
Proposed Resolution #01 

Requires 2/3 Majority 

 

Submitted by:  Robert Pattison, St. Joseph County Conservation Club 

MUCC Region: 7 

Passed:  MUCC Region III, February 20, 2016; Postponed at 2016 Annual Convention 

Title:  YOUTH HUNTER SUPERVISION  

 

WHEREAS, the current law states that youth hunters who have completed a hunter safety course must be 1 

accompanied by an adult hunting, which is the same criteria for an apprentice youth hunter who have 2 

never held a gun; and 3 

WHEREAS, the word “accompany” is defined to mean “to go along with and while staying within a 4 

distance from the person that permits uninterrupted, unaided visual and auditory communication”; and 5 

WHEREAS, the current law does not acknowledge the different developmental levels that youth hunters 6 

are at, and there is no mechanism that relates these levels to the amount of supervision necessary; and 7 

WHEREAS, treating these classes of youth hunters equally is illogical; and 8 

WHEREAS, Michigan has three categories of youth hunters: youth who are eligible for the mentored 9 

youth hunting program; youth who are eligible for an apprentice license; and, youth who have completed 10 

a certified hunter safety program; and 11 

WHEREAS, all three of these categories require adult supervision; and 12 

WHEREAS, the current law recognizes the importance and value of supervision with a younger, 13 

inexperienced hunter, but does not recognize the importance and value of higher education and 14 

experience in youth hunters. NOW, 15 

THEREFOR BE IT RESOLVED, that Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) work with the 16 

Michigan Legislature, Department of Natural Resources (DNR), and the Natural Resources Commission 17 

(NRC) to institute the following: On private land only, a minor who is at least 14 years old shall be 18 

permitted to hunt within a distance no greater than 660 feet from the parent or legal guardian which 19 



permits uninterrupted electronic communication and allows the parent or legal guardian to come to the 20 

immediate aid of the youth. The youth hunter MUST have completed all of the following criteria:  21 

 has successfully completed a certified hunter safety program,  22 

 has been properly licensed and been supervised hunting for at least 20 hours in each of the 23 

immediately preceding two hunting seasons  24 

 the parent or legal guardian of the youth hunter must submit a signed affidavit at the time of the 25 

youth hunter’s license is purchased stating that the applicant has completed at least 20 hours of 26 

supervised hunting in each of the immediately preceding two hunting seasons AND that the youth 27 

hunter was properly licensed in the immediate two preceding seasons.28 



 



PROPOSED RESOLUTION  

STAFF ANALYSIS 

2017-01 

Title: YOUTH HUNTER SUPERVISION  

Date of Analysis:  September 14th 2016  

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM: 

 

The current law in Michigan requires that:  

 an apprentice adult hunter (no hunter safety) must be accompanied by someone 21 years 

of age, or older who possesses the same hunting license.    

 an apprentice hunter aged 10-16 years old (no hunter safety) must be accompanied by 

their parent, guardian, or someone designated by the parent or guardian.   

 a hunter-safety certified hunter who is 10-16 years old must be accompanied by an adult 

18 years and over. 

The term “accompany” in Michigan law means “to go along with another person under 

circumstances that allow one to come to the immediate aid of the other person and while staying 

within a distance from that person that permits uninterrupted, unaided visual and auditory 

communication”.  

 

This means that if a parent who has two older aged hunter-safety certified children, all three 

would have to hunt very close together, which may result in a less satisfactory hunt due to 

problems with concealment and range of motion on a shot. They could not legally be in separate 

blinds or on either side of a clump of trees since these would interrupt visual communication.  

 

RESOLUTION CONTENT: 

 

 This resolution would allow a young, but more experienced hunter to hunt a little further 

from the adult on private land only as long as they were in electronic (cell phone or radio) 

communications.     

 On private land only, a minor who completed the following criteria AND is at least 14 

years old would be permitted to hunt within a distance no greater than 660 feet from the 

parent or legal guardian, which permits uninterrupted electronic communication, and 

allows the parent or legal guardian to come to the immediate aid of the youth. 

