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EXECUTIVE BRIEF
AMERICANS UNITE TO PRAY ON MAY 6th
Americans from all walks of life will gather on May 6th to lift up our country in prayer for the National Day
of Prayer. Our nation has endured a year marked by tragedy and pain, but we know prayer has carried us
through these days and the hand of God will move us into a brighter future.
This year marks 70 years since Reverend Billy Graham stood on the capitol steps in February 1952 and called
for congress and the president to establish a day of prayer. By April of that year, President Truman signed the
legislation into public law.
For seven decades, the efforts of the National Day of Prayer Task Force have mobilized Americans to observe
the National Day of Prayer in all 50 states and in U.S. territories to pray for those who lead and those in need
in our nation.
(Read the full press release on page 3)

THEME AND FOCUS
Each year the NDP Task Force President asks the Lord for a
theme to guide prayers.
2021 Theme: “LORD pour out Your LOVE, LIFE, and LIBERTY.”
2021 Verse: 2 Corinthians 3:17 NKJV, “Now the Lord is the
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”
The annual theme art is a way to cast the vision of our prayers.
This year we are praying for the LOVE, LIFE and LIBERTY
found in Jesus Christ to impact Americans from all walks of
life and backgrounds.

ABOUT THE MINISTRY
The National Day of Prayer Task Force is led by our
President, Kathy Branzell and governed by an 11member Board of Directors who also preside over the
National Prayer Committee.
The Mission of the NDP Task Force is to mobilize prayer in
America and to encourage personal repentance and righteousness
in the culture.
The efforts of the National Day of Prayer Task Force are carried out in accordance with its Judeo-Christian
beliefs. The National Day of Prayer, as designated by our government, belongs to all Americans—it is not
owned by any one group, and every American can observe NDP in their own way. Everyone is invited to
attend a NDP Task Force event to hear messages and prayers in the name of Jesus Christ. We pray for Jesus
to bless those who lead and those in need throughout our country.
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NEWS RELEASE -- February 25, 2021
Amy McDonald
media@nationaldayofprayer.org
(719) 559-9566
The National Day of Prayer Task Force

AMERICANS UNITE TO PRAY ON MAY 6th

2021 Marks 70 Years of Prayer For America

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO (FEB 25, 2021) – Americans from all walks of life will gather on May
6th to lift up our country in prayer on the National Day of Prayer. Our nation has endured a year marked by
unprecedented challenges, but we know prayer has carried us through these days and the hand of God will
move us into a brighter future.
This year marks 70 years since Reverend Billy Graham stood on the capitol steps in February 1952 and called
for congress and the president to establish a day of prayer. By April of that year, President Truman signed the
legislation into public law.
Through the decades, the efforts of the National Day of Prayer Task Force have mobilized Americans to
observe the National Day of Prayer in all 50 states and in U.S. territories to pray for those who lead and those
in need in our nation.
Our President Kathy Branzell reminds us of the saying, “History belongs to the intercessors who believe the
future into being.”
As we believe and pray in 2021, our theme echoes our prayers: “LORD pour out Your LOVE, LIFE, and
LIBERTY.” Once again proclaiming a promise of God in our theme verse, 2 Corinthians 3:17 NKJV, “Now the
Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”
“It is our prayer today and throughout 2021 that the Spirit of the Lord would pour out and pour through us
across America,” said Kathy Branzell. “We pray to see the Lord fill our lives, families, churches, workplace,
education, military, government, arts, entertainment and media, with Biblical, not cultural, not worldly, but
Spirit-empowered, Spirit-filled LOVE, LIFE and LIBERTY as designed and defined by our Creator and Savior.”
These prayers are lifted up across the country through the efforts of our tens of thousands of volunteers who
lead their communities to organize over 60,000 local events on the National Day of Prayer in the past. Last
year, gatherings pivoted to virtual formats to comply with health guidelines. We learned that moving to pivot
means moving to more prayer and in 2020 we were able to engage with more people than ever before,
reaching into homes and hearts through tv, radio, and internet broadcasts.
This year our volunteer coordinators are preparing for a variety of events, both virtual, and in-person and
events in creative formats such as prayer flights, prayer drives, television broadcasts, and more. No matter
the format, there will be prayer from sunrise in Maine to sunset in the Pacific islands on the National Day of
Prayer!
#####
About the National Day of Prayer
The National Day of Prayer tradition predates the founding of the United States of America, evidenced by the
Continental Congress’ proclamation in 1775 setting aside a day of prayer. In 1952, Congress established an
annual day of prayer and, in 1988, that law was amended, designating the National Day of Prayer as the first
Thursday in May.
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TALKING POINTS
The National Day of Prayer Task Force leads millions of believers to pray for America each year on the
National Day of Prayer: the pinnacle moment to celebrate the prayer that happens across the nation the other
364 days each year.
70 YEARS OF PRAYER
This year marks 70 years since Reverend Billy Graham stood on the capitol steps in February 1952 and called
for congress and the president to establish a day of prayer. By April of that year, President Truman signed the
legislation into public law.
Through the decades, Americans have observed the National Day of Prayer in all 50 states and in U.S.		
territories, praying for our nation. These prayers have not stopped through wars, peace, political shifts,
celebrations, and now a global pandemic. In all circumstances we prioritize prayer as a first response and not
a last resort!
THEME AND VERSE
Our prayers in 2021 focus around our heart’s cry “LORD, pour out Your LOVE, LIFE and LIBERTY.” This prayer
proclaims the Biblical truth found in our theme verse, 2 Corinthians 3:17 NKJV “Now the Lord is the Spirit,
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”
2020 IMPACT
Last year, Covid-19 exploded in our country just as organizers shifted into high gear planning NDP
observances and events and much of our country shut down to preserve the health of our fellow Americans.
We did not give up! We learned to pivot into more prayer. Instead of meeting face to face, people gathered
virtually to pray along with our National broadcast where we reached into millions of homes and hearts across
the country and throughout the world.
EVENTS ACROSS THE COUNTRY
Each year our tens of thousands of volunteers plan over 60,000 events in all 50 states and throughout U.S.
territories. In 2020, the Lord poured out creativity on our event coordinators, and this year they are taking
what God taught them in 2020 and pivoting to prepare virtual and in person events. Event formats will include
prayer flights, prayer drives and radio broadcasts. At these National Day of Prayer observances, we pray for
God to bless those who lead and those in need throughout our nation.
UNITED IN LOVE
In 2021, the National Day of Prayer Task Force launched United in Love, a multi-year and multi-tiered
campaign to see the Church united in love and obedience to the design, dignity and demands that we read
about in God’s Word. Our desire is to encourage and equip believers to be effective hearers and effectual doers of the Word in their local communities by connecting them to resources and opportunities to get
involved with partner organizations. United in Love is not a one-time response to a moment in history—it is
the first step toward new levels of reconciliation and rebuilding.

