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To be truly radical is to make hope possible, rather than despair convincing - Raymond Williams    No. 160 – 14 December 2018 
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Brisbane Ferries Dispute by Bob Carnegie 
AS REPORTED IN last week’s Branch News, MUA and 

AMOU members held a successful 48 hour strike in their 

battle to get a fair EBA. 

   Unfortunately, some workers made the conscious 

decision to do what no man or woman should ever do and 

crossed official picket lines and betrayed the men and 

women they supposedly work with.  

   Out of this dastardly action a few of our members have 

made comment on social media. The company, Transdev 

(French Transnational Transport Giant) has seen to stand 

down union members and have given them show cause 

letters. 

This is a very serious matter. 

I want to make this very, very clear, the MUA 

Queensland Branch will not stand idly by and see decent 

trade union activists intimidated by Transdev 

management bullies and trolls. We as a union collectively 

will fight you tooth and nail in defence of our members 

and fundamental trade union principles. 
 

 
 

Transdev wishes to protect those who crossed the picket 

line; those who lacked the moral courage to join with 

their fellow workers in the battle to get a fair EBA.  

   These poor mislead and misguided people will certainly 

have their hand out and take what those on the picket line 

are fighting for. 

 

Transdev, in their bully boy ways, think they can 

intimidate and crush workers’ rights for any workers who 

expresses an opinion contrary to their extreme right wing 

view of the world.  

   I can assure all those who read this Branch News that 

Transdev are in for a world of pain should they not cease 

and desist from this most horrible of intimidatory tactics 

on decent hard working trade unionists.  

   As the Queensland Branch Secretary of the MUA and a 

life long working class activist, the Branch I lead and all 

of our supporters will haunt Transdev and those 

responsible for your spineless and gutless intimidation. 

When the forces of Darkness and Evil attack one of 

our family they touch all us.  

Touch One Touch All! 

Dare to Struggle Dare to Win!  
 

Veteran’s Christmas Function and Maurie Jones 
THE ANNUAL VETERAN’S Christmas luncheon was 

held this week with some great yarns and a delicious 

meal had by all. 

   This is a photo of Maurie Jones receiving a plaque from 

the Veteran’s Committee for his outstanding work over a 

life of assisting Veterans. Congratulations Maurie! 
 
 

 
Maurie Jones with Col Davies 
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Domestic Violence 
This sad, sad story encapsulates why we must stand up 

against domestic violence and make sure any family 

under threat of violence can be found safe shelter. Bob 
 

Mother of Slain Children Found Dead: ‘Her World 

was Completely Shattered’ 
By Megan Palin and Ally Foster 

Source: https://www.news.com.au/national/nsw-act/news/mother-of-slain-
children-found-dead-her-world-was-completely-shattered/news-

story/029dbe1b883f25395c58a9bc506e23b8  
 

AN OUTPOURING OF grief has swept the nation after a 

mother was found dead, months after her ex executed 

their two kids in the same house. 
 

 
Olga Edwards, a solicitor from Sydney, was ‘irredeemably changed’ after her 

children were murdered Source: Supplied 
 

 
Siblings Jennifer, 13, and Jack Edwards, 15, were shot dead by their father 

in July this year Source: The Sunday Telegraph 
 

Australia is in mourning after a mother was found dead in 

her Sydney home five months after her estranged 

husband executed their two children in the same house 

before turning the gun on himself. 

   Police were recently unable to reach Olga Edwards, 36, 

so went to her home on Hull Road in Sydney’s West 

Pennant Hills yesterday to conduct a welfare check, and 

made the discovery. News.com.au understands her death 

is not being treated as suspicious. 

   A police source told The Daily Telegraph Ms Edwards 

had “been struggling lately” and was dreading Christmas 

without her family. “Since losing her children she has 

been in and out of hospital and police have been in 

constant contact with her and became worried when they 

didn’t hear from her,” the source said. 

   One neighbour, who didn’t provide her name, told 

news.com.au she didn’t know Ms Edwards but noticed 

her car was always parked out the front of her home — as 

if she rarely left — after her children were murdered. 

   At about 5.30pm on July 5 this year, John Edwards, 68, 

entered his estranged wife’s house and shot dead their 

two children, Jack Edwards, 15, and Jennifer Edwards, 

13, in a bedroom. Edwards, a retired financial planner, 

had tracked down the family and hired a car to stalk the 

children so they would not recognise him when he pulled 

up outside their home. He timed the chilling attack just 

before the end of school term when he knew they would 

be alone and before their mother and north shore 

solicitor, Ms Edwards, returned home from work. 