 Youth hunter must have completed all of the following criteria: 

o Has successfully completed a certified hunter safety program. 

o Has been properly licensed and been supervised hunting for at least 20 hours in 

each of the immediately preceding two hunting seasons. 

o The parent or legal guardian of the youth hunter must submit a signed affidavit at 

the time of the youth hunter’s license is purchased stating that the applicant has 

completed at least 20 hours of supervised hunting in each of the immediately 

preceding two hunting seasons and that the youth hunter was properly licensed in 

the immediate two preceding seasons. 

 

MUCC CURRENT & PAST POLICY STANDINGS: 



 In 2010, MUCC approved a resolution to support the creation of the Mentored Youth 

Hunting Program, which allowed for mentored hunting of youth under the age of 10.  

 MUCC has had long standing support of the Michigan Hunter Safety Program 

 No other directly related policy on the supervision of youth hunters 

 

 

ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT OF RESOLUTION: 

 

 Current law does not acknowledge the different developmental levels that youth hunters 

are at, and there is no mechanism that relates these levels to the amount of supervision 

necessary. 

 Would recognize the importance and value of higher education and experience in youth 

hunters. 

 Currently, even hunting on either side of a clump of trees is not legal for a youth hunter 

and parent to do because the visual communications are impeded.  This may reduce the 

quality of hunting for the youth hunters and may make a parent or guardian choose 

between siblings on who gets to participate.  

 In terms of the license purchase at the retail location, each time you sign your own 

hunting, fishing, or fur harvesting license (or that of your youth hunter if you are a parent 

or guardian) you are already signing an affidavit that you or that youth qualifies to hunt 

according to state law and this resolution would not be asking for anything more than that 

to ensure these requirements are met.  

 By requiring 20 hours of hunting experience, the youth has likely experienced the 

emotions of seeing or taking game.  

 Potential increase in youth hunter participation levels.  

 

ARGUMENTS IN OPPOSITION OF RESOLUTION: 

 

 It would be difficult to enforce and will cause increased safety concerns. 

 Electronic communication can fail due to loss of power (batteries) or weak signal 

strength. 

 660 feet is well over two hundred yards making immediate aid to the youth difficult.  

 Potential increased costs to create an affidavit for the adults to affirm the youth had the 

required time in the field.  

 

POSITIONS: 

 

 SUPPORT:  

 

 OPPOSITION: the Department of Natural Resources  

 

 NEUTRAL: 

 

 

 

  



Proposed Resolution #02 

Requires 2/3 Majority 

 

Submitted by:  Mike Thorman, Michigan Hunting Dog Federation 

MUCC Region:  9 

Proposed:  September 24, 2016 Conservation Policy Meeting (referred for a rewrite at 2016 

Annual Convention) 

Title:   BAITING WITH BARRELS  

 

WHEREAS, many states and Canada use barrels for baiting bears; and 1 

WHEREAS, bait barrels are currently only legal on private property in Michigan; and 2 

WHEREAS, there would be benefits of also allowing the use of bait barrels on public property; and 3 

WHEREAS, streel barrels with a secure lid can help for comparison in judging the size of a bear; and 4 

WHEREAS, there is a problem with wolves in the Upper Peninsula; and 5 

WHEREAS, wolves would not be able to access bait in a barrel with 3 holes no more than a ½ inch 6 

in diameter; and 7 

WHEREAS, hunters who plan on using barrels on public property should be required to purchase 3 8 

tags identifying the owner from the DNR, that must be posted at the bait site; and 9 

WHEREAS, barrels must be anchored to a post in the ground with a chain or cable no more than 8 10 

feet in length; and 11 

WHEREAS, this would help prevent bait sites from becoming littered; and 12 

WHEREAS, hunters using bait barrels will be required to remove barrels at the end of the season. 13 

NOW, 14 

THEREFOR BE IT RESOLVED that Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) work with the 15 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Natural Resource Commission (NRC) to allow the 16 

use of bait barrels on public property in Michigan. 17 



PROPOSED RESOLUTION  

STAFF ANALYSIS 

2017-02 

Title:   Baiting with Barrels 

Date of Analysis: September 13th 2016  

 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM:  

 

Michigan is one of approximately 13 states in the U.S. that allows hunting for bears over bait. 

Regulations vary by state on when baiting can occur, where it can occur, what it can contain, and 

other rules that may regulate both baiting and recreational feeding of bears.  

