
Minutes of meeting 

 

Bloc’s Name: Foreign Policies Bloc 

Coordinator’s Name: Makram Zeenny 

Date: 02 & 09/04/2021 

Guests:  

Attendees: Najwa Baroodi, Ghinwa El Mais (New comer), Walid Chahine, Walid Abou Samah, 

Rabih El Hajji, Jean-Luc Imbert, Cesar Emmanuel, Elie Ghanem, Makram Zeenny 

Distribution: All attendees and Veronique Khabbaz (New comer) 

Summary of Meeting Minutes: 

A) Briefing and discussing The Booklet’s Skeleton 

B) Discussing organizational topic of the booklet 

C) Choosing which Target Country to start with 

D) Review of documents related to the Target Country chosen (Syria) 

E) Next steps: Discussions of next meeting 

F) Miscellaneous 

Decisions and To Do Lists with Time frame: 

 

02/04/2021 

A) Review of the booklet skeleton was made and all attendees approved it. (Skeleton found 

at the end of the MOM) 

 

B) The attendees discussed about the way the study per area/target country can be done. 

2 options were discussed:  

1. Create sub-blocs specialized by area that would handle the target countries in 

this area 

2. Work all together as a group and members would bring in their information after 

having made their researches. 

Decision: Option 2 was chosen as a trial. 

 

C) The target country to start with was decided: Syria. Makram Zeenny to send all 

documents uploaded on the FPB webpage for all to review and discuss in the next 

meeting: 

 



09/04/2021 

 

D) The document “Syria Under Bashar” was presented by Najwa Baroodi (Author of the 

document). Discussions were mainly about some points that need to be added in the 

“Point 5 - Section a” of the skeleton (Historical Background) in addition to pinpointing 

more points that should be handled strategically by the FP of Lebanon. The following 

points were depicted, however more points might arise and members were invited to 

review and come back with more points that the FP should tackle after reviewing all 

documents sent by mail by Makram Zeenny earlier this week. 

1. Land and sea demarcation 

2. The “Lebanese Syrian High Council”  

3. Review treaties regarding the economic, medical, cultural and military relations 

(Transit, Export/Import of goods etc…) 

4. Build trust with Syria 

5. Touristic exchange and concerted touristic efforts 

6. Return of Syria to the Arab League 

7. Return of the Syrian refugees 

8. Reconstruction of Syria 

9. Corruption and goods’ smuggling across the borders 

10. Caesar Act issue 

 

E) Action/Discussion during the next meeting:  

1. Pick a data collector from among the member for the Syria task 

2. All members are to bring in their input on the basis of the “Format of the 

Booklet” (Point 5 in the booklet skeleton below) 

3.  

F) Miscellaneous: Makram Zeenny shall send the mails related to the task above to the 

new comers. 

    

NEXT NEETING: Friday April 16, 2021 at 6 pm (Same Zoom Link) 

 

 The Skeleton of the FPB booklet 
  
1) Mission:  
The Foreign Policy of Lebanon booklet is meant to convey to the world the real identity and image of the 
Republic of Lebanon by putting forth a multifaceted farsighted “Foreign Policies Strategy” that gives it 
enough back-up to reinforce its presence internationally, to deter any external intervention/aggression, 
to bolster its economy and to protect its citizens internally and abroad.  



 
 
2) General bases of the team’s thinking process:  
a) The sound personal way of thinking to come up with a non-aligned, pragmatic and efficient policy is: 
“The state organizes the life of the citizen from the moment he is born till the day he dies while the 
religion is of personal interest and is meant to give meaning to his life.”  

b) As a reminder, the basics of politics in order to come up with a sound strategy are:  
i) The central power of the state is the military and the “money”  

ii) The assets of the state is the economy, the military and the people  

iii) The cultural background and vision  

iv) The technology level  
c) The basics of geopolitics:  
i) Geopolitical power is the capacity “To do” and the capacity of being able from preventing the other 
“Not to Do”  

ii) There is no friendship among nations, there is ONLY INTERESTS.  

iii) Maps are one of the fundamentals geopolitics rely on. 
 
 
3) The domains that need to be covered by the FP bloc per target country (TC):  
a) Politics and diplomacy  

b) Commerce and economy  

c) Technology  

d) Energy  

e) Ecology  

f) Corruption  

g) Possibilities of twinning capitals, towns and villages  

h) Cultural  

i) Diaspora existence (Taking advantage of it and how to defend it) 
  
 
4) The list of TC:  
a) M-E: Syria, Iraq, Turkey, Israel, Egypt.  

b) Gulf: KSA, UAE, Kuwait, Iran  

c) Far East: India  

d) Europe: France, Italy, Germany, UK, Vatican, Cyprus  

e) America: Canada, Brazil  

f) Superpowers: USA, Russia, China, NATO 
  
 
5) The format of the booklet:  
a) TC’s historical background  
i) TC’s own history  

ii) TC’s history with other countries  

iii) TC’s history with Lebanon (If available)  
b) Assessment of TC’s potentials, history and FP: This includes the analysis of the S.W.O.T in all possible 
domains in point 3  



c) Recommendations per TC: Use the S. and W. and O. in Lebanon interests  

d) How to deal with the T. the TC represent.  

 

 

 

 

 


