
Talking Points for Advocates – Conversations with Members of Congress on CHC Funding Cliff 

Set up 

 We are calling today because we’re concerned that in a matter of days, every Health Center 

in America faces a funding cliff.  

 On September 30, the Community Health Centers Fund will expire – this fund currently 

accounts for 70% of our federal funding, and ALL funding for critical workforce programs: 

the National Health Service Corps and Teaching Health Centers program.  

 A Continuing Resolution does NOT automatically extend this funding – we need Congress to 

specifically act to extend it. 

 We cannot afford the uncertainty that missing this deadline (or a short-term extension) will 

bring. We need to be able to recruit providers, secure bank loans, and plan.  

 We know you are a supporter of Health Centers and now we need your help to get this 

done. 

Impact 

 Nationally, HHS estimates that the CHC Funding Cliff will lead to the closure of some 2,800 

Health Center locations, elimination of more than 50,000 jobs, and most importantly, a loss 

of access to care for some 9 million patients. 

 At our health center, I can tell you what the impact would be: 

o Estimated closures of sites, loss of patient access, jobs 

o As much detail as possible here is important. 

o Use the Funding Cliff Impact Estimator tool from NACHC’s Make the Case page to 

help 

 This level of impact doesn’t only hurt us – it will end up hurting our entire community, our 

local economy and driving up the cost of health care as more patients turn to the 

emergency room for access. 

What are we asking? 

 We are asking that before September 30th, Congress extend the Health Centers Fund for at 

least five years, with at least current funding levels in place.  

 Taking this action now is critical to our ability to plan, to recruit, and to continue offering 

care to our community without disruption. 

 Today I’m asking you to take a specific, public action to move us toward a solution. (See 

menu of Member actions on the Make the Case page) 

 Please let me know, as a supporter of Health Centers, what action you are prepared to take 

to get this done, and when I can follow up. 

http://www.hcadvocacy.org/makethecase
http://www.hcadvocacy.org/makethecase

