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Our plan

Policy highlights

National believes in connecting New Zealanders to each other and
to the world. A more digitally connected New Zealand supports
a growing economy and jobs, safer and healthier communities,
our children and young people’s educations and our ability to get
information more easily.

UFB
•

Nearly 1.2 million households and
businesses in 34 towns have access
to UFB

So we‘ve invested more than $2b to roll out world-class
communications infrastructure, like Ultra-Fast (UFB) and Rural
Broadband (RBI) to ensure faster, more widespread and more
reliable coverage.

•

Extending UFB to another 60,000
households and businesses in 190
new towns

•

Completing the network by the end
of 2022, meaning 87 per cent of New
Zealanders will have access to UFB

•

Once the UFB programme is complete,
New Zealand is on track to be one of
the top five in the OECD

By the end of 2022, our UFB programme will extend to more than
390 towns, providing more than four million New Zealanders
with access to faster, more reliable internet – among the most
comprehensive coverage in the world.
National will not let distance stop New Zealanders from
succeeding. In an increasingly internationally-connected and
high-tech world our commitment to world class communications
infrastructure will lift our productivity and ensure New Zealanders
can continue to get ahead.

“National is committed to
connecting New Zealanders to
each other and to the world.”

RBI
•

Over 300,000 rural households
and businesses can access new or
improved broadband services
through RBI

•

Extending rural coverage to another
74,000 rural households and
businesses

•

Delivering mobile coverage on 1000
kilometres of rural highways and more
than 100 tourist areas

•

Supporting our growing IT sector and
the uptake and smart use of ICT across
the economy

Communications spokesperson
Simon Bridges

Delivering for New Zealanders
Authorised by G Hamilton, 41 Pipitea Street, Wellington.
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National is...
Delivering world-class
infrastructure
•

Rolling out faster, more reliable internet is a
vital part of our plan to develop a productive
and competitive economy, improve health and
educational outcomes and create more jobs for
Kiwis and their families

•

UFB is one of the most ambitious infrastructure
projects ever undertaken in New Zealand

•

We’ve invested over $2b through UFB and RBI,
which are expected to directly generate $5.5b in
economic benefits

•

The way that New Zealanders use this improved
connectivity is projected to generate a further
$33b in economic growth over 20 years

•

We’ve also helped speed up the rollout of faster
broadband to all New Zealanders, through new
legislation and environmental standards which will
ensure faster rollout while ensuring the right checks
are in place

“National is committed
to making our
communications
network one of the best
in the world, for all New
Zealanders.”
−− Communications spokesperson
Simon Bridges

Getting Kiwis connected
UFB, Phase One
•

The first phase of the UFB rollout is now 80 per cent
complete, bringing fibre to more than 34 towns

•

Over 1.2m households and the vast majority of our
businesses, schools and health centres can now
access UFB

UFB, Phase Two

Delivering for New Zealanders
Authorised by G Hamilton, 41 Pipitea Street, Wellington.

•

National is investing a further $300m to extend UFB
to an additional 151 towns across New Zealand

•

UFB will also be extended to an additional 43
fringe areas on the outskirts of centres already
covered by fibre

•

UFB2 will provide 423,000 more New Zealanders
with access to better broadband and the benefits
it brings

•

87 per cent of New Zealanders will have access to
fibre broadband by the end of 2022
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National is...
Getting rural New
Zealand connected
•

Rural connectivity is a core part of National’s plan
to support our regional economies

•

Access to fast and reliable broadband will help
grow regional economies and connect rural
communities with the rest of New Zealand and
the world

•

National committed over $400m to RBI to deliver
faster broadband to priority users and rural
communities not already covered

•

Through RBI, national mobile coverage has
increased from 38 per cent geographic coverage,
to over 50 per cent

“Faster, better internet
is helping rural New
Zealanders connect to
social services, health
care and education, as
well as helping them to
succeed in their farms
and businesses.”

