
 

 

 

 
Chris Bishop 
christopher.bishop@parliament.govt.nz  

Ref. CHOIA066 

 
 
Dear Chris 
 
 
Response to your request for official information 
 
Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) on 31 May 2021 for: 
 

“Briefings/reports/aide memoires to you and your office from the Ministry of Health relating 
to saliva testing in 2021.” 
 

Six documents have been identified within scope of your request. These are itemised in Appendix 
1 to this letter, and copies of the documents are enclosed.  
 
Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing of nasopharyngeal swabs is the preferred collection 
method for COVID-19 testing in New Zealand, as it presents the most sensitive mechanism when 
it comes to virus detection. Because saliva testing is not as sensitive as nasopharyngeal testing, 
there is a risk of missing infection if only saliva testing was used, and this could result in a 
community outbreak. For this reason, saliva testing has been introduced for surveillance testing 
for asymptomatic border workers, as a complement to nasopharyngeal testing - not to replace it.  
 
On 10 June 2021, a workshop was held on location in Christchurch to work with key stakeholders 
on the initial roll out. A prototype to widen the availability of saliva testing as an option for all border 
workers, including those in managed isolation facilities, is planned to commence in the week 
starting 28 June 2021. Work continues to scale up the roll out of saliva testing to border workers. 
 
I am providing excerpts of Memorandum: COVID-19 Testing Modalities (Document 3) and 
Providing alternative testing options for the border workforce (Document 5) as that is the 
information within those documents that has been identified as being within the scope of your 
request.  
 
I trust this information fulfils your request. Under section 28(3) of the Act you have the right to ask 
the Ombudsman to review any decisions made under this request. The Ombudsman may be 
contacted by email at: info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Hipkins 
Minister for COVID-19 Response 
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Appendix 1: List of documents for release 
 
# Date Title Decision on release 

1 19 January 2021 Briefing – Implementation of 
COVID-19 Saliva Testing as 
part of Border Workforce 
Testing in New Zealand 

Some information withheld under: 

 Section 9(2)(a) of the Act, to 
protect the privacy of natural 
persons; 

 Section 9(2)(b)(ii) of the Act, as the 
release of the information would be 
likely unreasonably to prejudice the 
commercial position of the person 
who supplied or who is the subject 
of the information. 

2 23 February 
2021 

Memorandum – Saliva testing 
for COVID-19 in New Zealand  

Some information withheld under section 
9(2)(a) of the Act. 

3 9 March 2021 Excerpt from Memorandum – 
COVID-19 Testing Modalities* 

 

Some information withheld under section 
9(2)(a) of the Act. 

Some information was deemed out of 
scope and has been removed accordingly. 

4 8 March 2021 Options in relation to 
expanding surveillance testing 
modalities within the 
mandatory testing regime  

Some information withheld under section 
9(2)(b)(ii) of the Act. 

5 30 April 2021 Excerpt from Briefing – 
Providing alternative testing 
options for the border 
workforce* 

 

Some information withheld under: 

 Section 9(2)(a) of the Act. 

 Section 9(2)(b)(ii) of the Act. 

Some information was deemed out of 
scope and has been removed accordingly. 

6 18 May 2021 Briefing – Implementing saliva 
testing within the border 
workforce testing regime 

Withheld in full under section 9(2)(f)(iv) to 
maintain the constitutional conventions that 
protect the confidentiality of advice 
tendered by Ministers and officials. 

 
*Documents 3 and 5 are excerpts from the original briefings. As such, please note that the 
numbering is out of line with the originals. 


