Policy 2017
Education

Every child succeeding

Policy highlights

We want to ensure that our education system gives all young New
Zealanders the skills they need for the future. We are one of the
fastest growing economies in the developed world and we need
to make sure that every child is able to share in the benefits of our
growing and diverse nation.

•

Record investment in schools and early
childhood education

•

We are focused on making sure all young Kiwis can read, write, do
maths and be digitally fluent. We also understand the importance
of young people being healthy and well-rounded.

Scrapping the decile system and
replacing it with a system that better
targets students at risk of
not achieving

•

Over the next five years our plan willcontinue to improve and
better track how our learners are progressing, and upskill young
New Zealanders for the digital world.

Providing real-time online reporting of
National Standards achievement and
progression for all parents by 2021

•

We will improve access to languages, boost health and learning
support services, and continue to invest in modern learning
environments by upgrading school buildings.

Updating the curriculum and providing
a $40 million package to secure a
digitally fluent nation

•

Ensuring every primary school student
has the opportunity to learn a
second language

•

Continuing to modernise and upgrade
school buildings

•

Providing better support for children
with additional health or learning
needs through increased funding for
mental health services, teacher aide
hours, and faster and more
flexible assessments

•

Investing in reading, writing and maths
to meet employer demand

“Young New Zealanders are
achieving more than ever, and
only National has a plan to
ensure that every child across
the country continues to have
the best opportunity
to succeed.”
−− Education spokesperson Nikki Kaye
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National is...
Providing record
investment in schools
•

Funding for school operational grants have gone
up over 37 per cent since 2008

•

Replacing the decile system to remove unfair labels
and ensure schools have the resources they need

•

Completing the funding review, examining better
ways to guarantee every New Zealand child is set
up for success

Lifting the quality of ECE
•

Since 2008 we have more than doubled the
investment in early childhood education to
$1.8 billion

•

Under this Government, nearly 98 per cent of
children starting school have participated in ECE

•

We’re increasing the quality of ECE by introducing
a new curriculum and increasing funding for early
intervention services

Building modern
classrooms to improve
learning
•

$577 million has been invested in redeveloping
33 schools to address complex property issues,
including 17 in Auckland

•

Nearly $850 million has been allocated to build or
expand 49 schools since 2009

•

Since 2014, nearly $300 million has been invested in
adding over 450 classrooms across New Zealand,
with 324 in Auckland

•

$4.8b budgeted for school property over the next
four years
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National is...
Increasing the supply
& quality of teaching
•

Delivering a long-term workforce strategy to bring
more teachers into the profession

•

Addressing teacher supply through, the Voluntary
Bonding scheme, scholarships, investment in
mentoring programmes, relocation grants from
overseas, and extending the Auckland beginning
teacher project

•

Freeing up teachers’ time by reducing
administration in areas such as assessment

•

Investing $359 million over four years for additional
career pathways

•

Supporting the Education Council to improve initial
teacher training

Learning Support
•

Support for young people with special education
needs has increased by over a third since National
came to government

•

We have provided in-class support for an
additional 4000 students with high needs

•

We have invested in more funding for behaviour
and early intervention services

•

We continue to make it easier for schools and
parents to access support by introducing a single
point of contact across 30 Communities
of Learning

Our results...
•

Almost 98 per cent of children starting school have
participated in ECE

•

Approximately 85 per cent of 18 year olds now
have NCEA Level 2 or higher

•

We have invested over $5b in school property to
ensure our young people have the best
learning environments

•

Our $359m Educational Success Initiative is
creating career paths for teachers, helping them to
share best practice across schools, and providing
expert skills to help raise student achievement
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What we will
do next...
Introduce real-time
online progress reporting
for parents by 2021
•

We know that making progress information readily
accessible enables parents and teachers to make
sure students are getting the support they need

•

Information is power and will mean all children are
given the opportunity to achieve their potential

•

That is why a National Government will provide real
time online reporting of learning progression – not
just achievement – by 2021

•

This record of learning will travel with the child
throughout their education pathway

•

We will provide at least $20m to support the
development of this

Enable all primary school children to
learn a second language
•

We believe New Zealand is a better nation for its
diversity and increasing international connections

•

We want every primary school student to thrive in
this global environment and take advantage of
those connections

•

We will ensure every primary school student
can learn a second language by investing $160
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million to provide additional teachers, language
assistants and curriculum resources
•

The priority languages will include Mandarin,
Spanish, French, and Korean – alongside Te Reo
and NZ Sign Language
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What we will
do next...
Lift achievement in maths
•

We have set a target of 80 per cent of all Year
8 students achieving at or above the National
Standard in maths or Ngā Whanaketanga Rumaki
Māori by 2021

•

A National Government will invest $120m over four
years to grow the maths skills of up to 1200 primary
school teachers, and provide intensive support and
additional curriculum resources to students that
need it

Strengthening digital
fluency
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•

We have already made digital technology a core
part of the curriculum and invested over $40m to
support its uptake

•

We will build on our $700m investment in online
learning access and resources by ensuring all
schools have uncapped high speed data

•

We will provide more opportunities for young
people to engage in the IT sector, with digital
academies for 1000 students and 500 digital
internships to build a pathway between school
and work
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Don’t put it
all at risk...
−− Labour would scrap National Standards and
remove parents’ ability to understand how their
child is doing in reading, writing and maths
−− Labour would put at risk the futures of tens
of thousands of young people by repealing
partnership schools legislation, freezing funding
for private schools and reviewing the funding of
integrated schools
−− Labour would get rid of the delivery of school
buildings by public private partnerships which will
cost the taxpayer millions more and reduce the
option for schools to manage the property
−− Labour’s education policy is to spend more on
devices, rather than the digital skills our children
need, and they are opposed to communities of
online learning
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