
 
 
 
03 April 2019 
 

 
 
Dear Stuart 
 
I am writing with regard to the Arms (Prohibited Firearms, Magazines, and Parts) Amendment Bill currently 
before the Finance and Expenditure Committee. 
 
As you know, National supports the swift introduction of amendments to our firearms legislation in the wake of 
the terrible tragedy in Christchurch on 15 March 2019. We have been clear since this devastating attack we 
support changes to our firearms laws and we are committed to working constructively with the Government to 
ensure we get this right. There is clear, strong, public support for changes to New Zealand’s firearms laws. We 
need to move to tighten controls around certain firearms to mitigate the risks of further incidents.  
 
We believe there is an opportunity to also include amendments to make it harder for gang members to obtain 
firearms, and to make it easier for the Police to search for and seize illegal firearms from gang members. 
 
You will have seen news reports in recent days that gang members are refusing to hand in firearms, even after 
the Arms (Prohibited Firearms, Magazines, and Parts) Amendment Bill becomes law. I am sure you will agree it 
is outrageous that gang members think they are above the law. If we are expecting hunters, farmers, and 
sporting shooters to hand in firearms once they are illegal; then we should expect it of gang members as well. If 
they won’t comply, we must make it easier for police to make them.  
 
The 2017 Law and Order Committee Report on the Inquiry into Issues Relating to the Illegal Possession of 
Firearms in New Zealand recommended that a Firearms Prohibition Order (FPO) regime be developed and 
introduced, modelled on the law in NSW and two other Australian states. FPOs will apply to the toughest gang 
members with serious offending histories. When Police have reason to believe an FPO has been breached or an 
offence has occurred, they will be able to search gang member, their vehicles or premises to look for illegal 
firearms. 
 
The Government Response to the report endorsed the introduction of FPOs and the Police Briefing to the 
Incoming Minister post the 2017 election was also supportive. Last year you stated you were supportive of 
FPOs in principle and would discuss with the Opposition a way to make then work. We believe now is that time. 
 
I am proposing that a FPO regime be introduced to the Arms (Prohibited Firearms, Magazines, and Parts) 
Amendment Bill at the Committee of the Whole House stage. My Arms (Firearms Prohibition Orders) 
Amendment Bill, defeated by the House last year, provides a starting point for any amendments. I am happy to 
work with your officials and advisors around a regime that would enjoy the support of the government. 

Hon Stuart Nash 
Minister of Police 
The Beehive 
Wellington 6160 
By email: s.nash@ministers.govt.nz 
 



 

 
Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Chris Bishop 
MP for Hutt South 
National’s Spokesperson for Police 