RBI, Phase One
•

The first phase of RBI is complete, with over
300,000 rural households and businesses now able
to access new or improved broadband services

•

1,034 rural schools and 39 hospitals and health
centres are now able to access speeds of at
least 100Mbps

•

We partnered with Chorus and Vodafone to deliver
154 new cell towers, and the upgrade of 1,242 rural
cabinets and exchanges

RBI, Phase Two and the
Mobile Black Spot Fund
•

National has committed an additional $290m to
extend improved rural broadband into even more
rural and remote areas, and to fix mobile black
spots along main highways and at major
tourist sites

•

This will benefit some of the most prominent
tourism locations in the country, such as Milford
Sound and Cape Reinga, as well as remote State
Highways on the West Coast and in North Taranaki

−− Communications spokesperson
Simon Bridges

Delivering for New Zealanders
Authorised by G Hamilton, 41 Pipitea Street, Wellington.
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National is...
Building a Digital Nation
•

•

Improving connectivity right across New Zealand is
just one part of the picture – it’s what we’re doing
with our connectivity that matters
National is focused on supporting the development
of New Zealand’s fast growing digital economy and
to working with businesses to become a leading
digital nation

•

Under National, the digital technology sector is
growing fast, with ICT service and software exports
doubling between 2008 and 2014

•

We’ve established a Digital Economy Work
Programme to focus efforts on the right initiatives,
in the right areas, to support the growth of New
Zealand’s Digital Sector and the uptake and smart
use of ICT across the economy

Taking action on
Cyber-Security
•

National is committed to ensuring New Zealand’s
online environment is secure, resilient
and prosperous

•

We’ve invested $22m in establishing CERT NZ – a
new cyber security unit that supports businesses,
organisations and individuals respond to
online threats

•

We’ve launched New Zealand’s Cyber Security
Strategy, which will help the public and private
sectors improve New Zealand’s cyber security

•

We’ve established a Cyber Security Skills Taskforce
to focus on closing the cyber skills gap

•

We’ve invested more in our intelligence agencies to
better protect New Zealand against cyber threats

Delivering for New Zealanders
Authorised by G Hamilton, 41 Pipitea Street, Wellington.

Growing our Digital
Economy
•

National developed the Digital Economy Work
Programme to support the growth of New
Zealand’s Digital Sector and the uptake of ICT
across the economy

•

The Programme covers eight areas that are
critical to ensuring that New Zealand is able to
take advantage of the opportunities driven by
technological change:
1.

Supporting the growth of a competitive,
export-focussed digital sector

2. Supporting New Zealand businesses to use ICT
to raise their productivity and drive innovation
3. Ensuring New Zealanders can fully participate
in a digital world
4. Driving the public sector to use ICT more
efficiently, transforming the way services
are delivered
5. Ensuring New Zealand has the digital skills it
needs to grow
6. Enhancing domestic and international
connectivity
7.

Achieving a balance and gaining competitive
advantage through our innovation, security
and privacy settings

8. Ensuring regulation supports the development
of technological change
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What we will do next...
Deliver a $270m
communications package

Fast-track and extend
UFB

•

National will invest an additional $270m to fasttrack the UFB rollout and extend it into more
rural areas

•

National will invest an additional $130m to deliver
UFB to 190 more towns – 60,000 households and
businesses – by the end of 2022

•

This will help bring forward the completion of the
UFB rollout to the end of 2022 – two years earlier

•

•

National will invest more in regional economic
development priority areas to ensure businesses
operating in rural New Zealand can benefit
from the productivity improvements that better
connectivity offers

National will bring the overall UFB rollout forward
by two years, completing the entire network by the
end of 2022, delivering fibre to more than
390 towns

•

Once complete, more than four million New
Zealanders will have access to faster, more
reliable internet

•

National’s comprehensive package will complete
our ambitious communications programme

•

Fibre broadband was not available to most New
Zealanders when we took office in 2008 – by
the completion of our programme in 2022, New
Zealand will be ranked in the top five in the OECD
for access to fibre

“National’s package will
complete our ambitious
communications
programme – ranking
New Zealand in the top
five in the OECD for
access to fibre.”
−− Communications spokesperson
Simon Bridges

Delivering for New Zealanders
Authorised by G Hamilton, 41 Pipitea Street, Wellington.

Provide a $140m boost to
rural broadband
•

National is committed to ensuring that rural New
Zealand is not left behind as broadband and
mobile connectivity is increasingly relied on in
health, education and online business services

•

We will invest an additional $140m to roll out highspeed broadband to a further 74,000 rural homes
and businesses

•

Through the MBSF we will also provide mobile
coverage on around 1,000 kilometres of black
spots on State Highways and more than 100
remote tourist areas

•

Better connectivity in these remote areas will mean
people can call for help if they need it, potentially
saving lives, and also enhance visitor experiences

•

National’s ambitious programme will take New
Zealand from 50 per cent to around 70 per cent
geographic coverage
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