



• Enable participation by all students, full-time or part-time, as well as faculty and staff;  
• Be supported through robust marketing partnerships between Metro and individual schools; 
• Spread costs over as large a population as possible so disadvantaged students are fully able to participate; 

Therefore, we encourage LA Metro to work diligently to find supplemental revenue sources that will make these 
transit passes affordable even to students from lower-income families; 

Therefore, we urge LA Metro to be creative and resolute in pursuit of this goal following the challenge issued by 
Metro CEO Phil Washington when he created the Office of Extraordinary Innovation at LA Metro, saying “we 
believe it’s time for mining and implementing the most out-of-the box and innovative strategies the transportation 
industry has ever seen in this country.”  An innovative and truly universal student transit pass program in the most 
populous county in our nation would measure up to that challenge. 

	  


