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Date

Meeting or Event

Location

Sunday, Feb 28

Women, Youth and Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander National Conference

Jupiters Pavilion Ballroom

Sunday, Feb 28

Youth Action

Bus pick up from Jupiters
315pm

Monday, Feb 29

MUA Quadrennial National Conference
Commences

Jupiters Pavilion Ballroom

Monday, Feb 29

Welcome Party

Jupiters Pavilion Lawn

Tuesday, Mar 1

Conference Photo – Please wear your
conference shirt

Jupiters Pavilion Lawn

Tuesday, Mar 1

Workshop – Constitutional Recognition
for Indigenous Australians

Surfers Paradise Room 1

Tuesday, Mar 1

Veterans’ Conference

Coolangatta 3

Wednesday, Mar 2

Suicide prevention and Mental Health
Fist Aid

Surfers Paradise Room 1

Wednesday, Mar 2

Veterans’ Conference

Coolangatta 3

Thursday, Mar 3

National Conference Dinner

Jupiters Pavilion Ballroom
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WELCOME
Dear Comrades,
Brothers and Sisters,
Welcome to the
Maritime Union
of Australia’s 2016
Quadrennial National
Conference, here on our
beautiful Gold Coast.
The Quadrennial National Conference
is the most important date on the union’s
calendar as it gives us all an opportunity to
come together to debate the state of the union
and to develop policy to take the union and
our labour movement forward. It’s the highest
decision making forum within our union and
many of the leading unions in Australia and
across the world have joined us to continue to
campaign and organise for our working rights
and freedoms.
I have no doubt much of the discussion will
be frank and progressive and that is welcomed
and what we are about.
We continue to come under attack from
the neo-conservative political and commercial
elites seeking to distort and disfigure basic
democratic freedoms and principles of fairness,
equity and protection of all in our society
regardless of wealth, health, or profession.
From business, to parts of the mainstream
media and the Federal Government led by
Malcolm Turnbull, these elites are mounting
an aggressive, conspiratorial and negligent
reshaping of Australian workers’ basic rights.
The Abbott/Turnbull Government has
declared war on unions with constant attempts
to further erode worker protections and rights
through new legislation and the revisiting of
old legislation, like the ABCC.
The Trade Union Royal Commission was a
farce, led by a former High Court judge who
by all reasonable accounts should have recused
himself for his close dealings with the Liberal
Party.
Many of the corporations working in
conjunction with the Turnbull Government
are compromised by their poor governance,
tax minimisation and avoidance, corporate
negligence and, in some instances, illegal
activity and gross exploitation of workers in
this country and internationally.
But that is what we are up against.
Add to that automation, inappropriate or
downright illegal use of visas, contracting out
and general removal of our manufacturing base
and the result is a sizeable threat to the union

movement in this country and the way of life
for our members and their families.
It is clear that the trade union movement
needs to continue to restructure itself into
effective organising and campaigning networks
through mergers, affiliations, joint activities
and resources and other clear manifestations
of unity and solidarity in Australia and
Internationally.
The attempt to destroy Australian maritime
workers right to work in the shipping industry
is of deep concern to all. The circumvention
of cabotage rules and the Migration Act by
Federal Departments and the replacing of
Australian seafarers in coastal and offshore
trades has accompanied the destruction of
Australian manufacturing, heavy mining and
other industry jobs.
The outrageous belittling and savaging
by conservative agendas of this national
contribution by trade unions is best responded
to by continuing in the same vein of promoting
workers’ rights in a way that secures national
economic growth and productivity so that it is
redistributed with equity, empathy and in our
great tradition of a fair go for everyone.
Put simply, unions without an active
membership and adequate resources will find it
difficult to stand up for their members into the
future. That’s why a well-resourced trade union
of blue collar workers is vitally important.
Economies of scale dictate that the
arrangements being debated at this conference
would mean better representation for members
and the capacity to work with the broader
community for better pay and conditions, as
well as a truly progressive Australia.
We can increase research and legal capacity
to develop decent industry and social policy in
this country, or we can leave it to the big end
of town to dictate our values, incomes and the
future of this nation: It is working men and
women in Australia and workers across the
world are often working for and being acted
against by the same companies.
We need a substantial voice and capacity to
influence and this can best be done by teaming
up with unions with the capacity, history and
determination to fight for workers’ rights like
the CFMEU in Australia and the Maritime
International Federation and ITF in our region
and the wider world.
MUA Here to Stay.
In Unity,
Paddy Crumlin
MUA National Secretary

