Policy 2017
Local Government

Strong local communities

Policy highlights

National believes strong local representation is the foundation of
prosperous regions and communities.

•

We have a strong track record of working with local government to
ensure regions have growing economies and are investing in vital
infrastructure.

Established the $1b Housing
Infrastructure Fund to assist high
growth councils to fund infrastructure
to increase housing supply

•

We are helping fast growing councils to build the infrastructure
they need to meet the demands of their growing economies
and communities and we are supporting the regions through our
regional growth programmes.

Committed up to $600m in coinvestment alongside councils and
businesses to bring forward vital
infrastructure projects

•

Rolling out UFB to 85 per cent of New
Zealand by 2024

•

Funded 42 tourism infrastructure
projects in regional New Zealand
and set up the $100m Tourism
Infrastructure Fund

•

Put ratepayers first by ensuring
councils focus on their core business
such as basic infrastructure

•

Launched regional growth
programmes in Northland, Bay of
Plenty, Waikato, Gisborne, Hawkes Bay,
Manawatu-Whanganui, Canterbury,
West Coast and Southland

•

Ensured the Auckland Unitary Plan was
completed to allow the city to build for
growth

•

Reformed the RMA to allow sensible
growth and development

National will champion the rights of ratepayers and communities,
ensuring the costs and benefits of growth are shared fairly. We will
support councils to deliver high quality services that continue to
support growth and development.

“National support, regional
perspective, local decisions”
- Local Government spokesperson
Anne Tolley
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National is...
Addressing housing
supply and affordability

Ensuring better value for
ratepayers

•

•

Making sure ratepayers can get clear information
about their council’s finances and performance

•

Identifying and removing frustrating, ineffective
rules to make it easier to do things like renovations
around the home

•

Improved efficiencies by reviewing the Local
Government Act

•

Making $1b available to assist high-growth
councils to advance infrastructure projects that will
significantly increase the development of
new housing
Setting up Crown Infrastructure Partners to coinvest $600 million in infrastructure for housing
developments, starting with 23,300 new homes
in Auckland

•

Requiring councils to oversee and ensure land
supply for housing keeps pace with growth, and
making it easier to get houses consented and built

•

Growing the number of social houses available,
from 66,000 to 72,000 over the next three years

Helping where it’s needed

Delivering for New Zealanders
Authorised by G Hamilton, 41 Pipitea Street, Wellington.

•

We are providing specialist management and
support when councils need help or expert advice

•

Helping with tourism infrastructure in regions with
lots of visitors but few ratepayers through our
$100m Tourism Infrastructure Fund

•

Helping with housing-related infrastructure
through the $1b Housing Infrastructure Fund and
the $600m Crown Infrastructure
Partners programme

•

Rolling out Ultra Fast Broadband to 85 per cent of
New Zealand by 2024
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What we will do next...
Working with and
for your region
•

National is committed to working with your local
Mayor, Council and Community Boards

•

Each region has its challenges, pressures and areas
of focus and we believe locals know what is best
for their region

•

We will ensure the support is there, with access to
advice and technical expertise when needed

•

We will continue to stand back when preferred,
support when needed and lead when required

Making sure you’ve
got the tools needed
•

We will work together to develop a clear plan for
the efficient management of your storm, waste
and drinking water

•

We will partner with local government and the
private sector, and use all available financing
and funding mechanisms to get more infrastructure
projects done, rather than get hung up on who
does it

•

We will help regions explore innovative and
different ways to fund their growth

Delivering for New Zealanders
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“The strong economy
we have built means
we are able to support
communities when
the unexpected
happens, as we have
shown in Christchurch,
Whanganui, Kaikoura
and Edgecumbe.”
−− Local Government spokesperson
Anne Tolley
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