Policy 2017
Tertiary Education, Skills & Employment

Preparing Kiwis for success

Policy highlights

A strong tertiary education sector ensures New Zealanders have
the opportunity to participate in our growing economy.

•

181,000 jobs created over the past two
years, and more skilled Kiwis to do that
work than ever

•

Increased accommodation support for
students who need it most through the
Family Incomes Package

The tertiary sector is now a big part of our economy - driving
innovation, attracting talent from around the world and providing
research and intellectual leadership.

•

Increased access to cheap GP visits
and Community Services cards for low
income New Zealanders

It is also a major export earner, providing and supporting jobs for
thousands of families.

•

Improved access to better information
to help students decide where and
what to study

•

Training more apprentices, with a
target of 50,000 by 2020

•

Increased funding for science,
technology, engineering and
maths courses

•

An 8.9 per cent increase in students
studying a qualification at bachelors
level or higher since 2008

•

A 170 per cent increase in the past
two years in the number of employers
delivering workplace numeracy
and literacy training

The National Government is investing heavily to ensure more Kiwis
get the right education and training for their careers and the
opportunity to follow their dreams and to gain knowledge about
themselves, our society and the world we live in.

National will ensure our tertiary sector remains strong and effective,
helping equip Kiwis with the skills they need to take on the world.
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National is...
Boosting education
New Zealanders
•

More young New Zealanders have tertiary
qualifications than ever before

•

Since 2008 the number of Maori and Pacific
students completing a bachelors degree has
increased by 64 per cent and 84 per
cent respectively

•

We‘re training more engineering graduates
than ever

•

Since National came into office the number of
domestic students completing a qualification at
a tertiary provider has increased 11 per cent

•

Five years after graduation, Kiwis with a bachelors
degree earn, on average, 39 per cent more than
the national median income and those that stay
in New Zealand pay off their loan around six and a
half years on average
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Creating opportunities
•

Under National, we are better connecting
educators and employers to ensure it’s easier for
young people to move into the right careers

•

In 2017 alone, 9,200 fees-free places were offered
by a range of polytechnics, wānanga and private
training establishments, ensuring more choice

•

There are now over 43,000 people in
apprenticeships and apprentice-like training and
we’ll increase this to 50,000 by 2020

Creating more jobs
•

The best way we can help young people is to
deliver an economy that creates jobs

•

Under National, 181,000 jobs have been created in
the past two years – that’s 248 jobs per day

•

The unemployment rate has dropped to 4.8 per
cent - the lowest since the GFC

•

Wages continue to rise, with the average annual
wage now at $59,362

•

New Zealand has the second highest rate of
employment for everybody over the age of 15 in
the OECD

•

The international education sector is now worth
$4.5b to the economy, supporting over 33,000 jobs
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National is...
Supporting students
•

The National-led Government has ensured tertiary
study remains affordable, investing about $4.1b
a year, with about $1.2 b of that covering student
loans and allowances

•

Under National 71 per cent of the cost of tuition is
funded by taxpayers, rising to around 80 per cent
when interest-free student loans are taken
into account

•

Budget 2017 delivered increased accommodation
support for students who need it most - up to $20
more per week for eligible students

•

We are also ensuring we are fair to taxpayers and
that those who borrow pay it back. So we have
cracked down on overseas-based borrowers
and collected an estimated $412m in additional
student-loan repayments

Our results
so far
•

More young New Zealanders have tertiary
qualifications than ever before

•

The unemployment rate has fallen to 4.8 per cent,
the lowest since the start of the GFC

•

Currently 57.1 per cent of New Zealanders aged
between 25 and 34 hold a tertiary qualification at
level 4 or above

•

Supported 2,572 learners in the past year through
the Māori and Pasifika Trades Training programme

•

The number of domestic students completing a
tertiary qualification continues to grow, with an
increase of 11 per cent since 2008
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What we will do next...
Ensure more flexibility

Support for students

•

•

National is committed to supporting students

•

We are increasing accommodation support
for students who need it most through
accommodation benefit increases in the Family
Incomes Package

•

National has also pledged to expand cheap GP
visits to 600,000 more New Zealanders

•

We will also expand access to the Community
Services Card to an additional 350,000 New
Zealanders with low incomes and high housing
costs, to ensure they can access a range of
cheaper health services

We are committed to creating a more flexible
and responsive tertiary sector which prepares
New Zealanders for the future. We will:
•

•

•

Create a more student-centred system, for
example by improving credit transfers
between institutions
Better meet the needs of employers by
exploring responsive teaching environments
that encourage high quality research and
industry informed teaching
Enable and encourage innovative new models
and providers by more responsive regulation

A school of Rural Medicine
•

Every New Zealander deserves quality healthcare
and we want to make it easier for those in rural
areas to see their GP and access other
health services

•

We will establish a new School of Medicine to
increase the number of doctors and medical
professionals in our rural communities

•

This builds on National’s promise to expand cheap
GP visits to 600,000 more New Zealanders and our
commitment to world class health services
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What we will do next...
Enhance our world class
tertiary system

Strengthen foundation
education

•

Our tertiary education system is already
recognised as world class and National will build
on this by:

•

National backs the considerable investment made
in foundation education platforms such as Youth
Guarantee and Dual Pathways

•

Investing in science to drive quality research at
our universities

•

These courses are designed to upskill and further
educate young people and adults

•

Attracting the best academics from around
the world to ensure high quality research and
ensure our students learn from the best

•

•

Working to ensure at least one New Zealand
University is ranked in the top 50 worldwide

National will focus on the execution of these
programmes – further invest and strengthen
the successful ones and drop those that aren’t
effective

•

It is National’s goal to have 60 per cent of 25 – 34
year olds with a qualification at Level 4 or above
by 2018

Grow the international
education sector
•

National’s goal is to increase the value of
international education in New Zealand to $7b
by 2025

•

We will focus on quality over quantity – to
maximise the net-benefit to New Zealand

•

We will ensure we attract high-quality students
to high-quality courses, while ensuring those who
come here to study do so on the right visas and
with the right intentions

•

International education provides jobs and incomes
in our regions and helps to diversify our
export markets
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What we will
do next...

Don’t put it
all at risk

Micro-credentials rollout

The opposition would...

•

−− Take us back to the failed policies of the past,
when government deficits were out of control

•

Rapid technological change and the ongoing
globalisation of work is continuously reshaping
occupational and skills demands so our tertiary
system must be adaptive and innovative
We are piloting three micro-credential courses in
our tertiary system to make it easier for people
to upskill or retrain without committing to longer,
formal qualifications

•

National will approve the addition of microcredentials into New Zealand’s tertiary
education sector

•

We will establish a $3m Innovative Tertiary Fund for
tertiary providers to seek funding for new microcredential course development

−− Labour would taxpayers to pay the full cost of
tertiary studies for all students - Labour will tax
plumbers to train more lawyers
−− Nearly triple the cost of student support, through a
universal living allowance policy which could cost
anywhere from $1b to $3.5b per year
−− Limit Post Study Work Visas when we need more
skilled workers such as engineering technologists
and technicians
−− Put thousands of New Zealand jobs at risk by
making drastic cuts to our international
education sector
−− Stop issuing student visas for courses below a
bachelors degree which are not independently
assessed to be of high quality but making no
assurance about what high quality is
−− Reverse National’s plans for whole-of-life career
advice and install advisors in just secondary
schools, who would be expected to advise
secondary students across the entire spectrum
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