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Hon Alanna Clohesy; Hon Darren West 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.48 pm]: I am quite surprised that after all 
that interjecting and sage advice from across the chamber, no opposition member sought the call to speak. I 
support this terrific motion put forward by Hon Alanna Clohesy, which congratulates the McGowan 
government on its Metronet policy and notes the benefits that Western Australia will derive from it, including 
the jobs that will be created from this transport and planning initiative. Is it not great to finally see initiative 
from a state government? After eight and a half years of the Liberals, a Labor government is in and the 
initiatives have immediately started to flow.  
This is a fantastic project and I support Metronet for many, many reasons. One reason is that it will bring 
Perth into the twenty-first century. I would like members to think about cities such as New York and London, 
and other cities in Europe and Asia; they all have one thing in common: a world-class public transport system, 
and we do not. We will bring this city into the twenty-first century to rival some of those great world cities, 
and so we should. We have one of the best and most liveable cities in the world. We have an excellent climate 
and we have a generally safe community, so of course we should bring our city into the twenty-first century. I 
am happy to be part of a government that will bring Perth into the twenty-first century because it is important 
for regional Western Australia to have a progressive and modern state capital that we can all be proud of, no 
matter where we live.  
I note a stark difference across the house. On this side, the government benches, we believe in rail. We always 
have believed in rail and we always will. The comments made by members opposite during Hon Alanna 
Clohesy’s enlightening contribution reveal the stark reality that the other side of the house is totally opposed 
to rail. I think the Western Australian community has a view on rail, and I do not think it is the opposition’s 
view.  
Another thing I would like to mention about Metronet is that it can generally—not entirely—be acknowledged 
as the brainchild of Hon Ken Travers, a former member of this house for 20 years and a very intelligent man 
who had a vision for public transport in Western Australia. He played many roles in this Parliament, but I think 
his legacy will be the Metronet initiative. When it becomes a reality, I really hope that Ken is acknowledged, as 
he should be, for its formation. The work he did between 2008 and 2013 to develop the Metronet proposal 
was extraordinary. I was fortunate enough to spend quite a lot of time with Ken Travers when he was a 
member of this place as his shadow parliamentary secretary, but I also shared an office with him and the 
intelligence of that man is breathtaking. The way he was able to come up with this proposal, which will be 
revolutionary and will change the face of the city of Perth and of Western Australia, is to be admired and 
upheld.  
We know that the state’s finances are a mess. We all know it, and everyone acknowledges it—the public, 
Treasury, the opposition and the government. The finances were trashed over the eight and a half years of the 
coalition government, but, still, we never got a major public transport initiative in all that time. The former 
government spent a lot of money down by the river and built a new stadium, and that is all nice, but it never 
actually delivered on a world-class public transport system. It tacked a bit of rail onto the end of Labor’s public 
transport initiatives, but it did not actually do anything in that space, which is a great shame. In a time of 
tremendous growth, record revenues and record spending, we got nothing in the area of public transport. I 
think that will be the legacy of the previous government, aside from its trashing of the state’s finances. We 
know that it is important to keep the economy ticking along. We know it is important to keep building 
infrastructure projects and, more importantly, to keep Western Australians in jobs. We know that, and that is 
another difference between the previous government and the McGowan Labor government. We are 
committed to forging ahead and building this terrific project. 
When we get into politics and into Parliament, we want to do things that people will look back on in 50 years 
and say, “That was a fantastic initiative; that was terrific. Whoever came up with that idea at that time was 
really ahead of the game.” That is what we want to be known for—not for having been the government that 
trashed the books to such an extent that it took two generations to fix them. We think it is important to keep 
building infrastructure and providing jobs, but infrastructure that will allow for the future growth and 
expansion of Perth, and Metronet will do that.  
It was great to see that the money for the Roe 8 project—the failed Perth Freight Link project that was a lemon 
from day one and remained a lemon until its final day—has been redirected to a visionary project like 
Metronet, which will benefit the future. Do members opposite know what else? Their federal colleagues agree 



with us and were quite happy to transfer the more than $2 billion that was earmarked for a lemon project, to a 
visionary project that will benefit Perth for years to come, because — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: The Mike Nahan special!  
