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Statement of NACOLE President Brian Corr on Immigration and Law Enforcement 

 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, January 30, 2017 – Recent events have generated considerable concern and 

anxiety regarding the role of law enforcement agencies, especially for members of our immigrant 

communities. The National Association for Civilian Oversight of Law Enforcement (NACOLE) believes that 

treating every person with dignity and justice is essential to supporting and promoting the safety, 

health, and well-being of all.  

 

Every individual – regardless of religion, race, immigration or documentation status, or national origin – 

should feel safe to seek and obtain assistance and protection from law enforcement and should not be 

subject to discriminatory treatment or harassment, or the fear of such treatment. Law enforcement 

relies on the trust and cooperation of all persons to promote community safety and provide proactive 

community policing services to all. The enforcement of the nation’s civil immigration laws is the primary 

responsibility of the federal government and therefore local, county, and state-level law enforcement 

should not undertake immigration-related investigations or inquire into the specific immigration status 

of any person encountered during normal operations. 

 

Civilian oversight agencies should adopt methods and practices to ensure that no one is denied the right 

to access the police complaint and/or commendation processes that they conduct or oversee based on 

religion, race, immigration or documentation status, or national origin. 

 

NACOLE encourages all local, county, and state-level law enforcement and civilian oversight agencies to 

adopt policies, procedures and practices that: are consistent with fair and professional law enforcement; 

support effective and constitutional policing; promote increasingly respectful police and community 

relations; and are responsive to community needs. 

 

# # # 

 

The National Association for Civilian Oversight of Law Enforcement works to enhance accountability and 

transparency in policing and build community trust through civilian oversight of law enforcement. 
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