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 The Shia Hazara of Pakistan;
A Community Under Siege

Addendum
(16th April, 2012)

More than three months have passed since the initial publication of “The Shia Hazara of Pakistan; A 
Community Under Siege” in early January 2012.  During this time, the city of Quetta, the Province of 
Balochistan, and the nation as a whole have witnessed a surge in the number of assassinations and mass-
murders targeting Shiites and other Pakistani religious minorities.  The banned organization, Lashkar-
e-Jhangvi continues to claim responsibility for nearly all such attacks, while its chief Deputies, Malik 
Ishaq and Ghulam Rasool Shah have recently been released from prison and now roam freely around the 
country holding rallies to propagate their Wahhabi-inspired sectarian hatred.   

Yet despite these claims and the multitude of other theories about the real reasons and responsibility for 
sectarianism in Pakistan, there is only one viable conclusion to be made: sectarian violence and murder 
in Pakistan is committed by anonymous criminals acting under complete impunity from the laws of the 
land.  It is not an exaggeration to say that perpetrators of sectarian violence in Pakistan face no threat of 
legal action or punishment.  Rather they are emboldened to act by the fear and helplessness they induce in 
victims’ families, communities, and society at large.  

In the face of this crisis, Pakistan’s police, law enforcement agencies, and judiciary are unable or 
unwilling to intervene.  Whether due to fear, complacency or outright incompetence, those responsible 
for investigating and prosecuting acts of sectarian violence have failed to act.  The resulting lawlessness 
and criminal impunity afforded to sectarian murderers has now reached unprecedented levels.  It is under 
these tragic circumstances that, we, the authors of this report, working on behalf of the Shia Hazara 
Community of Quetta and all religious minorities of Pakistan, have resolved to publish this addendum as 
both a factual update and an urgent call to action.    

The Continued Deterioration of Quetta

The publication of Lashkar-e-Jhangvi’s open letter calling for genocidal extermination of the Shia Hazara 
people (see page 12 of the report) marks the beginning of this current phase of sectarian mass-murder on 
the streets of Quetta.  In the three months immediately following the release of letter, there were at least 
16 incidents of assassination and mass-murder in which 53 Shia Hazara men, women, and children were 
killed and at least 75 more injured.1  During the same period not a single suspect was brought to justice, 
nor were any efforts made by Balochistan’s law enforcement agencies to investigate crimes, intervene in 
the community, or apprehend known suspects.  

Following a relative lull in the attacks from mid-December 2011 to early February 2012—during which 
time only five Hazaras were murdered—the motorcycle-borne, AK-47 wielding assassins of the LeJ have 
now returned to the streets of Quetta in full force.  In the past month alone, there have been at least eight 

1 	See	page	38,	Appendix	B:	Statistical	Summary	of	Murders	of	Shia	Hazara,	1998-Present.
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such attacks, taking place in broad daylight at point blank range on the bustling streets of Quetta city.  The 
most recent of these are described below.2  

•	 Monday 26th March, 6PM (two dead): Two Hazara youth, Ejaz Hussain and Ali Asghar (ages 21 
and 23) were shot dead by motorcycle-borne attackers on Sabzal Road in Quetta.  The two youth 
were apparently returning home from their jobs when they were spotted by the assailants who 
recognized them as Hazaras.  The attackers opened fire at point blank then drove off freely down 
the crowed street.3

•	 Thursday 29th March, 9AM: (seven dead including one woman, four injured): Five people 
were killed instantly, and six others sustained injuries (of which two later succumbed), when a van 
carrying people belonging to the Hazara community was ambushed on Spini Road in Quetta by 
motorcycle-borne attackers.  According to witnesses, the attackers sprayed the van with AK-47 fire 
for approximately five minutes then drove off freely down Spini Road.4  

•	 Tuesday, 10th April, 4PM (six dead): Six Hazara men were shot dead while sitting drinking tea at 
a neighborhood shoe repair shop.  The attackers entered the store, sprayed the victims with AK-47 
fire at point blank range then immediately fled on motorcycle.5

