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BACKGROUND/PROBLEM: 
 
Historically, the Beaver Island archipelago has hosted one of North America’s most exceptional 

smallmouth bass fisheries.  These fisheries have had a significant impact socially, culturally, 

recreationally and economically that benefit the local residents and citizens of the State of 

Michigan.   
 
It has been argued that the fisheries have been adversely impacted by a variety of predatory and 

biological factors, such as the rise in population of the Double Crested Cormorants, along with 

aggressive angler harvest.  This resolution is intended to enhance and protect the unique 

smallmouth bass fisheries that have been enjoyed in the archipelago for decades.   
 

RESOLUTION CONTENT: 
 

● Protective measures implemented in preceding decades resulted in significant recovery of 

smallmouth bass populations across the age-class spectrum. 
● Increasing anecdotal evidence suggests that this recovery has been negatively impacted 

by both aggressive angler harvest in close proximity to critical spawning seasons, and the 

continued proliferation of predatory species such as the Double Crested Cormorants.  
● Pursuing a stakeholder engagement process with the Fisheries Division of the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources  for the purpose of considering special regulations 

which would be intended to enhance and protect the unique smallmouth bass fishery that 

has been historically enjoyed in the Beaver Island archipelago.   
● Shall include the objective of increasing species age class diversity with the expressed 

goal of increasing populations of mature smallmouth bass which have the biological 

capability of reaching an age in excess of 15 years.  
 

MUCC CURRENT & PAST POLICY STANDINGS: 
● At its 2014 Annual Convention, MUCC delegates adopted a resolution calling for the 

establishment of year-round catch-and-immediate-release of black bass species and 

additionally called for the MI DNR to employ data-driven, adaptive management 

techniques for black bass management.   

 

ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT OF RESOLUTION: 
While not calling for the establishment of special regulations or a change in the current 

regulatory approach for the island, the resolution does call for a special review of the conditions 

in the Beaver Island archipelago which are contributing to an observed decline in the bass 

fishery.  That review and dialogue may result in a different regulatory approach, but the 

resolution does not prejudge the outcome.     
 



ARGUMENTS IN OPPOSITION OF RESOLUTION: 
DNR Fisheries Division have recently claimed, in response to other petitions for study on bass, 

that their limited resources do not allow them to study this species.  As it relates to this 

resolution, a question  may be raised as to how the Beaver Island bass fishery would relate to 

other regions and water bodies also in need of research.   
 
 

POSITIONS:  
 
 


