
Matthew’s petition seeking the introduction of random roadside drug testing - as it is 

for alcohol - was today presented to Parliament by his mother, Karen Dow. 

Matthew Dow was killed by Alicia Fulcher-Poole on State Highway 60 in Appleby, 

Nelson at 9pm on 31 December 2017. Ms Fulcher-Poole had been smoking meth and 

cannabis earlier that day and was witnessed driving erratically and passing recklessly 

prior to the accident. She was convicted for drugged driving and sentenced to three 

and a half years imprisonment in September 2018. 

Statement from Karen Dow: 

“I should have been celebrating my son Matthew’s 25th birthday today but he was 

robbed of his life by a reckless drugged driver who was high on cannabis and meth. 

“I am at Parliament presenting this petition instead in the hope that the Government 

will take drug-impaired driving seriously and give police the tools and reasons to get 

drugged drivers off the road. If I can save one family from the grief of losing a loved 

one, it will have been worth it. 

“My concern is that the only convictions police get for drugged driving currently is 

when they do blood tests after a crash where someone is seriously injured or killed. 

It is too late then. We need to follow the example of other countries like Australia 

and give police the power to random roadside drug test, just as they do for alcohol. 

This is even more important with the Government's changes to the Misuse of Drugs 

Act that remove the ability for police to prosecute for possession of drugs like meth, 

and this week’s announcement of a referendum to allow recreational cannabis. 

“I was very encouraged by Police Minister Stuart Nash’s statement when we 

launched the petition on New Year’s Eve that Cabinet had approved a Discussion 

Paper on introducing roadside drug testing that would be released early this year. I 

have felt increasingly disappointed as the months have slipped by and nothing has 

happened. 

“I hope my petition presented today will add pressure to get on with it. This issue 

needs some urgency with a fellow New Zealander like my son Matthew losing their 

life on average once every five days to a drug-impaired driver.” 

Editor’s note: Matthew’s petition was presented today to National’s Nelson MP Nick 

Smith, Police Spokesperson Chris Bishop, Transport Spokesperson Paul Goldsmith and 

Justice Spokesperson Mark Mitchell. The family will be making detailed submissions 

on the petition when it is referred to Select Committee.  

Contact: Karen Dow 021 167 3724 