•	 Thursday 12th April, 5PM (three dead, one critically injured):  Assailants on motorbike 
opened fire at a Hazara owned tea shop on Shahrae Iqbal Road in Quetta, killing a customer 
instantly and critically injuring the owner. A few minutes later, the same men attacked another 
shop belonging to the Hazara community on Archer Road, around 500 meters from Shahrae 
Iqbal Road, killing the owner and one customer.  The attackers escaped without hindrance on 
motorcycle.6

•	 Saturday 14th April, (at least eight dead, several injured): Motorcycle-borne assailants carried 
out at least two separate attacks, the first an ambush of  a Hazara passenger van and the second a 
drive-by shooting of several Hazara men standing on a street corner near Sabzal Road in Quetta.7

The Local Response

In the wake of these attacks, anonymous individuals purporting to represent the Lashkar-e-Jhangvi have 
called national media outlets to claim responsibility and again declare their genocidal intentions against 
the Shia Hazara Community of Quetta.  Meanwhile, the Balochistan Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
has vowed to form a special task force charged with arresting the terrorists and protecting the Shia Hazara 
community.  He claims that joint operations between the Frontier Corps and Provincial Police have 

2 	See	page	5	of	the	addendum	for	a	statistical	summary	of	recent	attacks	compiled	by	members	of	the	NGO	
Hazara	Quomi	Jirga.

3 	The	Express	Tribune,	“Two	killed	in	suspected	Quetta	sectarian	attack,”	26	March	2012.	See:	http://tribune.
com.pk/story/355237/two-killed-in-suspected-quetta-sectarian-attack/

4 	The	Express	Tribune;	March	29th	2012;	“Targeted	killings:	5	Hazaras,	2	UN	workers	shot	dead;”	see:	http://
tribune.com.pk/story/357306/targeted-killings-five-hazaras-two-un-workers-shot-dead-in-quetta-mastung/

5 	The	Express	Tribune;	April	10	2012,	see:	http://tribune.com.pk/story/362268/community-under-assault-
six-hazaras-killed-in-quetta-sectarian-attack/

6 	Dawn	News;	April	12	2012,	see:	http://dawn.com/2012/04/13/three-hazara-men-shot-dead/

7 	Dawn	News,	14	April	2012,	“Eight	Shia	Muslims	gunned	down	in	Quetta”	see:	http://dawn.
com/2012/04/14/firing-in-quetta-kills-seven-injures-one/
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already “rounded up 45 suspects in five days from various locations in Quetta;” yet no evidence of the 
arrests has been provided and  the attacks continue unabated.8 

For its part, the Balochistan High Court has also failed to respond in an effective manner.  It has held 
two additional 4-hour hearings (since December 2011) regarding the September 2011 Massacre at 
Mastung (described in the introduction of this report).  In the first, the court heard arguments on the 
“maintainability” of the Suo Motto petition, which is to say that the state’s lawyers argued it was 
unconstitutional for a provincial high court to entertain Suo Motto requests in crimes where no suspects 
have been named.  In the second hearing, on March 22nd, the chief justice questioned officials from 
the Crimes Investigation Department (CID) about the progress of their investigation.  In response CID 
officials presented the video clip of the massacre which is widely available on YouTube and referred to 
in the January edition of this report.  CID officials stated that other than the video they had collected no 
additional evidence, nor had they identified any suspects.  The chief justice closed the hearing by stating 
he was extremely disappointed in the failure of CID personnel to pursue the investigation appropriately.9

Shia Genocide in Pakistan Gains National Attention

The Hazara people of Quetta are perhaps the most densely concentrated, easily identifiable, and most 
vulnerable Shia population of Pakistan. They have suffered disproportionately at the hands of sectarian 
murderers who operate freely inside the country.  However, their community is by no means unique in 
this respect.  There are numerous other Shia communities throughout the provinces of Punjab, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, and Gilgit-Baltistan who are readily targeted by sectarian terrorists, mercenaries, and 
armed mobs.  By various media estimates,10 at least 174 Shia men, women, and children have been 
murdered in the past three months, including hundreds of individual assassinations and at least three 
major roadside massacres, listed below:

•	 15th January bombing attack on a religious procession in the city of Rahim Yar Kahn in which 
34 Shia men and boys were killed and at least 50 injured.

