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Supporting Families

Supporting Kiwi families
National is helping New Zealand families to get ahead. Our 
growing economy means we are creating more opportunities than 
ever before and we are providing more support to families that 
need it. 

First, we’re increasing family incomes and delivering more jobs. The 
average wage has increased by $13,000 since we took office and 
on 1 April 2018 someone on the average wage will receive a tax cut 
of $1060 per year.

Second, we’re building the infrastructure like houses and better, 
safer roads. We are in the middle of the biggest residential housing 
building boom in decades.

Third, we’re growing our economy, ensuring there are more jobs 
and that New Zealanders have the education and skills to 
do them.

Fourth, we’re getting the Government’s finances in order, ensuring 
lower borrowing costs for households and that we can continue to 
support New Zealanders through the next GFC or 
Christchurch earthquake.

Fifth, we’re investing more than ever in public services, ensuring 
New Zealanders get the world-class education and healthcare 
they deserve, that our communities are safe, and we are helping 
the most vulnerable. 

We also know one of the best ways to ensure families and 
businesses get ahead is through ensuring more money in their 
back pockets. 

So the sixth point of our plan is what we won’t do – we won’t 
introduce any new taxes.

Policy highlights
• Our Family Incomes Package will 

increase incomes for 1.3 million families 
by $1350 per year on average

• Wages and available jobs are growing 
– the average wage has increased by 
$13,000 to $59,000 and 181,000 jobs 
have been created in the last  
two years

• Record investment in health  
and education

• Free or cheap GP visits and 
prescriptions for 2.5 million young and 
low income New Zealanders

• Increased benefits for families with 
children - 60,000 fewer children live in 
benefit dependent homes

• Extending paid parental leave from 18 
to 22 weeks

• 94 per cent of 8 month olds are now 
fully immunised

• Children are doing better in school

• 1125 more police staff and cracking 
down on gangs and drugs to keep 
communities safer

• Overhauled our child protection 
system, creating the Ministry for 
Vulnerable Children Oranga Tamariki
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• National’s Family Incomes Package will benefit 
1.3 million families by $1350 per year on average 

• Tax threshold changes mean someone on the 
average wage will gain an extra $1060 per year 
from 1 April next year – we’ve legislated that 
already with the support of all parties 
except Labour

• We’re increasing Working for Families for around 
310,000 low to middle income families with children 
under 16

• Around 750,000 superannuitants will also benefit 
from the package. The NZ Super rate for a married 
couple will go up by $680 per year – in addition to 
the normal increases

Raising family incomes
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Family Incomes Package

• Under National wages are rising and there are 
more jobs – 181,000 jobs have been created in the 
last two years alone

• The average wage has increased by $13,000 to 
$59,000 since National took office

• If we stay on track it’s forecast to grow to $65,700 
by 2021

• Once you adjust for cost of living increases, after 
tax wages have increased twice as fast in New 
Zealand as in Australia since 2008

• Unemployment is down to 4.8 per cent - the lowest 
it has been since 2008

Rising wages and jobs

• It increases the Accommodation Supplement for 
136,000 families with low incomes and high housing 
costs. They’ll benefit by an average of $36 per 
week – with some high needs households receiving 
more than $100 extra

• In total, the package is expected to lift 50,000 
children out of poverty by one OECD measure

• And we can do it all again. If we stay on track, 
there is room to do another Family Incomes 
Package in 2020 – but only under National 
because we are getting debt down, as opposed 
to Labour who are already proposing a huge 
spending spree
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World class healthcare
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• Health is our top funding priority, with a record 
$16.8b to be invested this year - that’s $5b a year 
more than when we took office

• We’ve delivered free GP visits and prescriptions for 
under 13s

• We will cap the cost of going to the GP at $18 for 
an extra 600,000 New Zealanders

• There are record numbers of doctors and nurses 
working in our DHBs, caring for those who need it

• Around 3.5 million New Zealanders receive a 
funded medicine each year as a result of our 
record investment in PHARMAC

• We’ve increased the number of elective surgeries 
for things like joint replacements, cataracts, 
cancerous skin lesions and cardiac surgeries from 
118,000 per year when we came into office to 
178,000 now. And we’ll reach 200,000 over the next 
few years

• Kiwis are receiving better, faster cancer treatment 
and support

• We are investing in new hospitals, like in Dunedin, 
as well as building more hospital facilities like 
operating theatres

• 93 per cent of 8 month olds are now immunised, 
compared to 67 per cent of 18 month olds in 2007

• More investment and more treatment for those 
with drug and alcohol issues than ever

Healthier families

Supporting Families

• National has increased funding for mental health 
services from $1.1b a year to over $1.4b

• We are better at understanding need and working 
with people to help them overcome mental health 
and addiction issues

• Budget 2017 included an extra $224m, including a 
new $100m social investment fund that supports 
innovative new proposals to tackle mental  
health issues

• New Zealanders with mental health and addiction 
issues are receiving help faster

Better mental health 
support
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• National has a comprehensive plan to build more 
houses - we are in the middle of the biggest 
residential housing building boom in 
New Zealand’s history 

• Our plan will see 200,000 houses built in the next 
six years – that’s the equivalent of four Dunedins

