
10th ANNUAL URBAN SEARCH & RESCUE/RECOVERY WORKSHOP 

Dates:  May 23rd, 2015  8am-5pm 

 May 24th, 2015  8am-3pm 

Location: 20209 Logging Creek Trail, Grantsburg, WI 

Cost: $100 with K9 ($50 for members of NSSDN); observers without K9 are welcome without 

charge (although we will ask you to be a hider).  One dog/handler please; extra, non-working 

dogs are welcome as long as they are confined, quiet and don’t disrupt the class. 

 

Description: This weekend is designed for wilderness K9 handlers who have an interest in 

learning about searching in a disaster environment, and those with USAR experience who want 

to practice their skills in a new environment.  Whether your goal is simply to learn how to 

operate safely and effectively in order to respond to small local incidents (e.g. tornados), or if 

you have the desire to go further and become certified to deploy with a task force, this class 

will help you learn/practice the skills you will need. 

Obedience- We won’t spend a lot of time on this but we will show you what is expected 

from teams that are evaluating to the FEMA and SUSAR standards. 

Agility- This is a critical skill for searching on rubble; the dog must learn to negotiate 

obstacles, walk on slippery and unstable surfaces, and go into small, dark spaces, all 

while searching for the target odor and taking direction from the handler. 

Directionals- This skill allows the handler to send the dog to search a specific area at a 

distance; this minimizes the amount of rubble the handler must negotiate thereby 

decreasing the risk of handler injury.  This is important because let’s face it, dogs are 

way more agile than we are and generally weigh less than we do- they are much less 

likely to injure themselves or a victim while climbing around on rubble! 

Indications- For live-find dogs the preferred trained final response on rubble is a 

sustained bark; even refind-trained wilderness dogs can be taught to bark at an 

inaccessible victim under rubble.  Refinds on rubble put the dog and handler at 

increased risk of injury, however for those handlers who do not wish to teach the 

sustained bark indication we will work on making the refind as safe as possible.   

The cadaver dogs must learn to perform their trained indication on rubble which may be 

unstable or uncomfortable. 



 

Rubble search- All teams will have the opportunity to work on a rubble pile at their own 

level of experience and expertise.  We will go over safety procedures and equipment, 

search strategy and scent behavior in a disaster environment, types of collapsed 

structures and assessing the scene.  In addition for those who may be interested in 

eventually evaluating for disaster search, we will give tips on how to maximize your 

chances of success during a test. 

 

Note: Handlers must wear personal protective equipment (PPE) while on the rubble pile. 

 Required: 
 Long-sleeved shirt 
 Gloves 
 Boots above the ankle (steel/safety toe) 
 Helmet (you can usually borrow one if you don’t own one) 
 
 Recommended: 
 Shin and elbow protection 
 Goggles 

Dogs will work “naked” on the pile- no collars, leashes or harnesses that can get caught 

up and cause injury.  The training area is completely fenced.  You must have a way to 

confine your dog when not working- no tie-outs.  There is plenty of shade available. 

 

Lodging: There is plenty of space for tents on-site or you can stake out a piece of floor in 

the house.  There is also a motel in Grantsburg (Wood River Motel) that will accept 

search dogs- this is about 20 minutes away. 

 

Food: Coffee and continental breakfast provided.  We will have a pot-luck on Saturday.   

 

 

Monday, May 25 we will hold certification tests for NASAR and NSSDN; please let us 

know ASAP if you want to evaluate or if you can assist in the evaluations.  