•	 22nd February mass-murder of 20 Shia pilgrims in the Kohistan district of KPK as they were 
returning by bus to their homes in Gilgit city.

•	 3rd April mass-murder of an estimated 14 to 80 Shia men and boys in the Chilas District of 
Gilgit Baltistan.  A convoy of least six passenger buses was stopped by armed supporters of Ahle 
Sunnat Wal Jamaat (formerly Sipah-e-Sihaba); passengers were segregated by checking their 
identity documents; those found or believed to be Shia Muslims were shot dead, many others 
were kidnapped, while others were stoned and tortured with acid.11   

  
The recent scourge of sectarian murder in Balochistan and throughout the country has led to a predictable 
increase in the amount of attention being paid to the issue by news media and political leaders.   
Numerous editorials and commentaries have been written denouncing the killings and promoting a 

8 	Ibid.	

9 	All	information	regarding	Balochistan	High	Court	hearings	has	been	provided	directly	to	the	authors	by	
Barrister	Iftikha	Raza	Khan,	the	Hazara	community’s	sole	legal	representative	at	the	court.					

10 	LUBP;	“A	U.S.	citizen’s	perspective	on	silent	Shia	genocide	taking	place	in	Pakistan	–	by	Rusty	Walker;”	13th	
April	2012.	accessed	from:	http://criticalppp.com/archives/75775

11 	LUBP;	“Eyewitness	accounts	of	Shia	genocide	in	Gilgit	and	Chilas	–	by	Shujat	Hussain	Mesam,”	14	April	
2012,	see:	http://criticalppp.com/archives/75456
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wide range of conspiratorial explanations; from the standard ‘Saudi-ISI connection’ to the more novel 
‘sectarianism as a cover for reopening the American/NATO supply routes.’   

Amidst the wide-ranging outrage and speculation over who is responsible for the deterioration of law and 
order in, Pakistan’s federal judiciary has vocally demanded accountability from the Provinces.  Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry convened a series of three-member panel hearings over 
the past two weeks (April 3rd-13th) in which he angrily accused the Balochistan Home Minister, Inspector 
General of Police (IGP), and other members of the Balochistan government of failing to uphold basic law 
and order in the province.  During successive hearings he threatened to suspend the IGP and at least three 
District Superintendents of Police for failing to cooperate or present themselves for questioning, either 
in person or in writing.  Chief Justice Chaudhry has promised to continue to convene panel hearings on 
Balochistan throughout the month of April, or until the situation shows signs of progress.

Next Steps

The authors of this report, working on behalf of the Shia Hazara community and all religious minorities 
of Pakistan, recommend building on this current momentum to  create a nationwide social and political 
movement.  Following from the demands made by Supreme Court Chief Justice Chaudhry, this movement 
will seek to immediately restore constitutional rights, law enforcement accountability, and security for all 
religious minorities of Pakistan.  

Toward this end, the movement will pursue the following activities:

1. Develop and publish fact-finding and investigative reports that objectively document the ongoing 
situations of sectarian violence, religious discrimination, and human rights violations in Pakistan.

2. Convene internal dialogue, solicit feedback, and enable collaborative strategizing from the 
various stakeholders of the movement; Shiites, Non-Muslim minorities, and all concerned citizens 
of Pakistan.

3. Disseminate published reports to key officials inside the Government of Pakistan, the Armed 
Forces, Law Enforcement Agencies, and the Judiciary. 

4. Liaise with and lobby key officials around the movement; educate and empower government 
officials and politicians to become effective advocates for religious freedom in Pakistan; work 
in partnership with key officials to develop legislation and programs (legal, political, and law 
enforcement) to combat and discourage religious violence in Pakistan.