   Ms Edwards arrived home to the “horrific scene” at 

about 6.30pm and collapsed from “severe shock”. She 

was understood to be in the care of friends in the days 

following the tragedy. 

Outpouring of Grief 

The nation is reeling after the “devastating” end to this 

appalling family tragedy, with an outpouring of grief and 

shock emerging across social media. Peter Lloyd tweeted 

that it was “unfathomable the suffering she had to 

endure”, while Bede Kelleher said the story was “utterly 

tragic” and Alex Anastassiou called the story 

“shattering”. Lanie P said she had pulled over on a 

country road to cry. 

She was not the only one who said they were in tears at 

the “indescribable heartbreak”. 

   On the news.com.au Facebook page, hundreds of 

people expressed deep empathy for the pain the grieving 

mother had been going through. “She was incredibly 

strong to have lived for 5 months in what would have 

been hell, the thought of Xmas without her kids would 

have been unbearable,” Angela Hafner wrote. 

   And Madeleine Kitty Sheehan said it was “an utterly 

heartbreaking story”. “An entire family destroyed 

because of one selfish, violent man,” she said. 

“RIP Olga,” wrote Stef Annie Knight. “My heart breaks 

for you and your children.” 

   Nicola Kropach called the loss of her children an 

“unimaginable tragedy”, and Rikky Clark said it was 

“unutterably sad... every living day would have been a 

torture”. Caitlin Marchant said she could not 

“comprehend the pain that she would have been in” and 

Carlie Roberts observed that Christmas would have been 

too much for the grieving mum. “May this poor mother 

be at peace now forever with her children,” said Colleen 

Doherty. 

“Everyday would have been such a struggle. RIP Olga 

you are with your children now,” added Lisa Turner. 

Many raised the spectre of domestic violence in 

Australia. Troy McEwan noted that the death would not 

be counted as family violence but should be, and 

Melbourne lawyer Cath Devine asked what politicians 

were doing about the problem. 

   “I want to express the profound effect the news about 

Olga Edwards has had on me but I can find no adequate 

words,” wrote author Jane Caro. 

https://www.news.com.au/national/nsw-act/news/mother-of-slain-children-found-dead-her-world-was-completely-shattered/news-story/029dbe1b883f25395c58a9bc506e23b8
https://www.news.com.au/national/nsw-act/news/mother-of-slain-children-found-dead-her-world-was-completely-shattered/news-story/029dbe1b883f25395c58a9bc506e23b8
https://www.news.com.au/national/nsw-act/news/mother-of-slain-children-found-dead-her-world-was-completely-shattered/news-story/029dbe1b883f25395c58a9bc506e23b8
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‘Unspeakable Crime’ 

Edwards lived alone with his dog at the Normanhurst 

home he bought four years ago. The gunman’s body was 

found in a Normanhurst home, about 5km from the scene 

of the initial killings, about 12 hours after his children 

were found dead. 

   Police said the murders were “targeted … premeditated 

and planned” and related to domestic violence amid a 

two-year custody battle between Edwards and his wife. 

Soon after the tragedy, the first pictures of the two 

children were released to media, at the request of their 

grieving mother, as she returned home for the first time 

since the tragic event. Ms Edwards was seen being 

escorted by detectives into her rented house where her 

daughter and son were murdered. 

   Online fundraising pages were later set up to raise 

money for Russian-born Ms Edwards and her mother, 

who lives in Russia and flew to Sydney to support her 

daughter. Her mother returned to Russia earlier this week 

after Ms Edwards reportedly promised to leave the house 

after Christmas and join her permanently. “Olga’s world 

was completely shattered on 5 July when her ex husband 

murdered her two teenage children Jennifer 13 and Jack 

15 in their own home,” a My Cause fundraiser read. 

   “As Olga was originally from Russia, her only family 

in Australia was the nurturing and loving family unit she 

created for her two children in the Sydney suburb of 

West Pennant Hills. “Olga’s life has been irredeemably 

changed by an unspeakable crime and we as her 

community want to assist her in her onward journey by 

removing the burden of financial pressures and to enable 

her to focus on her healing. “More importantly, it 

provides us all with the ability to show that we care as a 

community and hopefully that will be a small balm to 

Olga’s soul.” 

   A GoFundMe fundraiser revealed Ms Edwards was 

“currently in a great distress and will possibly be out of 

work due to shock & bereavement for some time”. The 

fundraisers had collectively amassed almost $45,000 

from more than 650 donors. 

