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BACKGROUND/PROBLEM: 

  

In Michigan, from Mid-September until January 1st and later, the woodlots, fields, and waters are 

full of hunters with all kinds of calibers of firearms, including each archery season on both 

private and public lands.  This presents ample opportunities to violate regulations, if one is 

inclined to do so. 

 

Michigan hunting regulations currently in the 2016 Michigan Hunting and Trapping Digest 

explains each hunting season and what hunting devices can be used, or those prohibited in each, 

for example:  

 During the archery season it is unlawful to carry afield a pistol, revolver, or other firearm 

while bow hunting for deer unless you have a CPL (page 20). Which means:  

o It is illegal to possess a crossbow and a muzzleloader at the same in time in the 

field, during the December archery and muzzleloader deer seasons even though 

both weapons are legal to use in these overlapping seasons  

o It is illegal to possess a crossbow and a firearm at the same time, in the field, 

during the overlapping late archery deer season with the late, antlerless firearm, 

deer season 

 The archery seasons overlap with several seasons where firearms are permitted in the 

same habitat, including small game (cottontail rabbits, snowshoe hare, squirrel, 

woodchuck, pheasants, grouse, and woodcock) as well as, fox, coyote, raccoon and 

numerous species with no closed seasons (pages, 4-6). 

 The firearm deer hunter may carry afield (during the firearm deer season) a bow and 

arrow, crossbow and various firearms (page 20). 

 Both a Spring and Fall turkey hunter can legally possess a shotgun, bow or crossbow at 

the same time. 

 During the Mentored Youth Hunting Season, “The mentor is limited to two hunting 

devices (shotgun, rifle, bow or crossbow) (page 26). 

 A deer combo license allows a hunter to use both kill tags in either the firearms season, 

the muzzleloader season, the archery seasons, or use one license in each of these seasons 

(page 31). 

 A crossbow can be used during any season in which a firearm is allowed (page 18).  

 

 

RESOLUTION CONTENT: 

 

 To frame a Wildlife Order that would eliminate certain, conflicting or contradictory 

statements and confusion from the Hunting Digests 



 Removing the prohibition against using more than one legal weapon while hunting 

multiple species during overlapping seasons; especially when hunting deer.  

 

  

MUCC CURRENT & PASS POLICY STANDINGS:  None 

 

ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT OF RESOLUTION: 

 

 Hunting areas are already full of hunters carrying CPL approved firearms while hunting 

deer with archery equipment or crossbows during the archery seasons. 

 Recent, substantially increased poaching fines and penalties should reduce any perceived 

rise in game violations. 

 Potential for increased hunting opportunities, hunter participation, and hunter satisfaction. 

 Boost legal harvesting success with minimal harm to the Natural Resources.   

 Would allow a hunter to hunt multiple species with more than one type of legal weapon 

and ammunition in overlapping seasons.  

 

ARGUMENTS IN OPPOSITION OF RESOLUTION: 

 

 Overlaying the rules of several seasons and the appropriate method and manner of take 

attendant to each creates a potentially complicated scenario for the hunter. 

 Could potentially create unenforceable violations. 

 Hunter orange is required while hunting with a firearm during some seasons and would 

not be required during other seasons, making intent hard to prove.  

 License violations would become hard to enforce.  

 More trophy deer would succumb to “temptation by otherwise legal” hunters.  

 License sales may decrease as some would “wait for the kill” to purchase the deer or 

turkey license, and would just buy the base license.  

 Could potentially reduce the revenue brought in by deer license sales.  

 Hunter orange violations would dramatically increase, as well as safety violations.  

 This proposal, as written would create conflict with the current Federal Waterfowl 

Regulations, in which only one firearm or bow may be used and possessed.  

 Impacts to the 5-day quiet period as “rabbit hunters with centerfire rifles” would increase 

in numbers and would be impossible to bring to justice. 

 Hunting related accidents may increase as unsafe tree-stand hunters would now be 

carrying more than one weapon into their stands, creating for more chances of falls, 

injury and even death.  

 Trespass issues may increase.  

 

POSITIONS: 

 

  SUPPORT: 

 OPPOSITION: Michigan Department of Natural Resources  

 NEUTRAL:  