• We are also committed to building over 34,000 
social, affordable and market houses on Crown 
land in Auckland over the next 10 years

• Our $1b Housing Infrastructure Fund is helping build 
the roads, waterways and other infrastructure 
needed to get more houses built faster

Building houses

Building infrastructure
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• New Zealand’s transport infrastructure underpins 
our economy – we are committed to helping New 
Zealanders get to where they need to be faster 
and more safely

• We are delivering through our Roads of National 
Significance and Regional Roading Packages

• We are making our roads safer and reduce the 
road toll

• And we are providing more options through our 
record investment in public transport

Better, safer roads

• National believes every New Zealander should be 
able to own their own house if they want to

• We are supporting young and low income New 
Zealanders into their first home by helping them 
build a deposit

• Eligible couples are now able to get a $20,000 
grant from the Government for an existing home or 
$30,000 for a new build

• That’s on top of our Welcome Home Loans which 
allow first-home buyers to buy with a 10 per cent 
deposit, and allowing New Zealanders to access all 
of their KiwiSaver funds to put towards a deposit

• This will help a further 80,000 people into their first 
home over the next four years, on top of the 31,000 
people the scheme has already helped

Supporting first home 
buyers



• National is ensuring our education system gives all 
young New Zealanders the skills and knowledge 
they need for the future 

• We are upgrading National Standards so that 
parents can see the progress their children are 
making at school throughout the year

• We will ensure all primary students have the 
opportunity to learn a second language

• We’re making a major investment in maths at 
primary schools, with greater training for teachers 
and more classroom support for students

• We want our young people to have the best 
opportunity to take advantage of new technology, 
so we’ll invest $48m to introduce digital academies 
and digital internships for Year 12 and 13 students

Ensuring our children get the best education
• We have invested record amounts in schools and 

early childhood education – up 41 per cent since 
2008 to over $11.6b

• Nearly 98 per cent of children starting school have 
participated in ECE

• Approximately 85 per cent of 18 year olds now have 
NCEA Level 2 or higher. Three out of four Māori 
students now achieve NCEA Level 2, compared to 
just over half when we came into office

• We are training more apprentices, with a target 
of 50,000 by 2020. And we have ensured tertiary 
study remains affordable – investing around 
$4.2b a year

• Since 2008 the number of Pasifika students 
completing a bachelors degree has increased 
84 per cent

• National’s Parents and Newborns Package is 
designed to help new families grow and stay 
healthy. It will:

• Progressively extend Paid Parental Leave 
to 22 weeks, with added flexibility to allow 
both parents to take some of the time off 
together so they can both be at home with 
their baby 

• Support women to take care of their own 
health by offering them one free dental 
course during pregnancy and up to their 
baby’s first birthday

• Give more families a chance to have a 
baby by providing a third free IVF cycle, and 
speeding up access to fertility treatment 
for eligible couples

Parents and Newborns Package
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Supporting our children

Supporting Families
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• National is committed to making our communities 
safer – in fact we want to make New Zealand the 
safest country in the world

• We’re rolling our an extra 1125 Police staff, with the 
first recruits at Police College right now

• We are targeting organised crime and drugs, and 
are providing an extra 80 specialists to target 
organised crime 

• We will also introduce a range of new measures 
to clamp down on gangs and drug dealers – 
including suppliers of P and synthetic cannabis

• We will give Police new powers to search the 
homes of gang members with serious offending 
histories and we will ban those offenders from 
owning firearms

• We are putting more Police in rural areas and 
small towns

• We are delivering more ethnic liaison officers to 
reach out to a range of communities

Safer communities

Supporting communities

• National is the party of practical environmentalists 
and we are proud of protecting our 
natural heritage

• We have invested a record $400m in freshwater 
clean-ups and introduced new standards to guide 
our efforts to improve water quality

• New Zealand is established as a world-leader in 
oceans management, and we have created 11 new 
marine reserves

• We’ve set ambitious targets to reduce carbon 
emissions to tackle climate change, by signing up 
to the Paris Agreement 

Protecting our 
environment

• We are focused on helping vulnerable New 
Zealanders lead more prosperous, 
independent lives

• We are the first government in 40 years to raise 
benefits for families with children

• Our social investment approach means we are 
working with individual families to help them 
improve their lives

• There are 60,000 fewer children now living in 
benefit dependent households than in 2011

Supporting the 
vulnerable
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 − Labour would be impose a raft of new taxes on 
New Zealanders, but they are refusing to be 
up front

 − Carbon, regional fuel and water taxes are all are 
all on the table so far, and they’ve confirmed they 
would cancel National’s income tax cuts (which are 
already in law)

 − And Labour will set up a working group to progress 
a capital gains tax and a land tax

 − They are refusing to support free trade - meaning 
New Zealanders would miss out on the massive 
benefits of TPP11 and other new agreements

 − Centralised, industry by industry wage bargaining 
would take New Zealand backwards and cost jobs

 − Cancelling National Standards means parents 
wouldn’t be able to see how their children are 
doing in schools

 − Labour want to increase Government debt by $11b 
over the next four years - and they’ve allocated 
almost all of the cash so their unrealistic budgets 
will lead to even more borrowing and higher 
interest rates for businesses and families

Don’t put it  
all at risk