Anti-Social and Abusive  

It later emerged that Edwards had left a series of letters 

for relatives, which he handed to a friend days before he 

committed the double murder then took his own life but it 

wasn’t immediately clear what was written inside. The 

murdered teens were part of Edwards’ second family 

after he split from his first wife and two children in 2000 

or 2001. 

   Jack was a student at Pennant Hills High School and 

Jennifer attended Gosford High selective school. 

Edwards had once been the subject to an AVO, there 

were no apprehended violence orders against him at the 

present time, thus allowing him to obtain two firearms 

legally. He was described as a loner, who was anti-social 

and abusive to his children. 

   NSW Police Acting Region Commander Brett 

McFadden previously told reporters the couple had been 

in a long-term relationship. However, that had broken 

down in recent years and Edwards lived separately from 

the rest of the family at the Normanhurst address where 

he died. 

   Edwards — who described himself online as a 

“certified financial planner” — had owned the 

Normanhurst house since 2014. News.com.au 

understands Edwards was self-employed and had been 

aligned with AMP from 1995 until 2016. 

If you or someone you know needs help call Lifeline on 

13 11 14 or Beyond Blue on 1300 224 636. 
 

Superman 

Planning for a Comfortable Retirement 
What’s your idea of a comfortable 

retirement? Lifestyle is a personal 

thing, and we all have different ideas 

of what is meant by ‘comfortable’. 

Whether it’s going out for a meal once 

a week or going overseas for a holiday 

once a year, what’s important to know 

is how much you’ll need to live 

comfortably and whether you’re on 

track to achieving your idea of a comfortable retirement.  

What is meant by a ‘comfortable retirement’? 

The Association of Superannuation Funds of Australia 

(ASFA) provides a guide that sets out how much money 

is needed to fund either a ‘comfortable’ or ‘modest’ 

lifestyle in retirement. ASFA defines ‘modest’ and 

‘comfortable’ lifestyles as:  

- modest lifestyle in retirement – provides a retiree 

with a better lifestyle than that offered under the Age 

Pension, but still only able to afford basic activities; 

or 

- comfortable lifestyle in retirement – enables a 

healthy retiree to be involved in a broad range of 

leisure activities and to have a good standard of 

living through the purchase of household goods, 

private health insurance, a reasonable car, domestic 

and (occasionally) international travel.  

So how much do you need to live comfortably in 

retirement? 

According to ASFA, a couple aged between 65 and 85 

who want to live comfortably in retirement currently 

need around $60,264 a year, while those seeking a 

‘modest’ retirement lifestyle need around $39,353 a year. 

   It’s important to remember that these are indicative 

amounts only, and you may need more (or less) than this 

amount based on your idea of living comfortably in 

retirement. However, it’s a good starting point for you to 

work out how much you’ll need. 

How’s your super tracking? 

Once you have an idea of how much you’ll need each 

year, visit our website and try our calculators to get a 

better idea of your financial position. We have three 

calculators that can help you explore super savings and 

retirement income scenarios. 
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Retirement Income Calculator takes the guesswork out 

of calculating how much super you’ll end up with – it 

works out how much you’re likely to finish up with, and 

what sort of income that might provide for your life after 

work. 

Contributions Calculator calculates how much extra 

you can add to your super by making extra contributions 

and taking into account contribution caps. 

Pension Drawdown Calculator shows you know how 

long your super or pension is likely to last, and helps you 

work out the ideal income to draw from your pension 

annually. 

Once you’ve tried our calculators ask yourself: are you 

on track to achieving your retirement income target? If 

the answer is no, you’ll need to consider strategies to 

bridge the gap. 

How to boost your super 

The good news is that it’s never too late to get on track 

with your retirement savings.  

There are several ways you can boost your super: 

- make regular before-tax or after-tax contributions  

- find lost super and roll it into your Maritime Super 

account 

- make after-tax contributions whenever you can 

- change your super investment strategy to maximise 

long-term returns. 

Learn more 

Maritime Super has a number of resources to help plan 

for retirement: 

- visit the Resources page of our website and try our 

calculators  

- read the ‘Funding a comfortable retirement’ and the 

‘Retirement planning’ fact sheets which are available 

from our website 

- get free phone advice from our financial planners 

regarding your contribution or investment strategy – 

call 1800 757 607 to speak with a financial planner. 

- Meet with David Zaloudek, Maritime Super’s 

financial planner in Queensland – contact David on 

0488 072 369 or davidz@maritimesuper.com.au 
 

Bargaining on Verge of Collapse as Private 

Sector Exits: Report 

Source: www.workplaceexpress.com.au   

LESS THAN 2% of private sector workers will be 

covered by agreements by 2030 if the current rate of 

decline in bargaining continues, according to new 

analysis by the Centre for Future Work.  

