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1775
First National
Call to Fasting 
& Prayer, 
called for by 
Continental
Congress.

1863
President Lincoln
declares a 
National Day 
of Prayer and
Fasting.

1983
The National Day 
of Prayer Task Force 
was established 
in May 1983. 
The first National 
Day of Prayer 
Observance
was held in
Constitution Hall.

President
Dr. Ronnie Floyd

Governing Board
The National Day of Prayer Task Force is 
governed by its 15-member Board of 
Directors who also preside over the 
National Prayer Committee.
Board Chair - Dr. David Butts
Board President - Rev. Dick Eastman

1987
Vonette Bright 
& NPC begin 
lobbying 
President Reagan
and Congress 
to set aside a 
designated day 
for national
prayer.

1988
President Reagan
signs into law 
the designation 
of the first 
Thursday in May 
as the annual 
observance for 
the National 
Day of Prayer.

1991
Mrs. Shirley
Dobson becomes
Chairman of the
NDP Task Force.

2016
Shirley Dobson
celebrates her 
25th anniversary 
and passes the 
baton to Anne 
Graham Lotz,
who becomes 
interim Chairman 
of the NDP
Task Force.

2017
The National Day 
of Prayer Board 
of Directors 
retires the title 
of Chairman, 
and appoints 
Dr. Ronnie Floyd 
as the President 
of the National 
Day of Prayer.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER TASK FORCE

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the NDP Task Force is to mobilize unified public prayer for America.

ABOUT THE MINISTRY
The National Prayer Committee formed a national prayer subcommittee in 1981, which 
became the National Day of Prayer Task Force in 1989. National Day of Prayer was first led 
by Vonette Bright until 1991, then by Shirley Dobson and Anne Graham Lotz until 2017, 
and now by Dr. Ronnie Floyd.

Since 1993, there have been 1,412 proclamations by the President of the United States 
and state leaders, encouraging all Americans to pray on the National Day of Prayer.

Today, tens of thousands of events, reaching millions of people, are coordinated by more 
than 17,000 NDP Task Force volunteer leaders across the nation.

National Day of Prayer - 2017 Impact Report

2018
The 30th 
anniversary of 
President Reagan 
signing into law 
the designation of 
the first Thursday in 
May as the 
annual observance 
for the National 
Day of Prayer.
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Dear Prayer Partners,

America needs to pray. Prayer brings people together. Prayer builds bridges between 
opposing persons and even political parties. Prayer reminds us that we are created in 
God’s image and He desires for us to represent Him everywhere we go. Prayer should 
always be our first choice, not our last choice. In times like we are in now, our eyes need 
to be on the Lord alone. Movements of prayer can impact culture.

There is no great movement of God that has ever occurred that does not begin with the 
extraordinary prayer of God’s people. The time is now for us to come together before God 
in clear agreement, visible union, and extraordinary prayer for the next great move of 
God, which will catapult us into reaching the world with the life-changing message of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. I believe that unified prevailing prayer will lead to these results. 

As you reflect with us over this past year and read through the 2017 Impact Report, I hope 
you will join us in thanking God for His powerful work through this ministry. In addition, I 
also hope that you will purpose to join us as we mobilize unified public prayer for America 
in 2018 by advancing the call to unity in our nation. We need your support to advance this 
timely message of unity across our land by joining us in prayer, by mobilizing prayer in 
your community, and by giving a financial gift — we need your partnership in every way. 

The National Day of Prayer in America is needed now more than ever before in our history.

Now is the time to lead and to pray,

Dr. Ronnie Floyd, President, National Day of Prayer

National Day of Prayer - 2017 Impact Report
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Annual Prayer Events
Through the dedicated efforts of our 
volunteers within their communities, tens 
of thousands of gatherings in churches, parks, 
state capitals, stadiums and civic centers, in all 
50 states, rallied millions to intercede for our 
nation once again. From the UNITE gathering
at the US Bank Stadium in Minneapolis with 
thousands in attendance to countywide 
gatherings, such as in Bartow County, Georgia, 
where local pastors, ministry leaders, elected 
officials and business leaders walked together, 
united in prayer, to their courthouse steps – 
God’s people gathered to pray.  

2017 INITIATIVES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

National Observance
Held for the first time in the United States Capitol Building, the 2017 Congressional 
National Day of Prayer event was hosted by members of Congress, and led by our acting 
Chairperson, Anne Graham Lotz. U.S. Senate Chaplain Barry Black began with a prayer that 
invoked God’s presence and stirred the audience to shout “Amen!”  U.S. Congressman Louie 
Gohmert stepped up and gave a concise history of Statuary Hall, including the incredible 
fact that early in our nation’s history, the Hall served as the only church in Washington, DC. 
Dick Eastman, an original as well as current National Day of Prayer Board Member, briefly 
related the history of the National Day of Prayer, then Senator James Lankford stepped up, 
and with a divine resonance in his voice, read Daniel 9:1-23a. After that, Dr. Ronnie Floyd, 
Rev. Sammy Rodriguez, and others led in powerful prayer for America. It was an inspiring 
event that was watched on Facebook LIVE and through Livestream by more than 123,000 
people, and by another 500,000 in 90 nations on God TV. Over 2,113,000 were reached with 
the challenge to pray for America through our social media alone.
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National Leadership 
Summit 2017 
From November 2–5, volunteer 
leaders from around the nation 
gathered in Colorado Springs to 
be encouraged and equipped to 
become more effective prayer 
mobilizers in their communities, 
and in our nation. The opening session 
with our new president, Dr. Ronnie Floyd, was streamed live 
to tens of thousands on Facebook LIVE as he shared this year’s 
theme, Pray for America – UNITY, and cast the vision for 
mobilizing millions more in unified public prayer for America.

