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Patient Assisted Travel Scheme

Background 
The Patient Assisted Travel Scheme (PATS) provides financial subsidies 
toward some of the travel and accommodation expenses associated with 
receiving medical treatment that is not available in their home town. 

The Nationals WA believe PATS needs to be improved to ensure the standard 
of healthcare in regional areas, and access to these services, is comparable 
to the metropolitan area. 

A recent Parliamentary inquiry into PATS highlighted a number of issues, 
recommending changes to eligible health services and the outdated subsidy 
schedule for fuel and accommodation costs. 

Royalties for Regions provided a much needed funding boost to PATS in 
2008/09, but it is the vision of The Nationals WA to see PATS transformed so 
it better meets the needs of those living in regional WA. 

What we know: 
PATS needs to be improved. The Parliamentary Inquiry identified several 
problems with the way eligibility is determined, the outdated subsidy schedule 
for fuel and accommodation expenses, the health services covered and the 
process for claiming. 

Distance criteria can be unfair 

A family requires weekly specialist medical care for their two children at 
Princess Margaret Hospital. The family lives within 100km of the hospital are 
not deemed eligible to receive financial subsidy for fuel and accommodation 
costs, despite the considerable distance travelled over the weeks and months. 

Patient preference is not taken into account 

The Scheme will only provide subsidies to the nearest specialists. This may 
be a private practitioner where patients are faced with higher costs, or a 
practitioner that isn’t preferred. 

No retrospective claiming 

If a patient requires urgent after-hours medical treatment in Perth, there is 
currently no capacity for retrospective claiming to assist with their return 
travel expenses. 

Our commitment: 
If The Nationals WA are in government after the next election, we will commit 
$52million to enhancing the Patient Assisted Travel Scheme by: 

Increasing the Existing Subsidies: 

» Increasing the fuel subsidy to 19 cents; 

» Increasing the accommodation subsidy to cover approximately 50% of the 
average hotel rate in Perth (Private $23, $46 (with escort); Commercial 
$100 (with or without an escort); 

Changing the Eligibility Requirements:

» Changing the air travel eligibility to 8 hours or 700km surface travel, 
instead of the current 16 hours or 1,400kms; 

» Including eligibility for cumulative travel (greater than 200kms for  
2 or more trips per week); 

» Changing the Scheme to provide patients with access to the public  
health system in the first instance, even if that is further away. 

Enhancing the Scheme:

» Extending subsidies for patients with treatment modalities greater than  
6 months; 

» Providing patients requiring long term treatment and their escorts with  
the option to return home once, every 30 days; 

» Providing pregnant women with an additional week of accommodation 
when relocating for childbirth, and providing funding assistance for a 
travelling escort; 

» Including coverage for: 

– Allied health services (Out-patient department referred) 

– Dental treatment for children aged 9-16 under General Admission, 

– Oral medical and oral pathology specialists services; and 

» Implementing an electronic application and claims form system 

Our commitment: The Nationals WA 
will improve the Patient Assisted Travel 
Scheme with a $52 million investment.
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