The Centre's On the brink report, released today, says 

bargaining is on the brink of collapse, largely due its 

abandonment by the private sector.  

   It says that more than half of the reduction in private 

sector coverage is due to the termination or expiry of 

large agreements in the retail sector and the 

accommodation and food service sector.  

But even the replacement of those deals wouldn't reverse 

the decline, according to the centre, which maintains that  

urgent action is needed to "reverse the underlying factors 

driving down EA coverage, and rebuild a more viable 

and effective collective bargaining system".  

   The report, by Centre economist Alison Pennington 

(see Related Article), says that in the best case scenario, 

replacement deals would win back half of the lost 

coverage in the private sector.  

However, this level of replacement deals "is not assured", 

as some might choose to follow Dominos' decision to 

revert to the award, while others might fail the BOOT or 

fall victim to protracted negotiations.  

   It notes further that even though agreements are in the 

process of being restored at Coles and Woolworths, pay 

increases are "tied directly" to the national minimum 

wage, so the renewal "does not imply a full revival of 

enterprise-level wage negotiations as traditionally 

conceived".  

   Private sector agreements have dropped by 46% 

between December 2013 and June this year (from 22,638 

to 10,333), while the number of employees under 

agreements fell by 34% (from 1,950,561 to 1,288,100).  

   More than 660,000 employees have disappeared from 

the ranks of agreement coverage, some 400,000 of them 

in retail trade and accommodation and food service. As a 

result, private sector agreement coverage has dropped 

from 19% to 12%. The report found that agreements in 

retail trade declined the most – by a massive 82% – while 

employee coverage in that sector dropped by 69%.  

Accommodation and food services agreements dropped 

by 67%, while employee coverage dropped by 85%. The 

expiry of the McDonalds, Dominos and Pizza Hut deals 

explains 91% of the reduction in that sector.  

"New" agreements plummeting 

The report says there has been an alarming drop in "new" 

agreements - those struck by new employers or 

"longstanding but previously EA-free workplaces".  

It says the 2200 new agreements in 2010 freefell to 408 

in 2011 and just 68 in 2017.  

   "This is one of the most worrisome signs that the 

existing enterprise bargaining system is falling: hardly 

any new EAs are being negotiated". It says that with "no 

inflow of fresh coverage to offset the ongoing decline of 

EA coverage in other workplaces, EA coverage can only 

continue to decline".  

The report also points to a substantial decline in 

replacement agreements. Between 2010 and 2016, some 

25% to 35% of agreements were replaced, but this 

dropped to 23% last year.  
On the Brink: The erosion of enterprise agreement coverage in Australia's 
private sector, Alison Pennington, Centre for Future Work, December 2018  
 

 

http://www.workplaceexpress.com.au/
https://cdn.workplaceexpress.com.au/files/2018/13Brink.pdf
https://www.futurework.org.au/about
https://www.workplaceexpress.com.au/nl06_news_selected.php?selkey=57242%22
https://cdn.workplaceexpress.com.au/files/2018/13Brink.pdf
https://cdn.workplaceexpress.com.au/files/2018/13Brink.pdf
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A Longshoremen Legend in San Francisco 

Honoured for a Lifetime of Standing Strong 
Source: https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/A-longshoremen-legend-
in-SF-honored-for-a-13461494.php?utm_campaign=email-

premium&utm_source=CMS%20Sharing%20Button&utm_medium=social 
 

LONGSHOREMAN HOWARD KEYLOR knew when 

to unload a ship and he knew when to refuse. A 

longshoreman for decades on San Francisco Bay, Keylor 

could unload the contents of a ship’s hold as fast as 

anyone on the waterfront. But he could also stand fast, 

lock arms, hold a megaphone and do nothing. That’s 

what he and his fellow longshoremen did for 11 days in 

1984, when the South African cargo ship Nedlloyd 

Kemba came to the port of San Francisco, its hold full of 

fruit, wool and 

sugar.        

At the time, the 

policy of racial 

segregation 

known as 

apartheid was the 

law in South 

Africa. Much of 

the world was 

outraged by 

apartheid, but 

much of the 

world has a way 

of sitting back 

and watching 

from the 

sidelines. That 

was not Howard 

Keylor’s way. 

“There are just 

certain things you do because you have to do them,” he 

said. “You do them without thinking. When something 

needs to be resisted, you resist.” 

