
Delivering for New Zealanders
Authorised by G Hamilton, 41 Pipitea Street, Wellington.

1

Policy 2017
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A vibrant cultural sector
National is committed to building a vibrant cultural sector that tells 
New Zealand’s stories and showcases our creativity to the world. 

We also recognise the growing importance of the sector to the 
economy. Arts and culture were together worth more than $3.8 
billion in 2016, providing 41,000 jobs.

We value the role theatres, art galleries and museums play in 
our communities and the importance of heritage buildings to the 
character and identity of our towns and cities.

We understand the importance of our history to our sense of 
nationhood and identity as New Zealanders, and we are ensuring 
we celebrate that history and share those stories.

And we’re backing our arts sector to continue producing world-
class work through greater funding for the sector.

Policy highlights
• Marking the 250th anniversary of 

Cook’s Endeavour voyage, through the 
First Encounters 250 commemoration 
in 2019

• Expanding the Landmarks Whenua 
Tohunga programme to showcase 
more of our historically and culturally 
important places and events

• More financial support for the  
arts sector

Our results
• Supported regional museums and art 

galleries through the Regional Culture 
& Heritage Fund

• Provided $12m support for 
earthquake-prone heritage buildings 
to help preserve our history

• Funding increases for Radio NZ, the NZ 
Symphony Orchestra, Royal NZ Ballet 
and Te Matatini

• Supported the thriving screen sector 
through our $300m grants package, 
with funding worth $190m provided  
in 2016 

“A thriving cultural sector … 
encourages the creativity of 
every part of society and plays 
a vibrant and innovative part 
in our economy.”

 − Arts Culture and Heritage Minister  
Maggie Barry
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• Supporting important cultural facilities with the 
Regional Culture & Heritage Fund

• Energising New Zealand film through our $300m 
New Zealand Screen Production Grants

• Investing in our wider arts sector through Creative 
NZ and Crown-funded arts agencies, at an 
average of $62m a year

• Continuing to develop Pukeahu National War 
Memorial Park in Wellington as part of the ongoing 
100th anniversary of the First World War

• Piloting the Landmarks Whenua Tohunga 
programme in Northland to attract more visitors to 
heritage sites

• Helping strengthen earthquake-prone heritage 
buildings through the Heritage EQUIP fund

• Increasing funding to support Radio NZ 

National is...
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What we will 
do next...
• Boost the Regional Culture & Heritage Fund with 

$30m new funding and allow places of worship to 
access it

• Expand the successful Landmarks Whenua 
Tohunga brand to more regions to better showcase 
our history and attract tourists to less  
visited destinations


