
The Botched Budget
When I sat in the house listening to Hon Grant 
Robertson deliver the government’s Wellbeing 
budget I became more and more frustrated 
and disappointed.  Disappointed that there 
was no additional assistance for our families 
in need of some extra money to support their 
weekly budgets to cover expenses with the 
rising costs of fuel, food and rent. No additional 
funds in healthcare for our seniors who 
were promised free GP visits by government 
coalition partner New Zealand First. No money 
for our midwives – our rural midwives who have 
a tremendous work load, who have to travel 
huge km’s to attend and look after our rural 
mothers, who struggle to get relief cover so 
they can take some leave or even maintain 
their training.  One of the most common 
issues and complaints my office receives is 
cancelled elective surgeries and the length 
of time people are having to wait for hospital 
appointments. This simply is not good enough.

Our farmers are increasingly worried that Hon 
Shane Jones $1 billion tree programme will ruin 
heartland New Zealand.  That prime pastoral 
land will be put into forestry and slowly our 
rural communities will diminish.  Policies that 
are being introduced with complete lack of 
thought and sense that have the potential to 
damage provincial New Zealand. 

Where is the coalition government’s sense 
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of ‘wellbeing’ for our farmers and rural 
communities? From my observations there is 
none.

Transport and roading was another complete 
miss. That the coalition government is happy 
to invest $1 billion in rail and yet refuses to fix 
our roads highlights where this governments 
priorities are.  Weekly we hear on the news 
of horrendous road accidents and yet this 
governments neglect to invest in fixing and 
making our roads safer is shameful. 

This was not a Wellbeing budget this was a 
botched budget without doubt.
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Electorate Updates
Youth Parliament 2019

The two day Youth Parliament is taking place 
on Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 17th July. 
A great opportunity for our young people to 
come together and experience first-hand life 
in Parliament.  Over these two days they will be 
involved in Question Time,  Youth Parliament Select 
Committees, Party Caucus sessions, a Legislative 
debate and a General debate, a very full on 
programme. I am delighted to be represented by 
my Youth MP Xavier Turner, who comes from Piopio.

Excellent Hospitality at Te Awamutu College 

I was invited to the Te Awamutu College Hospitality 
Class Restaurant where I was served food created 
by Year 12 students and was impressed by the 
high standard presented to me. I am pictured with 
Briarley Davies who recently won a Bronze medal 
at the Waikato Culinary Fare.

Kawhia Community Board

I regularly meet with the Community Board 
members from Kawhia. The relationship I have 
with Local Council and Community Boards is 
incredibly important as it keeps me abreast with 
the issues faced in the community. Having a good 
strong collaborative working relationship is hugely 
beneficial as it ensures we find solutions and 
resolutions for the good of all.
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I have regular meetings across the Taranaki-King 
Country Electorate ensuring I get to hear about the 
issues that matter. With the size of the Taranaki-
King Country Electorate it is important I meet and 
see as many people as I can. I recently had a 
coffee and catch up at the Wooden Heart Café, 
Benneydale.

Regular Constituent Meetings
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A highlight of my annual calendar is always New 
Zealand National Fieldays and I am tremendously 
lucky to have this significant event held in the 
Taranaki-King Country Electorate.

This year again did not disappoint with over 
128,700 visitors both nationally and internationally 
and thousands of exhibitors.  There was certainly 
a very positive and upbeat atmosphere in the air 
which was added by the fantastic weather over 
the four days.

The Health hub is always a highlight and I 
make sure that I get a chance to visit it.  There 
is something for everyone young and old and I 
certainly enjoyed watching the Barter Barber who 
is on a mission to visit every town in New Zealand 
to raise men’s mental health awareness whilst also 
raising funds for Lifeline.

It was an absolute pleasure to spend a day 
with National Party Leader, Hon Simon Bridges.  
The feedback he received from people was 
encouraging.   It was fantastic to see the volume 
of people stopping to chat with him and I know he 
thoroughly enjoyed himself.

During Simon’s visit National Party launched its 
third Policy Discussion Document focused on 
the Primary Sector.  This document highlights 23 
proposals which we are extremely excited about 
but it is extremely important that our rural sector 
gets involved in helping us make strong and robust 
policies for the future.  I encourage you to read 
the Primary Industries Sector Discussion by going 
to the website link https://www.national.org.nz/
primary_sector.  Please look out for a survey that is 
being sent out to all rural community households 
for your feedback – I look forward to hearing from 
you.  Together we can ensure strong rural policies 
for the future.

Barbara’s word ...

May: 
Grant Robertson delivered the Labour-led 
government’s second budget on the 30th of 
May. The theme of this budget was dominated 
by questions surrounding the security of budget 
documents held online by the Treasury.

June: 

The End of Life Choice Bill sponsored by Act Party 
MP David Seymour was debated in its second 
reading, and passed with 70 - 50 votes. I will 
consider my vote carefully when this bill is returned 
for its third and final reading in the house.

It was with regret that the Hon Amy Adams and 
Alastair Scott announced that they would be retiring 
from Parliament at the 2020 election. Amy has been 
the MP for Selwyn since 2008, while Alastair entered 
Parliament as the MP for Wairarapa in 2014.

Insights from Parliament:

‘Rurality’ research welcomed 
I have welcomed the decision by the Health Research 
Council to fund a research proposal with the aim of 
developing a consistent definition of ‘rural’.

Due to the lack of inadequate funding in key areas 
such as healthcare, education and transport due to 
the inconsistent understanding of rurality and poor 
census data the research funded by the Health 
Research Council, led by respected clinician and 
University of Otago academic Dr Garry Nixon is 
excellent news for rural New Zealand. This research 
should lead to establishing a benchmark used across 
all areas of government. I have been advocating 
strongly for this throughout my time in parliament as 
an MP for a large rural electorate and know this news 
will be welcomed throughout rural New Zealand.
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National’s Climate Change Spokesman Todd Muller joined 
Ian McKelvie and I to share his thoughts on the proposed Zero 

Carbon legislation with farmers in South Taranaki.

My visit to Wild Country Fine Foods in Te Kowhai was a real 
treat. Angelique and Stephen produce local products that can 

be sourced throughout New Zealand.

I’m often on the road being an MP for a large rural area. 
Sometimes on my travels I’m reminded just how rural life in 

Taranaki-King country is!

Amy Adams is a talented and widely respected MP who 
will be missed when she retires from politics at the next 

election. Pictured recently with Amy and fellow colleague 
Simeon Brown.

Chris Bishop made a visit to the King Country to talk 
firearms law, but it was a bonus to also host some 
Seniors Meetings during his time in the electorate.

The Inglewood Community Ball was an outstanding local 
event, throughly enjoyed by Louis and I.