 

Michigan has no restrictions on the volume of bait a bear hunter may use, but does have 

restrictions for its contents based on whether they would congregate deer in areas of deer disease. 

There is no known bear disease issue related to baiting, but there is a concern for the impact that 

chocolate in bear bait may have on bears.  

 

There is growing interest in the State of Michigan for allowing the use of barrels to bait bear, 

however the use of barrels for bait currently is only legal on private property in the State of 

Michigan.  In some states and in Canada, the use of barrels to bait bear is legal.   

 

RESOLUTION CONTENT: 

 

 Would allow the use of bait barrels on public property. 

 Hunters who plan on using the barrels on public property would be required to purchase 3 

tags identifying the owner from the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) that must be 

posted at the bait site.  

 The bait barrels must be anchored to a post in the ground with a chain or cable no more 

than 8 feet in length, which would prevent bait sites from becoming littered.  

 The barrels would have a maximum of 3 holes no more than ½” in diameter for bait to 

disperse from, making it a slow release and limiting the attraction of non-target species.  

 Hunters would be required to remove bait barrels at the end of the season.  

 

 

MUCC CURRENT & PAST POLICY STANDINGS: 

 

 While MUCC remains opposed to harvesting deer over bait due to concerns with disease, 

we generally support the practice of bear baiting.   

 In 2012, MUCC approved a resolution requesting that MUCC actively oppose any 

Legislation or Commission Order that would legalize the use of tethered, large volume, 

bait containers on public land.  This proposed resolution would reverse this policy and 

allow MUCC to support the use of barrel baiting for bears on public land.  

 In 2016, MUCC approved a resolution to pursue 2017 regulation change that would ban 

the use of solid chocolate in bear bait. 

 



ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT OF RESOLUTION: 

 

 Beneficial in determining whether a bear is a cub based on its relative size to the barrel  

 With the growing problem of wolves in the Upper Peninsula, the use of steel barrels with 

secure lids would limit wolf and other non-target wildlife’s access to bait.  

 For hunters that live outside of the area they hunt, it would allow them to keep a bait site 

active through the slow release container that a barrel would provide.  

 

 

ARGUMENTS IN OPPOSITION OF RESOLUTION: 

 

 There could be a tendency or possibility for litter to be left on public land. 

 Potential conflicts between hunters could arise over baiting locations. 

 There is the potential for damage to trees, etc.  

 

POSITIONS: 

 

SUPPORT: Michigan Hunting Dog Federation 

 

OPPOSED: In their comments from the 2016 Annual Convention, the Department of 

Natural Resources indicated their concerns. The DNR reviewed the potential for using 

barrels or other containers on public lands during the 2012 bear regulations cycle. The 

use of containers on public lands is not supported by the DNR or the U.S. Forest Service 

and lacks support from many bear hunting stakeholders. Concerns include hunter 

conflicts over baiting locations, litter left on public lands, and damage to trees used to 

anchor barrels. The DNR recommends other methods to judge the size of a bear, rather 

than using a barrel, such as marking height on a stick or tree with temporary paint near a 

bait site. Changes to current regulations are not recommended. 

 

NEUTRAL: 

 



Proposed Resolution #03 

Requires 2/3 Majority 

 

Submitted by: Millard H. Holton, Individual Member 

MUCC Region: 7 

Passed:  MUCC Region III, February 20, 2016; Postponed at the 2016 Annual Convention 

Title: ALLOW HUNTERS TO POSSESS AND USE MULTIPLE TYPE LEGAL 

WEAPONS WHILE HUNTING MORE THAN ONE LEGAL SPECIES DURING 

OVERLAPPING SEASONS 

 

WHEREAS, the 2015 Michigan Hunting and Trapping Digest explains each hunting season and what 1 

weapons can be used, or those prohibited in each; and 2 

WHEREAS, during the archery deer seasons, it is unlawful to carry afield a non CPL pistol, revolver, or 3 

other firearm while bow hunting for deer (page 20); and 4 

WHEREAS, the archery seasons overlap with several seasons where firearms are permitted in the same 5 

habitat, including small game (cottontail rabbits, snowshoe hare, squirrel, woodchuck, pheasants, grouse, 6 

and woodcock) as well as, red and grey fox, raccoon, coyote and numerous species with no closed 7 

seasons (pages, 4-6); and  8 

WHEREAS, the firearm deer hunter may carry afield [during the firearm deer season] a bow and arrow, 9 

crossbow and firearm (page 20); and 10 

WHEREAS, both a Spring and September turkey hunter can legally possess a shotgun, bow or crossbow 11 

at the same time; and 12 

WHEREAS, during the Mentored Youth Hunting Season, "The mentor is limited to two hunting devices 13 

