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Global PhD Scholarship Scheme

National will launch a Global PhD Scholarship 
scheme, as part of our efforts to fire up our 
science and technology sector, deepen our 
international connections, and attract some 
of the best and brightest young minds from 
around the world to New Zealand’ university 
campuses and industry. Building social and 
cultural connections with the next generation 
of the world’s thinkers, engineers and 
innovators, will pay benefits for decades to 
come. 

How will the scheme work? 
The Global PhD Scholarship scheme will target 
top PhD candidates from major universities 
around the world studying STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) 
and other technology-related fields. 

The scheme will offer 200 scholarships of up to 
$50,000 for these PhD candidates to spend 
six months (or more) conducting their research 
at a New Zealand University and around New 
Zealand. 

The focus is to make them aware of New 
Zealand, as a great place to live and work – 
and do business. We hope they will be able to 
build connections with New Zealanders that 
endure. 

What is this scheme trying to 
achieve? 
Bringing the world’s best and brightest minds 
to New Zealand – even if only for a short 
period – will benefit New Zealand in the long 
term by: 

• Establishing networks that include the 
future global leaders in science and 
technology. 

• Deepening connections between our 
universities and leading global tertiary 
institutions. 

• Bringing international knowledge into New 
Zealand, and stimulating our own domestic 
research efforts. 

• Connect our businesses with science and 
innovation at the cutting edge. 

• Introducing the best and brightest minds, 
including future entrepreneurs and cutting-
edge research-leaders, to New Zealand. 

Why now? 
Right now, many University campuses around 
the world are deserted. New Zealand should 
be capitalising on the fact that our University 
campuses and research facilities are operating 
under more typical circumstances.  

This is the sort of smart investment we need 
to be making today if we are to achieve the 
economic growth New Zealand will need over 
the coming years. 

New Zealand has long benefited from 
programmes such as the Colombo Plan which 
paved the way for strong political and cultural 
connections. Similarly, Weta Digital has bought 
skills and capability from around the world, 
which has had spill-over benefits to the wider 
economy. 

Why only six months instead of 
for a full PhD? 
The best PhD candidates in the STEM fields will 
already have scholarships from major global 
institutions – the likes of Stanford, MIT, Oxford 
and Cambridge, or the Swiss Institute of 
Technology. New Zealand’s tertiary institutions 
are not in a position to compete with these 
institutions in terms of international prestige.  

Offering these top students the opportunity 
to spend a short period of time living and 
studying in New Zealand, while still completing 
their PhD through their home institution 
will, however, be an attractive prospect to 
many. As a peaceful and relaxed country 
with a diverse natural environment, ultra-
fast broadband and excellent recreation, 
New Zealand offers a tremendous place to 
concentrate to deliver the final phase of their 
study in world disrupted by Covid-19. 
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Right now, many of the world’s leading 
Universities and Institutes of Technology are 
not able to offer the full student experience 
due to restrictions to curb the pandemic. New 
Zealand can capitalise on our relative isolation 
to build our connections both with these future 
tech-leaders, and with the institutions they are 
studying at.
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