
Training the next generation of primary care physicians is critical to meeting Michigan’s 
health care needs.
• One in six Michigan adults reports not having a personal doctor.
• By 2020, Michigan is projected to be short 4,400 primary care doctors.
• Right now, Michigan needs an additional 233 primary care doctors to adequately provide services to more than  

2 million people who currently do not have access to care.

Funding for Graduate Medical Education programs must be tied to future workforce 
demands.
• In 2014, Michigan taxpayers helped support $163 million in graduate medical education programs, but only $21 million (13 

percent) of that funding went to primary care training. 
• Seventy-seven of Michigan’s 83 counties include a designated Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA), where primary 

care doctors are desperately needed.

Health Centers must be codified in state law as the pipeline for state medical schools  
and Graduate Medical Education programs to place primary care residents in  
underserved areas. 
• Research suggests that physicians tend to practice where they train, making it all the more important that up and coming 

providers train in medically underserved areas. 
• The state has acknowledged the need for more primary care physicians in underserved areas, as evidenced by the creation 

of the MiDocs residency program consortium.
• But in Michigan, there is no greater network of primary care providers focusing on population health and disease 

management in underserved areas than Health Centers. 
• By coordinating with the MiDocs consortium, Health Centers can help our state more responsibly use its Medicaid 

graduate medical education funding and place primary care physicians where they’re needed most.  

Recommendation
• As part of the Fiscal Year 2018 budget, we recommend the state formally identifies Michigan’s Health Centers in the 

MiDocs Consortium boilerplate language as the pipeline for state medical schools and Graduate Medical Education 
programs to place primary care residents in underserved areas.   

Policy Priorities: Graduate Medical Education

mpca.net • 517.381.8000 • 101 South Washington Square, Suite 820 • 7215 Westshire Drive • Lansing, MI