   Keylor, one of the leaders of Local 10 of the 

International Longshore and Warehouse Union, stood fast 

and helped persuade his fellow longshore workers to do 

the same. He and his fellow members refused to set foot 

on the vessel. They set up a picket line to discourage 

anyone else from trying. There was a lot of yelling. But 

for 11 days, the cargo stayed on the ship. 
 

   Six years later, when freed South African leader Nelson 

Mandela spoke to a crowd of 58,000 cheering supporters 

at the Oakland Coliseum on the last stop of his U.S. 

goodwill tour, he credited the Bay Area longshore effort 

of 1984 with helping to bring down apartheid. 

   “I was just one of a whole lot of people,” Keylor said. 

“I don’t want to make a big deal about what I did.” But 

his fellow longshore union members do. “Howard stood 

there and exhorted the crowd to support us,” said his 

friend of five decades, fellow longshore worker Jack 

Heyman. “We totally blocked that ship. It scared the hell 

out of the South African government.” 

On Sunday, Keylor’s 93rd birthday, Heyman and the rest 

of the union hosted a testimonial at the union hall in San 

Francisco celebrating their friend’s long history of good 

works. Keylor, the union said, is its oldest member. He 

got a plaque paying tribute to deeds done “in the best 

tradition of the ILWU.” 

   Ninety-three isn’t a round number, or even an even 

number, but it seemed a good time anyway to honor 

Keylor, who moved into a Castro Valley assisted living 

facility a few months ago following a stroke. These days, 

he reads a lot and watches TV a little. He speaks slowly 

and walks slowly. But he thinks quickly, even if it takes a 

while for his words to catch up. 
 

 
Photo: Gary Fong / The Chronicle 1984 

 

“When you get to be my age,” he said the other 

afternoon, grabbing for each word as if it were a 50-

pound sack, “nothing is OK. You adjust to the new 

reality. You try to survive. My advice? Don’t get 

institutionalized.” 

   Keylor, a native of rural Ohio, is a U.S. Army veteran 

of World War II, a survivor of the Battle of Okinawa, a 

Bay Area longshore member since 1953 and a member of 

its executive board. He was part of the strike at an 

Oakland glass factory in 1974, as well as a boycott of 

shipments to the military governments of Chile in 1975 

and El Salvador in 1980. He was part of the West Coast 

strike of 2008. And he was part of the Occupy Oakland 

movement in 2011. “A lot of other people stood beside 

me,” Keylor said. 

Loading and unloading a vessel in the days before 

mechanized shipping containers was backbreaking, 

challenging and complex work. Success depended on 

teamwork, on knowing exactly what your fellow 

longshore worker was doing. Each vessel posed a 

different challenge, Keylor said. Unloading bars of steel 

was much different than unloading sacks of wool. “Your 

life depended on the man standing next to you,” Keylor 

said. “Every day.” 

   For his 93rd birthday, what he really wanted — more 

than a testimonial at the union hall — was something 

Heyman, his frequent visitor, can’t supply. “He wants me 

to bring him German beer and cigarettes,” Heyman said. 

“The doctors won’t let me.” 
Photo of Howard Keylor: Liz Hafalia / The Chronicle 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/A-longshoremen-legend-in-SF-honored-for-a-13461494.php?utm_campaign=email-premium&utm_source=CMS%20Sharing%20Button&utm_medium=social
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/A-longshoremen-legend-in-SF-honored-for-a-13461494.php?utm_campaign=email-premium&utm_source=CMS%20Sharing%20Button&utm_medium=social
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/A-longshoremen-legend-in-SF-honored-for-a-13461494.php?utm_campaign=email-premium&utm_source=CMS%20Sharing%20Button&utm_medium=social
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Letter for Howard Keylor from the Qld Branch 

 
Cartoon Corner 
 

 
 

Branch Officials Contact Details 

QLD Branch Secretary Bob Carnegie 

Mob: 0439 478 996  

Email: bob.carnegie@mua.org.au 

QLD Deputy Branch Secretary Jason Miners 

Mob: 0401 211 866 

Email: jason.miners@mua.org.au 

QLD Assistant Branch Secretary Paul Gallagher 

Mob: 0408 494 168 

Email: paul.gallagher@mua.org.au  

QLD Assistant Branch Secretary Paul Petersen 

Mob: 0404 453 869 

Email: paul.petersen@mua.org.au   

Christmas Wishes 
Bob’s pooch Albert wishes all members a Happy 

Christmas and the sincere hope 2019 is better than 2018. 
 

 
 

Unity Bank 
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