Policy 2017
Greater Christchurch Regeneration

Christchurch – city of
opportunity

Policy highlights
•

Over $14b invested in the rebuild of
Christchurch, with a further $3.5b
committed until 2021

•

Key indicators in wellbeing, tourism,
economic activity, and housing
affordability show that Christchurch is
getting back on its feet

We are seeing strong signs of progress through increased tourism,
economic activity and housing affordability in the region.

•

To keep things on track, we need a stable government and a
strong economy. Canterbury’s low unemployment rate and strong
economic growth will continue to support the region as a central
hub of the South Island.

Commitment to building a Convention
Centre and contribute to the city’s
Multi-Use Arena

•

$2.2b of repair work completed on
rebuilding horizontal infrastructure

•

$969m invested in schools, hospitals,
the University and Emergency Services
Precinct since 2011

As we transition from the recovery to the regeneration of
Christchurch, we have a unique opportunity to build a modern,
vibrant city – better than it’s ever been.
That’s why National has invested over $14b into Canterbury since
the earthquakes, with a further $3.5b committed through to 2021.

Our focus is on continuing to build the anchor projects, giving
Cantabrians a clear plan for the future, and providing a smooth
transition to locally-led leadership.

“We will continue to progress
the regeneration of Greater
Christchurch in a pragmatic,
community-driven, and
transparent way.”
−− Greater Christchurch Regeneration
spokesperson Nicky Wagner
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National is...
Activating Canterbury

Supporting Cantabrians

•

Regenerating public spaces – such as Victoria and
Cathedral squares, and the Avon River – as well as
creating new ones like the South and East frames

•

The Residential Advisory Service has resolved
almost 4,400 difficult insurance cases. We have
extended the service until December 2017

•

Encouraging more people to live in the central city
through the East Frame residential development
and better use of land

•

Providing $106m in additional support to the
DHB since the earthquakes to help alleviate
earthquake-related pressures

•

Creating a world-class retail precinct in the heart
of the central city offering retail and office space
and hospitality for workers, residents and visitors

•

Investing in our schools as part of the $1.1b
Christchurch School Rebuild programme, on track
to be completed by 2022

•

The Integrated Service Response Pilot trialled
in Christchurch, which makes sure families
experiencing violence get the help they need

Building a city
of the future
•

Creating safe, green, people friendly public spaces

•

Investing in world-class civic assets, including the
Convention Centre, Metro Sports Centre and Bus
Interchange

•

A new $300m Justice and Emergency Precinct to
bring justice and emergency services together
under one roof, in the heart of the city

•

Government-led offer of a $10m grant and $15m
suspensory loan to support the offer to reinstate
the ChristChurch Cathedral
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Our results...
Regenerating
Christchurch
•

$969m invested in schools, hospitals, the University
and Emergency Services Precinct since 2011

•

500kms of wastewater pipe, 1.2 million square kms
of road, and 144 bridges or culverts completed
through the $2.2b SCIRT programme, through
$1.27b of government funding

•

Housing NZ completed repairs on more than 5,000
quake-damaged homes and built 700 new ones

Data showing progress
•

More people are moving to Christchurch. The
population is now at pre-earthquake levels and
expected to grow

•

The Canterbury Wellbeing Survey shows that 82
per cent of greater Christchurch residents rate their
quality of life as good or extremely good, up from
77 per cent in 2015

•

•

Average weekly rental cost dropped from $400
in April 2016 to $386 in April 2017. At its peak, the
average weekly rental cost rose to $437 postearthquake
Canterbury’s unemployment rate remains one
of the lowest in the country, with 4 per cent
unemployment compared with 4.9 per cent
nationally in the March 2017 quarter
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Looking ahead
•

Government regional economic strategy for
Canterbury so that economic growth can
continue off the back of earthquake recovery
and the rebuild

•

The establishment of Regenerate Christchurch
with the Council to develop and promote the
regeneration of the city

•

Developing regeneration plans for the residential
Red Zone
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What we will
do next...
Realise the blueprint
•

Building a Convention Centre that will add around
$320m of direct economic benefits to Christchurch

•

Complete the South and East Frames, and the Te
Papa Ōtākaro/Avon River Precinct

Planning for the future
•

Transition seamlessly to local-led governance

•

Provide a transparent long term plan for the
Crown’s exit from the Regeneration

•

Continue the Canterbury Regional Economic
Development Strategy so that economic growth
can continue after the recovery is complete

•

Ensure we put in place the lessons we learned from
our response to the Christchurch quakes so we can
respond and rebuild better in future if needed

•

Continue to provide Cantabrians with regular
progress reports so they can monitor that
progress for themselves

Delivering for New Zealanders
Authorised by G Hamilton, 41 Pipitea Street, Wellington.

4

