
 

 On 23 February 2017 Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Te Koutu Board Chair, Mrs Ruwhiu, was 

called by a parent to meet with them regarding a serious concern. 

 On 15 March 2017, the Police made contact and advised that the Ministry of Education had 

been contacted. Mrs Ruwhiu also contacted the Ministry of Education. 

 Following advice from NZSTA and the Ministry of Education, and the NZ Police, on 18 March 

2017 the board reconvened, and resolved to cancel the remaining trip and recall the 

students and staff to New Zealand. 

 A formal letter requesting a response to the allegations was sent to the respondent on 21 

March 2017. That day, a meeting was held between the police, CYFS, Ministry of Education, 

the Board Chair Mrs Ruwhiu, and a Board member to discuss the Police investigation 

following the allegations, which would include the Police and CYFS conducting interviews of 

the students involved. 

 A mandatory report was filed, by Mrs Ruwhiu, with the Education Council on 28 March 2017, 

setting out seven allegations of serious misconduct by the respondent. 

 The students and teachers returned from the trip on 30 March 2017 and were met by Mrs 

Ruwhiu at Rotorua Airport. Media were present at the airport. 

 On 31 March 2017 the respondent signed a voluntary undertaking not to teach with the 

Education Council. 

 Also on 31 March 2017, a story was published in the Rotorua Daily Post with a statement 

from Ministry of Education Deputy Secretary Katrina Casey confirming the ministry had been 

advised of the allegations. 

 The Ministry signed another contract with Tarapō Ltd on 1 June 2018 to develop 18 

assessment resources on Te Reo Rangatira, ending June 2019. 

 Another contract for Services for NCEA Teaching and Learning guides for Pāngarau and 

Tikanga ā-Iwi was signed on 29 June 2018.  

 Fairhall’s work for the Ministry included at least three videos that were uploaded to the 

Ministry of Education Vimeo page in July 2018. 

 On 18 December 2018, a contract was signed to provide Māori medium subject matter 

expertise on Te Reo Māori Online Hub. The contracted ended in June 2019. 

 On 18 February 2019 Tarapō Ltd was contracted by the Ministry of Education to deliver a 

think piece on critical transition points for ākonga of te reo Māori; and, shaping the 

development of marau ā-kura. The principal is the sole director of Tarapō Ltd. 

 17 June 2019 - Teaching Council Disciplinary Tribunal decision 

 23 August 2019 – Stuff story – Ministry says they were aware of the allegations but 

continued to work with the company after “assurances” that Fairhall wouldn’t be visiting 

schools. Minister of Education says Ministry acted appropriately. 

 This information was compiled from information from the Teaching Council Disciplinary Tribunal 

Decision, information regarding contracts from the Ministry of Education provided to Newshub, and 

media reports. 