(shotgun, rifle, bow or crossbow,)" (page 26); and 14 

WHEREAS, the hunting areas are full of hunters carrying CPL approved firearms while hunting deer 15 

with archery equipment or crossbows during the archery seasons; and 16 

WHEREAS, a deer combo license allows a hunter to use both kill tags in either the firearms season, the 17 

muzzleloader season, the archery seasons, or use one license in each of these seasons (page, 31); and 18 

WHEREAS, "a crossbow can be used during any season in which a firearm is allowed" (page 18); and 19 

WHEREAS, it is illegal to possess a crossbow and a muzzleloader at the same time in the field, during 20 

the December, muzzleloader season (In the Upper Peninsula, December muzzleloader season, crossbows 21 



are banned), even though both weapons are legal to use in these overlapping, late archery, and 22 

muzzleloader seasons (page 18); and  23 

WHEREAS, it is illegal to possess a crossbow and a firearm at the same time, in the field, during the 24 

overlapping, late archery deer season with the late, antlerless firearm, deer season (page 17, 2015 25 

Michigan Antlerless Deer Digest); and 26 

WHEREAS, the fields, woodlots and waters are full of hunters with all kinds and calibers of firearms 27 

from Mid-September until January 1st and later, including each archery deer season on both private and 28 

public lands. This presents ample opportunities to violate, if one is inclined to do so; and 29 

WHEREAS, recent, substantially increased poaching fines and penalties should reduce any perceived 30 

rise in game violations; and 31 

WHEREAS, allowing a hunter to hunt multiple species with more than one type of legal weapon and 32 

ammunition, in overlapping seasons would increase hunting opportunities, hunter participation and hunter 33 

satisfaction, as well as, boost legal harvesting success, with minimal harm to the Natural Resources. 34 

NOW, 35 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) work with the 36 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Natural Resources Commission (NRC) and frame a 37 

Wildlife Order that would eliminate certain, conflicting or contradictory statements and confusion from 38 

the Hunting Digests, along with removing the prohibition against using more than one legal weapon while 39 

hunting multiple species during overlapping seasons; especially when hunting deer. 40 



 



PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

2017-03 

 

TITLE: Allow Hunters To Possess And Use Multiple Type Legal Weapons While Hunting 

More Than One Legal Species During Overlapping Seasons 

DATE OF ANALYSIS: September 14th 2016 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM: 

  

In Michigan, from Mid-September until January 1st and later, the woodlots, fields, and waters are 

full of hunters with all kinds of calibers of firearms, including each archery season on both 

private and public lands.  This presents ample opportunities to violate regulations, if one is 

inclined to do so. 

 

Michigan hunting regulations currently in the 2016 Michigan Hunting and Trapping Digest 

explains each hunting season and what hunting devices can be used, or those prohibited in each, 

for example:  

 During the archery season it is unlawful to carry afield a pistol, revolver, or other firearm 

while bow hunting for deer unless you have a CPL (page 20). Which means:  

o It is illegal to possess a crossbow and a muzzleloader at the same in time in the 

field, during the December archery and muzzleloader deer seasons even though 

both weapons are legal to use in these overlapping seasons  

o It is illegal to possess a crossbow and a firearm at the same time, in the field, 

during the overlapping late archery deer season with the late, antlerless firearm, 

deer season 

 The archery seasons overlap with several seasons where firearms are permitted in the 

same habitat, including small game (cottontail rabbits, snowshoe hare, squirrel, 

woodchuck, pheasants, grouse, and woodcock) as well as, fox, coyote, raccoon and 

numerous species with no closed seasons (pages, 4-6). 

 The firearm deer hunter may carry afield (during the firearm deer season) a bow and 

arrow, crossbow and various firearms (page 20). 

 Both a Spring and Fall turkey hunter can legally possess a shotgun, bow or crossbow at 

the same time. 

