
The Nationals WA commit to transform the 
tourism sector and diversify the economy  
in response to the post mining boom 
economic slowdown funded by the increase 
in special lease rental from 25c to $5/tonne.

Our Commitments
Regional Tourism Product and  
Infrastructure Fund

$200 million

Regional Aviation Affordability Fund $125 million

Destination Marketing $125 million

Indigenous Experience Development Fund $75 million

Regional Events Program $75 million

Visitor Centres Network/WAITOC $10 million

TOTAL $610 million

Background
Not everyone was invited to the mining boom party but everyone has  
shared in the mining boom hangover. Coupled with the Federal  
Government’s shocking GST treatment, it is clear WA needs a bold  
new vision to fight our way out of the economic downturn. 

Building on The Nationals’ signature commitment to slash payroll tax for 
10,000 WA businesses, we now propose a tourism investment revolution  
to enable WA to lead the nation in tourism product development,  
marketing and world class indigenous tourism experiences. 

All business benefits from tourism – not just tourism business but  
local cafes, supermarkets and service stations; in short, everyone  
with a product or service.

Regional Tourism Product and Infrastructure Fund

The end of the mining boom has seen a cooling in the Western Australian 
economic climate. Hotel rooms are available, coffee, pints and restaurants 
have retreated from boom time prices and new announcements about direct 
flights from Europe have reignited the focus on tourism. 

To take advantage of this, we must continue to invest in new products in 
regional WA.  

Headworks and roadworks are major impediments to investment decisions 
by new and existing tourism businesses. The creation of a fund that will allow 
tourism projects to align to local priorities will assist in removing some of 
these impediments to private sector investment. 

Applications will be assessed and prioritised by Regional Development 
Commissions to align with their Regional Blueprints in partnership with 
Tourism WA and the tourism industry.

The Nationals WA commit to establishing a $200 million Regional Tourism 
Product and Infrastructure Fund to build the infrastructure we need to 
capitalise on our tourism potential.

www.buildyourwa.com.au

Seizing the Opportunity: TOURISM

“Everyone is talking about 
the WA economy being ‘in 
transition’ and the need to 
diversify the economy into 
areas of strategic advantage 
– but only The Nationals have 
a comprehensive plan and 
funding source to deliver it!”
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Regional Aviation Affordability Fund

A major impediment to attracting visitors to and from regional WA is the high 
price of regional air fares. It is also a source of great frustration and anger for 
local residents for whom air travel is essentially a form of public transport. 
Half empty planes still advertising unaffordable fares is a huge impediment 
to connectivity for the regions. This must be addressed to not only take 
advantage of the spectacular tourism opportunities we have, but also to  
allow West Australians to move around the state.

Many potential solutions have been discussed but never implemented. 
The Nationals want all of these potential solutions evaluated and 
recommendations made by community leaders and experts. 

The Nationals will establish a Select Committee of Parliament in the first  
100 days of new government to investigate and make recommendations on 
the allocation of $125 million to address affordability and route development.  
The scope of the work will address: 

» Affordability of existing routes in comparison to the eastern States, and 
solutions, including:
– chartering of aircraft to deliver affordability
– re-regulation of specified routes or all routes
– partnerships with existing carriers
– package deals including accommodation and events to attract visitation
– intra-regional aviation links

» Develop new routes, including east-west and international, for example:
– Busselton to Melbourne
– Kununurra to Melbourne
– Broome/Karratha to Singapore

The Nationals commit to the establishment of a Select Committee of 
Parliament to investigate and make recommendations on the allocation  
of $125 million to address airfare affordability and route development.

Destination Marketing

The Nationals WA commit $25 million per year, additional to the current 
2016/17 budget funding for tourism marketing and events. Funding will be 
prioritised by Tourism WA and the tourism industry to maximise additional 
visitors and job creation.

Tourism Council WA estimates the $25 million annual boost to destination 
marketing will create 5,340 ongoing jobs across WA

Our priority areas for this investment are:
» Event tourism
» Business/conference events
» Leisure tourism
» International education
» Support for new aviation routes under the Aviation Affordability Fund
» Indigenous experiences

The Nationals commit to the creation of a $125 million Destination  
Marketing Fund, over five years, to boost and sustain our tourism sector.

Regional Aboriginal Experience Fund

To make WA the market leader in Australia for Aboriginal experience  
tourism we will work with traditional owners to build and develop new  
product ideas and businesses.

Working in collaboration with the Western Australian Aboriginal Tourism 
Operators Council (WAITOC), Regional Development Commissions will 
prioritise projects and provide financial support through this fund.  
Achieving World Heritage Listing of the Burrup Peninsula will be a priority,  
and existing indigenous tourism experiences will be given the opportunity  
to grow and expand.

The Nationals WA commit to investing $75 million over five years to 
implement a Regional Aboriginal Experience Fund to unlock the potential  
of Aboriginal tourism.

Regional Events Program

Funded by Royalties for Regions since 2011, the Regional Events Program 
has assisted in developing truly iconic regional events including the Gourmet 
Escape, the Ord Valley Muster, CineFest Oz, Busselton Ironman, Gamex, and 
North West Fest. Events based tourism increases visitor numbers and raises 
the profile of regional tourist destinations, and this major investment will enable 
regional WA to attract new and exciting events.

The Nationals WA will increase Regional Events Program funding to $75 million 
over five years to continue delivering high quality events to regional WA.

Regional Visitor Centres

The important interface between tourists, visitors and regional communities 
will be enhanced by supporting visitor centres including building stronger 
digital platforms for product information, booking and feedback.

These centres employ more than 900 people and inject over $117 million  
into the State’s economy annually. 

The Western Australian Aboriginal Tourism Operators Council (WAITOC) is the 
peak not for profit organisation representing Indigenous tourism in Western 
Australia, with members from all regions of the State. This fund will also 
assist WAITOC to continue to support Indigenous tourism.

The Nationals will invest $10 million over five years to support regional visitor 
centres and WAITOC.

The Nationals WA welcome your  
feedback on this policy:
Ph: 1300 628 792  Email: info@nationalswa.com 

     www.facebook.com/TheNationalsWA 

www.nationalswa.com
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