
Australia has about two to three weeks’ supply of 
petrol, diesel and jet fuel. But this is held in a few 
central locations. The NRMA says we only have:

§	3 days of fuel supplies at petrol stations

§	3 days of hospital pharmacy supplies

§	7 days of retail pharmacy supplies

§	7 days of chilled and frozen foods stocks

§	9 days of dry goods stocks.

Australia may one day get a rude shock when 
the tap controlling fuel to our shores is abruptly 
turned off. 

Supply–interrupting events include accidents,  
natural disasters, attacks on shipping by terrorists  
or pirates, or damage to infrastructure from war 
in the Middle East.

Australia’s fuel security is at risk.

The Government must take immediate steps to 
ensure we will continue to have access to the fuel 
supplies we all rely on.

There is no government policy on maintaining 
a minimum level of oil refining capacity or 
capability in Australia.

Since 2000 our dependence on imported fuel 
for our nation has grown from 60% to 91% 
today.

There is no plan to stop our dependence 
growing further until it reaches a 100% reliance 
on imported fuels or to stop the further 
decline of our nations fuel security.

Fuel is the lifeblood of our way of life and 
without it the nation grinds to a halt industries 
stop, transport of essentials such as food and 
medical supplies will cease and the defence of 
our nation is seriously compromised, not to 
mention the daily life of people who can no 
longer drive to work drop the kids to school, 
sports etc.

Fuel Security Is a serious issue

Do you know what 
Australia’s current fuel 

security policy is…..?

The answer is...

We don’t have one!

With the closure of Caltex’s and Shell’s refineries 
in Sydney and the planned closures of the BP  
refinery in Brisbane, Australia now imports  
91 per cent of its petroleum on international 
tankers – up from 60 per cent in 2000.  
Yet Australia has no law requiring the government 
or companies to keep even minimum fuel  
reserves – so the oil companies don’t bother.

Send a message to your MP calling for fuel security 
Go to: www.mua.org.au/email_your_mp

  https://www.facebook.com/secureourfuel
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Australia’s Merchant  
Tanker Fleet
Australia’s Merchant tanker fleet is crewed by highly 
skilled highly trained Australian seafarers who work 
24 hours a day 7 days a week 365 days a year in all 
conditions to securely move fuel around our nation.

The sad fact is though that Australian seafarers 
crew just 4 of the hundreds of tankers that ply their 
trade around our pristine coastline.

Since Australians began crewing tankers their safety 
record is second to none. No Australian vessel has 
ever been detained for any breach of any sort with 
an Australian crew.

This in contrast to the numerous foreign Flag Of 
Convenience (FOC) vessels that are detained on 
a regular basis for numerous safety, ethical and 
environmental issues is a reminder that Australia 
needs a stable fleet of Australian crewed safe 
ships on long-term contracts and is the only 
way to ensure our future fuel security and our 
environment are safely protected.

Don’t let this become a normal sight  
on our coastline! 

Snapshot Of Shipping  
Incidents in Australia

July 21 1991 – Greek 
Tanker Kirki’s bow fell off 
spilling 17,280 tonnes of oil 
off the WA coast.

June 8 2007 – Bulk 
carrier Pasha Bulker 
runs aground on 
Newcastle beach 
after ignoring local 
authority advice to pick up anchor and steam to sea 
in heavy weather.

March 11 2009 – Hong Kong registered Pacific 
Adventurer spilled 230 tonnes of fuel oil, 30 tonnes 
of other fuel and 31 shipping containers containing 
620 tonnes of ammonium nitrate north of Moreton 
Bay the clean up cost $15 million dollars and took 
15 months.

3rd April 2010 – Chinese bulk carrier runs around 
on Great Barrier Reef 15km outside of designated 
shipping channel leaving a 3km oil trail in the Great 
Barrier Reef.