Local area
The Gold Coast is famous for fun. From
the iconic Surfers Paradise beach to the
dining precincts of Main Beach and
Broadbeach and out to the lush, green
hinterland, there’s a new experience
waiting for you at every turn on the Gold
Coast. Theme parks, world-renowned
beaches and year-round sunshine are just
a few of the reasons 10.5 million visitors
flock to the Gold Coast each year.
For more information on sites and
things to see and do go to:
http://www.visitgoldcoast.com

Local Amenities
Emergency: 000
Police Non-Emergency Number: 131 444
Gold Coast Cabs: 131 008
Pacific Fair GP: 07 5570 23 63
Oasis Dental Studio: 07 5526 8722
Harbour Town Shopping Mall:
07 5529 1734
Broadbeach Tavern: 07 5538 4111
The Beach Hotel: 07 5592 3452
Skypoint Observation Desk:
07 5582 2700

Jupiters Casino
and Hotel
The vast majority of delegates and
guests will be staying at Jupiters Hotel,
the same place as the conference will be
taking place. Jupiters Hotel & Casino is
your premier entertainment destination
set in the heart of Australia’s stunning
Gold Coast. Combining the luxury and
sophistication of a world-class hotel
with the excitement of award-winning
restaurants, lively bars, spectacular stage
shows and concerts, plus the non-stop
action of a 24-hour casino. Located
moments from the bustling Broadbeach
precinct, Jupiters has been part of the local
Gold Coast community for 30 years. To
find out more go here:
https://www.jupitersgoldcoast.com.au

Meriton
Overflow accommodation has been mostly
provided at the Meriton Broadbeach.
For more information go to:
http://www.meritonapartments.com.au/
gold-coast/broadbeach/introduction
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Venue map

Pavilion Ballroom
Surfers Paradise 3

Surfers Paradise 2

Storage
& Media

Coolangatta 4

Coolangatta 3

Coolangatta 2
Surfers Paradise 1

Business
Centre

Coolangatta 1

Entrance
Registration

Pavilion Lawn

Internet Access, the app
and support
This Quadrennial National Conference, like
the last is paperless. To view the full agenda
and conference documents, download
the app to the tablet provided (only MUA
delegates). The app can also be downloaded
to any smartphone, laptop, or tablet.

WIFI for the duration of the conference is
free. When trying to log in go to ‘Connect
Code’. The password for which is MUA2016.
You may have to click on ‘For alternative
access/payment options’ when at the log in
screen. This will only work in the Jupiters
complex
Commulynx technicians are here to support.
They can be found in the dedicated business
centre during the conference sitting times.
Computer and printing facilities will also be
made available in the business centre.

MUA Conference Agenda
Will be available on the MUA conference
app, as the MUA Conference will be
paperless. You will be able to download the

app on most devices, such as smart phones,
tablets and laptop. Search the App store
for ‘MUA Events’. On there you will find
a copy of the conference agenda, for more
information on the app and how-to-use it,
please check the attached instructions.

Registration
Registration will be required each morning
from 8am in the Pavilion Gallery, please
bring your name badges each day. Name
badges will also allow you to 10% discount
off food & beverage for conference delegates
by showing your name badge. This offer is
applicable in the following outlets:
• Cucina Vivo
• Garden Kitchen & Bar
• Burger pop up
• Atrium Bar
• J Bar
• Zen

Resolutions Sessions
There will be four separate breakout
groups chaired by Will Tracey, Deputy

National Secretary, Ian Bray, Assistant
National Secretary, Warren Smith,
Assistant National Secretary & Christy
Cain, National President. Delegates will
be divided into four groups to workshop
2016 resolutions in preparation
for voting on Friday morning. You
will be required to sign-in for each
session. Please refer to the agenda for
days and times.

Partner’s Program
Aquamarine have provided a partner’s
program. Please see their stall for more
details.

Babysitting Service
Gold Coast Nannies
Owner/Director: Cathie McGifford
Contact: 0431 301 916
http://www.goldcoastnannies.com.au/
Heaven Sent Help
Booking Manager: Ann Rawding
Contact: 07 5598 7067
http://www.heavensenthelp.com.au/
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