Hon DARREN WEST: It was a Mike Nahan special, member!  
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Mike Nahan and Jamie Briggs.  
Hon DARREN WEST: Yes, a Mike Nahan and Jamie Briggs special. Nobody else thought it was special except 
members opposite. I think it is great that we have been able to divert that funding across.  
Another thing I noticed—I was not the only one who noticed—was that, for a project that has copped so much 
criticism from the now opposition, it was barely scrutinised at all during the entire estimates process in both 
houses, and I thought that was most significant. I noted a bit of media commentary around that and I thought 
that for such a large project that was so vehemently opposed by the opposition, it was barely scrutinised at all 
throughout the estimates process. That was not lost on me.  
As Hon Alanna Clohesy quite rightly pointed out during her contribution, I also am of an age such that I can 
remember the closure of the Fremantle to Perth railway line. Even as a 14-year-old boy in high school, I could 
not work out why the government of the day would close a passenger rail service between Perth and 
Fremantle. I could not work it out then and I still cannot work it out.  
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Sir Charles’ friend, Mr Clough, wanted to build a freeway.  
Hon DARREN WEST: Is that what it was, minister? It still does not make sense to me, but I thank the minister 
for the explanation. A Liberal–National government closed that railway line and a Labor government reopened 
it, further enhancing the view that Labor is supportive of rail and the coalition is opposed to it. That line now 
carts thousands of people on a daily basis up and down, from Fremantle through the western suburbs into 
Perth, and it was a terrific reopening decision back in, I believe, about 1983. It is a fantastic line.  
I turn now to the Mandurah line. I have looked back through some of the Hansard of that time and Minister 
MacTiernan, as then Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, copped an awful amount of criticism from 
Liberal and National members over the construction of the Mandurah railway line. I point out to members 
opposite, especially my colleagues in the National Party, that Mandurah is a regional centre, according to the 
Australian Electoral Commission. Here we were, being criticised for building a major piece of infrastructure 
that connected a regional centre to the city. I never could work that one out; I never could quite work out 
where that criticism came from. That project was a game-changing project, overseen by the now Minister for 
Regional Development; Agriculture and Food. It was a terrific project that revolutionised Mandurah. It 
absolutely revolutionised Mandurah and added all those railway stations along the Mandurah line. When 
people drive down the freeway later this evening, when everyone else is driving down there, and they watch 
that train go speeding by, they will naturally think, “You know, I should be on that train, because I’ll get home 
sooner than sitting in all this traffic with everybody else”, and that is exactly the culture we want to create: get 
out of your car, and get onto public transport. It is better for the environment; it works out cheaper in the long 
run, when we work out the costs of running a car; children who are too young to drive can go on public 
transport; and elderly and infirm people can use public transport when they are too old to drive. We have a car 
culture in Western Australia that we need to change, and we will only change it with a world-class public 
transport system. That line to Mandurah is a classic example.  
We also built the Joondalup line—all the way to Currambine, I believe—so Labor built rail lines from 
Currambine to Mandurah; the Liberals did not build any lines from Mandurah to Currambine. I think there is a 
stark difference in the two sides. 
Hon Peter Collier: Did you say you built it and then we didn’t build it?  
Hon DARREN WEST: The opposition did not build it, no.  
Hon Peter Collier: Did you want us to build two lines, side-by-side? 
Hon DARREN WEST: I think I have made my point. We all know now who believes in rail and who does not.  
I can see minds whirring on the other side of the house about what this regional member, the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister for Regional Development and president of Country Labor, is doing advocating a 
project in Perth. I see the social media commentary from my colleagues in the National Party about it being us 
and them and that Perth should not have Metronet. I do not know why they think that, but they do. Members 
might ask why this regional person—this proud advocate of things regional, regional projects and regional 
issues who has been successful in funding regional projects—advocates Metronet. I will tell members. There 
are a few reasons. One is that I am a proudly progressive politician and this is a very progressive project that 
will see us go forward into the future and make life easier for everybody in the state; that is one reason. 