 During the Mentored Youth Hunting Season, “The mentor is limited to two hunting 

devices (shotgun, rifle, bow or crossbow) (page 26). 

 A deer combo license allows a hunter to use both kill tags in either the firearms season, 

the muzzleloader season, the archery seasons, or use one license in each of these seasons 

(page 31). 

 A crossbow can be used during any season in which a firearm is allowed (page 18).  

 

 

RESOLUTION CONTENT: 

 

 To frame a Wildlife Order that would eliminate certain, conflicting or contradictory 

statements and confusion from the Hunting Digests 



 Removing the prohibition against using more than one legal weapon while hunting 

multiple species during overlapping seasons; especially when hunting deer.  

 

  

MUCC CURRENT & PASS POLICY STANDINGS:  None 

 

ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT OF RESOLUTION: 

 

 Hunting areas are already full of hunters carrying CPL approved firearms while hunting 

deer with archery equipment or crossbows during the archery seasons. 

 Recent, substantially increased poaching fines and penalties should reduce any perceived 

rise in game violations. 

 Potential for increased hunting opportunities, hunter participation, and hunter satisfaction. 

 Boost legal harvesting success with minimal harm to the Natural Resources.   

 Would allow a hunter to hunt multiple species with more than one type of legal weapon 

and ammunition in overlapping seasons.  

 

ARGUMENTS IN OPPOSITION OF RESOLUTION: 

 

 Overlaying the rules of several seasons and the appropriate method and manner of take 

attendant to each creates a potentially complicated scenario for the hunter. 

 Could potentially create unenforceable violations. 

 Hunter orange is required while hunting with a firearm during some seasons and would 

not be required during other seasons, making intent hard to prove.  

 License violations would become hard to enforce.  

 More trophy deer would succumb to “temptation by otherwise legal” hunters.  

 License sales may decrease as some would “wait for the kill” to purchase the deer or 

turkey license, and would just buy the base license.  

 Could potentially reduce the revenue brought in by deer license sales.  

 Hunter orange violations would dramatically increase, as well as safety violations.  

 This proposal, as written would create conflict with the current Federal Waterfowl 

Regulations, in which only one firearm or bow may be used and possessed.  

 Impacts to the 5-day quiet period as “rabbit hunters with centerfire rifles” would increase 

in numbers and would be impossible to bring to justice. 

 Hunting related accidents may increase as unsafe tree-stand hunters would now be 

carrying more than one weapon into their stands, creating for more chances of falls, 

injury and even death.  

 Trespass issues may increase.  

 

POSITIONS: 

 

  SUPPORT: 

 OPPOSITION: Michigan Department of Natural Resources  

 NEUTRAL:  



 1 

Proposed Resolution #04 

 

Submitted by:  MUCC Past President Paul Rose 

MUCC Region:  4 

Proposed:  September 24, 2016 Conservation Policy Meeting 

Title:   Smallmouth Bass Regulatory Review Engagement for Beaver Island 

Archipelago  

  

WHEREAS, the Beaver Island archipelago has historically hosted one of North America’s most 1 

exceptional smallmouth bass fisheries, and 2 

WHEREAS, this fishery has represented a significant social, cultural, recreational and economic benefit 3 

to local residents and citizens of the State of Michigan, and 4 

WHEREAS, this fishery was adversely impacted by a variety of predatory and biological factors which 5 

also coincided with the proliferation of Double Crested Cormorants, and  6 

WHEREAS, protective measures implemented in the preceding decade did result in a significant 7 

recovery of smallmouth bass populations across the age-class spectrum, and  8 

WHEREAS, increasing anecdotal evidence suggests that this recovery has been negatively impacted by 9 

both aggressive angler harvest in close proximity to critical spawning seasons and the continued 10 

proliferation of predatory species. NOW,  11 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) request the 12 

Fisheries Division of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources pursue a stakeholder engagement 13 

process for the purpose of considering special regulations which would be intended to enhance and 14 

protect the unique smallmouth bass fishery historically enjoyed in the Beaver Island archipelago; and  15 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that such a regulatory review shall include the objective of increasing 16 

species age class diversity with the expressed goal of increasing populations of mature smallmouth bass 17 

which have the biological capability of reaching an age in excess of 15 years.18 

 


