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Policy 2017
Seniors

Valuing our seniors
National recognises and respects the contribution older people 
have made to New Zealand and we have a proud record of 
achievement for seniors in our society.

Under National the couple rate of New Zealand Superannuation 
has increased by more than $7000 a year from $24,062 in 2008 to 
$31,216 in 2017 – an increase of 29.7 per cent, more than twice the 
rate of inflation. 

With National’s Family Incomes Package 750,000 superannuitants 
will receive a further increase on April 1 next year on top of their 
normal annual increase, with the couple rate going up by a  
further $680.

We’re making it easier for seniors to access the healthcare they 
need. Health funding is set to reach a record $17b this year - an 
increase of around $5b since 2008. And we are rolling out $18 GP 
visits to an extra 600,000 lower income Kiwis.

And we’re keeping our communities safer, with an extra 1125 police 
staff over the next four years.

Policy highlights
• NZ Super married rate up by $7,000 

per year since 2008 – with further 
increases to come as a result of 
National’s Family Incomes Package

• SuperGold Card discounts available  
at nearly 9000 businesses with  
13,300 outlets

• SuperGold transport concession 
backed with an extra $41m investment

• Major investment in health, with a 
record high of 178,000 hip, knee and 
other elective operations – and we’ll 
increase that to 200,000 per year

• $18 GP visits for an extra 600,000 
lower income New Zealanders

• Meaningful and effective action 
against elder abuse and  
social isolation

• Certainty for superannuitants and 
those approaching retirement – with 
the Superannuation age increasing to 
67 in 2037

“We recognise and respect 
the contribution older people 
make to New Zealand – and 
we’re proud of our record for 
helping seniors.” 
- National Seniors spokesperson Maggie Barry
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Increasing the weekly 
Superannuation rate
• We’ve increased the Superannuation rate well 

ahead of inflation, with the married rate up 29.7 per 
cent or $7000 a year since 2008

• The Family Incomes Package will deliver further 
increases on 1 April 2018 – an extra $680 per 
year for a married couple, on top of the normal 
adjustment

• In addition 15,000 superannuitants with high 
housing costs will benefit by an average of $1508 
a year from 1 April 2018 from the changes to the 
Accommodation Supplement from the Family 
Incomes Package

Continuing to invest  
in the SuperGold Card
• SuperGold Card discounts available at nearly 

9000 businesses with 13,300 outlets

• SuperGold transport concession backed with an 
extra $41m investment

• The SuperGold card now delivers over 10 million 
free trips of public transport every year

• We will continue to expand the services and 
discounts accessed through the SuperGold Card

National is...

Policy 2017 Seniors
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• We’re rolling out $18 GP visits to an extra 600,000 
lower income New Zealanders – meaning 300,000 
over 65s will now be eligible for cheap GP visits

• And we’ve already rolled out free GP visits to 
under-13s, so in total 2.5 million Kiwis will have 
cheap or free doctor’s visits from 1 July next year

• We’re improving aged care - 55,000 care and 
support workers are receiving their share of the 
historic $2b pay equity settlement

• We’re committed to meaningful and effective 
action against elder abuse and social isolation, 
and have launched the new Elder Abuse Response 
Service and 24/7 phone line

• We’ve  increased the number of elective surgeries 
for things like joint replacements, cataracts, 
cancerous skin lesions and cardiac surgeries from 
118,000 per year when we came into office to 
178,000 now. And we’ll reach 200,000 over the next 
few years

• Implementing a national bowel screening 
programme, which will screen 700,000 60 to 74 
year olds every two years

• Kiwis are receiving better, faster cancer treatment 
and more support during their care 

• Over the last eight years DHB support for older 
people’s health, including residential care and in-
home support, has increased from $1.1b to $1.6b 

Ensuring older people get the services they deserve

National is...
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Keeping our  
communities safe
• We’re funding an additional 1125 police staff over 

the next four years, with the first of these recruits 
already in Police college

• Police will prioritise burglaries at houses and 
commercial properties, and will attend 98% of calls 
within 48 hours

• We are making sure 95% of New Zealanders live 
within 25km of a Police base that is available 
around the clock by 2022

• We are replacing more than 300 different local 
station numbers with a national single non-
emergency number from 2018
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Continue to increase 
support for older people
• Rolling our Super-Gold card benefits to more 

retailers around New Zealand

• National’s Family Income Package will deliver 
further increases on 1 April 2018 – an extra $680 
per year for a married couple, on top of the  
normal adjustment

• In addition 15,000 superannuitants with high 
housing costs will benefit by an average of $1508 
a year from 1 April 2018 from the changes to the 
Accommodation Supplement from the Family 
Incomes Package

Policy 2017

Provide certainty  
in retirement
• We’ll increase the age of entitlement for New 

Zealand Superannuation from 65 to 67, starting  
in 2037

• We’re getting on top of debt, and are committed 
to resuming NZ Superannuation Fund contributions, 
so that everyone has certainty about saving for 
their retirement

• Average life expectancy in New Zealand has 
increased by 12 years over the past 60 years, 
including by four years since 2001, when the 
age for NZ Super was increased to 65 – this will 
continue, so it is fair to increase the age

• We’ll also tighten residency requirements, so that 
migrants moving to New Zealand from 2018 have to 
live here for 20 years before being eligible for Super

What we will 
do next...

Seniors