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METRONET- Motion 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural —Parliamentary Secretary) [1.04 pm]: As promised last Wednesday, we 
resume this debate on this very worthy motion put forward by Hon Alanna Clohesy. Of course, it is a very 
important motion for the future of the state of Western Australia, and states—  
That this house congratulates the McGowan government on its Metronet policy and notes the benefits 
Western Australia will derive, including the jobs to be created, from this transport and planning initiative.  
As I said last Wednesday, the key word in that motion is “initiative” because it has been a while—since 2008—
that we have seen a government in Western Australia that has had initiative. I am proud to say that this 
government has initiative. The initiative is Metronet—a public transport policy that will take Western Australia 
into the twenty-first century and rival us, as I suggested last week, with the likes of cities such as New York, 
Paris and London. It is important that the house debate this important initiative. It will be one of the larger 
infrastructure projects completed in Western Australia. It will create thousands of jobs.  
I note even in the planning of Metronet —  
Hon Simon O’Brien: Where is it in the budget?  
Hon DARREN WEST: This is the difference between the progressive side of politics and the conservative side of 
politics: we acknowledge that this is a long-term project. We acknowledge that this project will take a lot of 
planning.  
The PRESIDENT: Order! There is only one person who has the call and that is Hon Darren West. Everyone else 
can listen in silence.  
Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you, Madam President. We acknowledge that this project will take a lot of 
planning. We need to get this right. We are openly saying that for the first tranche of Metronet there will be a 
Yanchep extension, the Forrestfield–Airport Link and the Ellenbrook line. They are all in the early stages and 
are all being planned. I can tell members that thousands of jobs will be created out of this and that the public 
of Western Australia support this initiative. They want Metronet.  
Several members interjected.  
Hon DARREN WEST: The Forrestfield link is a part of Metronet. It has always been part of it. It is in the East 
Metropolitan Region, Hon Donna Faragher’s electorate. Of course, we are all delighted that the government is 
building the Forrestfield–Airport Link through to the airport, through Forrestfield and High Wycombe. I note 
that even the opposition is excited about the prospect of that line opening.  
Hon Donna Faragher: We started it.  
Hon DARREN WEST: Maybe members opposite support Metronet just a little bit more than they thought. I 
look forward to supportive comments from members on the opposition benches about this great 
infrastructure project.  
I can tell members that even in the planning stages of the Metronet project, over 50 jobs already exist. That is 
before we really get the project work underway. There are 50 people working on the planning and scoping of 
the Metronet project, determining the route from Morley to Ellenbrook—working all that detail out so that 
when the funding comes online, the project is ready to go. This will be a very well planned and meticulously 
organised project. Unlike some of the infrastructure projects built by the previous government, this project 
will be meticulously planned, as we saw with the Mandurah line, which was led by Hon Alannah MacTiernan in 
her former role as Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. That line came in on time and under budget. 
Therein lies the difference between when we managed major projects and the former Liberal–National 
government managed them. A topical one today is the Perth Children’s Hospital; what a debacle. Even the 
stadium completion was over budget and late. Although we acknowledge some infrastructure projects were 
built under the previous government, they were not planned and built meticulously as this project will be.  
For members who were not here, last week I touched on the fact that it was not lost on me or other members 
in the house that the regional member, the president of Country Labor, our regional arm of WA Labor, is 
selling up the benefits of Metronet. As I pointed out last week, it also has several benefits for regional 
people. The end of the Yanchep extension is about only 20 kilometres from the Agricultural Region. The 
Mandurah line, as the name suggests, goes to Mandurah, which, according to the Western Australian Electoral 
Commission, is a regional centre. Metronet is spreading into the regions for use by regional people in the 
regional areas. It is also used by our children when they come to high school and university in Perth. In my 
case, my mother is retired and uses public transport regularly. Metronet will be of enormous benefit to 



regional people. It will ease congestion, and that will be a benefit to regional people who travel to Perth. 
Members may be surprised at how many regional people travel to Perth. We often see country numberplates 
when we are driving around in the metro area. A lot of regional people come to Perth because major sporting 
and art events occur here… 