National Media Campaigns   
Championing the Cause of Prayer, Revival and 
Religious Freedom in America

Along with the National Day of Prayer’s continuing work 
to mobilize unified public prayer for America, we continue 
to encourage and promote participation in prayer events 
around the nation through traditional and social media. 
Traditional media stories numbered more than 7,500, 
reaching tens of thousands, while more than 3.3 million 
people were reached with Facebook alone. We also worked 
hard to support and promote dozens of other critical 
outreaches and organizations calling our nation to 
prayer, revival, and the furtherance of the gospel. 

Cry Out America 2017
Dr. Ronnie Floyd, President of the National Day of Prayer, came alongside “Cry Out 
America” coordinators and a group of Chicago’s pastors and faith leaders to lead a 
multi-ethnic and multi-denominational public prayer gathering for America in 
downtown Chicago on Monday, September 11.  “Cry Out America” is held 
annually on 9/11 and has, over the years, united millions of Americans in prayer for 
the U.S. and for the families of the victims of terrorist attacks. This year, the event 
reached nearly 27,000 people via Facebook LIVE, while hundreds more gathered in 
the Richard J. Daley Center to pray for healing and spiritual awakening in America in 
the aftermath of the Charlottesville, Virginia, attack and recent natural disasters.

@natlprayer
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LOOKING BACK ON 2017

The Board of Directors Announces Dr. Ronnie Floyd as the New President of the National Day of Prayer 

Dr. Ronnie Floyd, Senior Pastor of Cross Church in Northwest Arkansas, now serves as the new president of the National Day of Prayer. As 
President, Dr. Floyd will oversee the national operation of mobilizing individuals, churches, denominations, and organizations to unified public 
prayer for America throughout the year, which will culminate annually on the first Thursday of May, when the whole country observes the 
National Day of Prayer.

 “Without a shadow of a doubt, prayer has always been at the heart of our nation’s founding and history,” said David Butts, Chairman of the Board 
of the National Day of Prayer and Founder and President of Harvest Prayer Ministries. “The mission of the National Day of Prayer is to mobilize our 
nation to unified public prayer for America. Our heart is to see a mighty spiritual awakening in America.”

“As we step into a new phase of carrying this mission and legacy, I believe we couldn’t have found a man more passionate or dedicated to prayer 
and spiritual awakening than Ronnie Floyd,” Butts said. “Throughout his life, he has demonstrated he is a leader with a unique calling to lead 
others to unify together to pray for our nation and the need of spiritual awakening. America is blessed to have him as the new president of the 
National Day of Prayer.”

2 MILLION Americans 
 participated in over 
   30,000 EVENTS
       across all 50 STATES

500,000 PEOPLE 
watched on God TV in 

90 NATIONS

Held
for the

FIRST TIME
in the 

U.S. CAPITOL
BUILDING

OVER
2,113,000
reached through

SOCIAL
MEDIA
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LOOKING FORWARD TO 2018

Unified Prevailing Prayer for the Next Great Move of God in America

The National Day of Prayer was created in 1952 by a joint resolution of Congress, and signed into 
law by President Harry S. Truman. In 1988, the law was unanimously amended by both the House 
and the Senate and signed into law by President Ronald Reagan on Thursday, May 5, 1988, 
designating the first Thursday of May as a day of national prayer. Every president since 1952 has 
signed a National Day of Prayer proclamation.

Prayer brings people together. Prayer builds bridges between opposing persons and even political 
parties. Prayer reminds us that we are created in God’s image and He desires for us to represent Him 
everywhere we go. Prayer brings UNITY. In 2018, our theme will be Pray for America – UNITY, based 
upon Ephesians 4:3 which challenges us to mobilize unified public prayer for America, “Making every 
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”

Our hope is that we as individuals, churches, and spiritual leaders in America, will humble ourselves 
and unify in prevailing prayer for the next great move of God in America.  We can come together in 
clear agreement that this is our greatest need. We can become a visible union, standing together in 
prayer. We can pray more than ever before, and practice extraordinary prayer for the next great 
move of God in America that will catapult the message of the gospel nationally and internationally. 

Pray with us. Sponsor an event in your community. Become a volunteer. Order resources to help promote an event in your area. Support the 
National Day of Prayer financially. In whatever way you choose to become involved, you can visit our website at nationaldayofprayer.org 
to learn more. Together, we can mobilize unified public prayer for America!

“There is no great movement of God that has ever occurred that does not begin with the extraordinary prayer of God’s people.” Dr. Ronnie Floyd

#PRAY4UNITY



Here are five ways you can 
make a difference:

 √ Make a Contribution Today

 √ Become a Monthly Partner

 √ Will and Estate Planning

 √ Stock and Gift Annuities

 √ Corporate Sponsorships

The National Day of Prayer Task Force is a nonprofit organization with a 501(c)(3) status. The mission of the National 
Day of Prayer Task Force is to mobilize unified public prayer for America. We rely on individual donations, foundation 
support, and resource sales. Copyright 2017. All Rights Reserved. International copyright secured.

INVESTING IN HOPE - MOBILIZING UNIFIED PUBLIC PRAYER FOR AMERICA

Visit Us Online For Financial Details:
NationalDayofPrayer.org/Donate

Mailing Address:
National Day of Prayer Task Force
PO Box 64225
Colorado Springs, CO 80962

Physical Address:
National Day of Prayer Task Force
3710 Sinton Rd., Suite 220
Colorado Springs, CO 80907

BECOME A 
LEGACY OF PRAYER 

PARTNER

Phone: 719-559-9560

NationalDayofPrayer.org


