
Proposed Resolution #03 

Requires 2/3 Majority 

 

Submitted by: Millard H. Holton, Individual Member 

MUCC Region: 7 

Passed:  MUCC Region III, February 20, 2016; Postponed at the 2016 Annual Convention 

Title: ALLOW HUNTERS TO POSSESS AND USE MULTIPLE TYPE LEGAL 

WEAPONS WHILE HUNTING MORE THAN ONE LEGAL SPECIES DURING 

OVERLAPPING SEASONS 

 

WHEREAS, the 2015 Michigan Hunting and Trapping Digest explains each hunting season and what 1 

weapons can be used, or those prohibited in each; and 2 

WHEREAS, during the archery deer seasons, it is unlawful to carry afield a non CPL pistol, revolver, or 3 

other firearm while bow hunting for deer (page 20); and 4 

WHEREAS, the archery seasons overlap with several seasons where firearms are permitted in the same 5 

habitat, including small game (cottontail rabbits, snowshoe hare, squirrel, woodchuck, pheasants, grouse, 6 

and woodcock) as well as, red and grey fox, raccoon, coyote and numerous species with no closed 7 

seasons (pages, 4-6); and  8 

WHEREAS, the firearm deer hunter may carry afield [during the firearm deer season] a bow and arrow, 9 

crossbow and firearm (page 20); and 10 

WHEREAS, both a Spring and September turkey hunter can legally possess a shotgun, bow or crossbow 11 

at the same time; and 12 

WHEREAS, during the Mentored Youth Hunting Season, "The mentor is limited to two hunting devices 13 

(shotgun, rifle, bow or crossbow,)" (page 26); and 14 

WHEREAS, the hunting areas are full of hunters carrying CPL approved firearms while hunting deer 15 

with archery equipment or crossbows during the archery seasons; and 16 

WHEREAS, a deer combo license allows a hunter to use both kill tags in either the firearms season, the 17 

muzzleloader season, the archery seasons, or use one license in each of these seasons (page, 31); and 18 

WHEREAS, "a crossbow can be used during any season in which a firearm is allowed" (page 18); and 19 

WHEREAS, it is illegal to possess a crossbow and a muzzleloader at the same time in the field, during 20 

the December, muzzleloader season (In the Upper Peninsula, December muzzleloader season, crossbows 21 



are banned), even though both weapons are legal to use in these overlapping, late archery, and 22 

muzzleloader seasons (page 18); and  23 

WHEREAS, it is illegal to possess a crossbow and a firearm at the same time, in the field, during the 24 

overlapping, late archery deer season with the late, antlerless firearm, deer season (page 17, 2015 25 

Michigan Antlerless Deer Digest); and 26 

WHEREAS, the fields, woodlots and waters are full of hunters with all kinds and calibers of firearms 27 

from Mid-September until January 1st and later, including each archery deer season on both private and 28 

public lands. This presents ample opportunities to violate, if one is inclined to do so; and 29 

WHEREAS, recent, substantially increased poaching fines and penalties should reduce any perceived 30 

rise in game violations; and 31 

WHEREAS, allowing a hunter to hunt multiple species with more than one type of legal weapon and 32 

ammunition, in overlapping seasons would increase hunting opportunities, hunter participation and hunter 33 

satisfaction, as well as, boost legal harvesting success, with minimal harm to the Natural Resources. 34 

NOW, 35 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) work with the 36 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Natural Resources Commission (NRC) and frame a 37 

Wildlife Order that would eliminate certain, conflicting or contradictory statements and confusion from 38 

the Hunting Digests, along with removing the prohibition against using more than one legal weapon while 39 

hunting multiple species during overlapping seasons; especially when hunting deer. 40 



 