5. Disseminate published reports to key officials inside foreign governments, relevant non-
governmental agencies, and multilateral institutions such as the United Nations; educate and 
empower non-Pakistani officials to apply pressure and demand action to protect the rights of 
religious minorities inside Pakistan.

6. Conduct coordinated media and popular awareness campaigns around the causes of the organization.
a. Work closely with Pakistani and international news media outlets and journalists to enable 

publication of key findings of the organization’s research and reports.
b. Build partnerships with like-minded Pakistani civil society organizations in order to develop 

broad-based popular awareness campaigns.
c. Create a comprehensive social media/video/web platform to effectively communicate the 

causes of the organization, build broad-based popular support, and enable collaboration 
amongst supporters.
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What You Can Do

As a starting point, we ask that all concerned individuals carefully read the attached report and take up 
the cause of the Shia Hazara of Quetta as their own.  Following that we ask that you join us in building a 
nationwide movement to restore law enforcement accountability and constitutional rights for every citizen 
at every level of our society.  We ask that you become a vocal advocate for religious freedom, personal 
security, and due process of law as provided for under Chapter One of the Constitution of the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan.  

We ask that you join us in taking a stand to end once and for all the criminal impunity that has been 
afforded religiously motivated criminal psychopaths in our society.  For so long as sectarian murderers 
roam freely and act with impunity, no one is safe.  Without basic law enforcement and guarantees of 
justice for minorities and other vulnerable groups of citizens, our entire nation is under threat.  Please join 
us in promoting this report and restoring justice and rule of law in Pakistan.   

Contact us at: shiahazarapakistan@gmail.com
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Appendix 1: List Of Hazara Citizens Murdered In Quetta; 
From January 2012 To April 2012

Name of Victim Age Place of Murder Date of Murder Occupation

1. Muhammad Anwar 60 Mecongi Road 25 Jan 2012 Retd. Govt. Servant 

2. Abid Nazish 36 Mecongi Road 25 Jan 2012 T.V. Artist 

3. Walayat Hussain 50 Mecongi Road 25 Jan 2012 F.I.A. 

4. Nazir Hussain PodhGali Choke 26 Mar 2012 Welder  

5. Alam Khan Aspani Road 29 Mar 2012

6. Hafiz Ullah Aspani Road  29 Mar 2012

7. Khadim Hussain Aspani Road 29 Mar 2012

8. Ms. Bakht Jamal Aspani Road 29 Mar 2012

9. Sakhi Ghulam Aspani Road 29 Mar 2012

10. Zafar Ali Aspani Road 29 Mar 2012

11. Ashiq Hussain Aspani Road 31 Mar 2012

12. Mubarak Shah Faisal Town 29 Mar 2012

13. Nadir Ali Aspani Road 29 Mar 2012

14. Ali Akbar Mecongi Road 03 April 2012 Medical Store owner

15. Ali Raza Mecongi Road 03 April 2012 Shoes Maker

16. Qurban Ali Prince Road 09 April 2012 Shoes Maker

17. Muhammad Hussain Prince Road 09 April 2012 Shoes Maker

18. Shabir Hussain Prince Road  09 April 2012 Shoes Maker

19. Nadir Ali Prince Road  09 April 2012 Shoes Maker

20. Aziz Ullah Prince Road  09 April 2012 Shoes Maker

21. Mama Abdul Karim Prince Road  09 April 2012 Shoes Maker

22. Ahmed Hussain Qandari Bazar 12 April 2012 Tea Store owner

23. Noor Muhammad Qandari Bazar 12 April 2012 Tea Store owner

24. Akbar AbdulSatar Road 13 April 2012 Security guard

25. Killi Ibrahimzai 15 April 2012

26. Killi Ibrahimzai 15 April 2012

27. Killi Ibrahimzai 15 April 2012

28. Killi Ibrahimzai 15 April 2012

29. Killi Ibrahimzai 15 April 2012

30. Killi Ibrahimzai 15 April 2012

31. Sabzal Road 15 April 2012

32. Gul Muhammad Sabzal Road 15 April 2012
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