The efforts of the National Day of Prayer Task Force are performed in accordance with its Judeo-Christian values and
beliefs. The National Day of Prayer, as designated by our government, belongs to all Americans—it is not owned by any
one group, and every American can observe NDP in their own way. Everyone is invited to attend an NDP Task Force
event to hear messages and prayers in the name of Jesus Christ.
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SPOKESPEOPLE
KATHY BRANZELL
President

Kathy Branzell serves as the President of the National Day
of Prayer (NDP) Task Force. She has served as a longtime
member of the Board of Directors, having led and served
alongside Vonette Bright, Shirley Dobson, Anne 		
Graham-Lotz, and Dr. Ronnie Floyd.

Along with her work on behalf of the National Day of Prayer
Task Force, she is the founder and president of Fellowship and Christian Encouragement
(FACE) for Educators and is the author/co-author of five books on prayer. She earned her
bachelor’s degree in Education and Human Development from the University of Georgia, and her master’s
degree in Biblical Studies from Liberty Theological Seminary. She has served as a Rapid Response Chaplain
for the Billy Graham Evangelical Association, and the National Coordinator of LOVE2020 and National 		
Facilitator for the Mission America Coalition (Now The Table Coalition).
Reflecting on the future of the NDP Task Force under her leadership, Mrs. Branzell believes that, “The ‘now’
generation is filled with the Holy Spirit and passionate about prayer. We would be foolish if we thought there
was one generation, one ethnicity, one gathering, or one person that could call this nation to prayer. The
Body of Christ is beautiful in reflecting every nation, tribe and tongue.”
Having raised two children with her husband Russ, Kathy lives in Atlanta, Georgia.

Dion is the Vice-President of the National Day of Prayer
Task Force. He is a visionary leader, and is passionate about
equipping, encouraging, and engaging the church, and
individual believers in passionate, effective, fervent prayer.

DION ELMORE
Vice President

Prior to joining the National Day of Prayer Task Force, he
served as a senior pastor, was a leader in both Fortune 500
corporations and in small business, specializing in leadership, creative strategy, and
marketing. Dion served for several years with Focus on the Family and worked on the
creative development and marketing of a wide variety of films, books, magazines, and programming, 		
including the popular Adventures in Odyssey series. He was also a pioneer in Focus on the Family’s 			
International efforts, working to establish ministry outreaches in the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand,
South Africa, and Singapore.
Dion is a co-author of the book The Front Line (A Prayer Warrior’s Guide to Spiritual Battle). He is married to
Brenda and resides in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

AMY MCDONALD

Amy serves as the Communication Coordinator for the
ministry. She graduated from Georgia College & State
University with a degree in Mass Communication.

Communications
Coordinator

She is passionate about building up the kingdom of
God by encouraging others to infuse the Gospel into
every aspect of their lives, starting with consistent,
humble, strategic prayer. Her heart’s missional desire
is to encourage believers and non-believers alike by sharing powerful stories of God’s
power, glory and goodness that point people back to the Gospel. Amy lives and works in Atlanta.

Please forward all media requests to media@nationaldayofprayer.org.
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RESOURCE LINKS
ITEMS FOR COORDINATORS
Visit our promo page to access the webstore,
social media graphics and press materials.
Click here to view the 2021 National Prayer from
our NDP president, Kathy Branzell.
Reference the following pages in your Volunteer
Coordinator Handbook for more information about
leveraging press relations:
47 – sample invitations for the media to
attend your event.
63-65 – tips on building a strong public
relations presence with the local media.
If you need an updated copy of the handbook,
reach out to your state coordinator here.

ITEMS FOR THE PRESS
For a PDF version of our press release, access radio
spots, digital art for promotion and other tools, click
here.
To learn more about our history, visit our ABOUT page.
To find an event in your local area, use our event search
tool.
ITEMS FOR CHURCHES
Check out our webstore to purchase items for your
church event, including table decorations, prayer
guides, bulletin inserts and digital images.

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Learn more about our ministry, our May 6 event and prayer needs around the country by following us on
Facebook and Instagram.

Celebrating 70 Years of Praying for America!
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