Policy 2017
Defence and National Security

Protecting our interests

Policy highlights

National is proud to be globally-minded and outward looking.
That’s why we’re continuing to invest in our world-class Defence
Force and security services.

•

Delivered a comprehensive defence
investment plan covering $20b in
upgrades out to 2030

We live in an insecure world, and National believes New Zealand
should play our part in keeping it safe. We have a direct interest in
ensuring our partners enjoy the same peace and prosperity we do,
both for global stability and the safety of New Zealanders at home
and abroad.

•

Boosted defence spending in Budget
2017 by $982m over four years

•

Trained over 26,000 Iraqi soldiers in
the fight against ISIS, supporting 1.7m
Iraqis to return home and over 200,000
Iraqi children back into school

•

Committed $1.7b to rejuvenate
Defence buildings, infrastructure and
facilities – and recommitted to no
camp or base closures

•

Assisted thousands of New Zealanders
affected by the Kaikoura earthquakes,
Edgecumbe floods and our Pacific
neighbours in the aftermath of
devastating storms

•

Significantly increased funding for
our intelligence agencies to ensure
New Zealand is protected in a rapidly
changing security environment

And in an age where our lives are so intertwined with digital tools,
it’s vital we are protecting our cyber-security.
Our Defence Force also helps at home – they’re vital in responding
to natural disasters, and helping secure our borders.
New Zealand has the world’s fourth largest exclusive economic
zone, covering almost 10 per cent of the planet’s surface. As a
nation of traders, it’s critical we police our borders.

“National is proud to be a
Government that delivers on
defence and national security,
protecting our interests at
home and abroad.”
- Defence spokesperson Mark Mitchell
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National is...
Contributing to global
security

Doing our bit
•

Deploying over 500 Defence Force personnel to
pursue our interests across the globe – from the
Middle East to Antarctica

•

Training Iraqi soldiers in the fight against ISIS

•

Deploying engineers to the Sinai to build key
infrastructure projects for the Multinational Force &
Observers peacekeeping contingent

•

Supporting our United States allies by deploying
the HMNZS Te Kaha to support the Seventh Fleet

Our partners are quick to praise our service personnel
for being among the world’s best.
New Zealand troops are respected because they are
professional and get the job done without fuss and to
an exceptional standard. Our partners know they can
rely on us.
We’re backing friends and allies with deployments
such as the Building Partner Capacity Mission in Iraq
and search and rescue missions in Australia.
We’ve seen the value of this relationship here at home,
with the significant foreign naval support we received
following the Kaikoura earthquake.

Delivering at home
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•

Responding to the Kaikoura and Canterbury
earthquakes, evacuating people by air and sea
and bringing in vital supplies like food and fuel

•

Deploying to Edgecumbe to assist the floodravaged town with evacuation, manning cordons,
filling sandbags and welfare checks

•

Assisting with search and rescue and dive efforts,
as well as providing counter-explosive
hazard support

•

Supporting our Pacific neighbours with training
and responding to natural disasters like
Cyclone Winston
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National is...
Modernising our
Defence Force

Giving our soldiers
what they need

National is rebuilding our Defence Force to be the
high-performing, focussed, and well-equipped military
New Zealand needs to respond to modern challenges.

•

Committed to a comprehensive defence
investment plan covering $20b in upgrades out
to 2030

Our strong economic management means we have
been able to afford to invest in new and upgraded
capabilities for the three services (Air Force, Army,
and Navy). We’ve bought new vehicles, new ships,
new helicopters and new weapons and started an
ambitious plan to upgrade our bases.

•

There will be no camp or base closures – we’ve
committed $1.7 billion to rejuvenate Defence
buildings, infrastructure, and facilities

•

Upgraded the mission systems aboard the P-3
Orion, and completed a life extension programme
for the C-130 Hercules

•

Completed the entry into service of the eight NH90
helicopters, replacing the old Iroquois fleet

•

Invested in new weapons so our NZDF personnel
have the right tools to carry out their work

Backing our people
Our Defence Force is only as strong as its people.
That’s why we’ve placed such a high priority on
making sure our service personnel and civilians have
outstanding working conditions.
This means better pay, better health and safety
conditions, tackling concerns around housing costs,
and ensuring families feel involved – especially for
those on deployments abroad.
We’re also working hard to make sure the NZDF
represents and welcomes all New Zealanders.
We’re investing in programmes to get more women
into the services.
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National is...
Reforming our security
and intelligence services
•

Boosting the effectiveness of our intelligence
agencies with $299m of extra funding.

•

Upgrading the Government’s cryptographic
infrastructure

•

Introducing tougher oversight, increased
transparency and greater accountability for our
security agencies

•

Passing the Intelligence and Security Act 2017 - the
most significant reform of the legislation governing
the intelligence agencies and their oversight in
New Zealand’s history
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What we will
do next...
Countering violent
extremism
•

Work closely with our Five Eyes partners and
other partners in the Asia-Pacific to keep our
neighbourhood safe

•

Support nations on the frontline to combat
extremism and terror, for example through our
training of Iraqi soldiers to help them combat ISIS

•

Enhance cooperation with close neighbours
like Indonesia by signing new bilateral military
agreements so we can share skills, experience
and intelligence

•

Ensure we have a clear focus and work together on
countering violent extremism, reducing the risk of
terror attacks here at home

Invest in the Defence
Force
•

Replace the ANZAC frigates with modern
combat vessels

•

Replace our aging P-3 Orion maritime surveillance
aircraft, which have served us well for over 50 years

•

Continue rolling purchases of modern weapons
and protective equipment

•

Upgrade our bases and camps

•

Invest in a simulator for our NH90 helicopters, so
they spend more time on missions
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Focus on cyber-security
•

Protect New Zealanders and New Zealand
businesses from cyber-attacks through the work
of the CERT NZ, a new cyber security unit that will
help respond to online threats, the GCSB’s CORTEX
programme and the National Cyber
Security Centre

•

Develop New Zealand’s Cyber Security Strategy to
ensure New Zealand’s online environment is secure,
resilient and prosperous

•

Continue to develop Defence Force cyber capacity
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Don’t put it
all at risk
The opposition would...
−− Labour and the Greens will not commit to following
through on the 2016 White Paper’s clear plan to
upgrade our Defence Force
−− The Green Party has a long-standing policy
of slashing NZDF’s combat capabilities and
prioritising ‘non-violent means of resolving conflict’.
This shows how out of touch they are with some of
the dangerous threats we face
−− NZ First does not understand how infrastructure
planning works, remaining critical of our plan
of sensible, fully-costed future investments and
instead promising expensive programmes like
fully restructuring the Navy.
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