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Voters Oppose a PFC Increase, Believe Taxes on Air Travel are Too High 
and Airports Have the Resources They Need

82 percent of voters oppose increasing the PFC 
by almost double and tying future automatic 
increases to inflation, including 67 percent of 
voters who “strongly” oppose. In contrast, just 
14 percent of voters favor this proposal. 

Voters View the PFC as a Tax. A strong majority of 
voters – 65 percent – state the PFC is a tax because 
every passenger must pay it, while only 25 percent say 
it is a fee because you can avoid these charges by 
not flying.

The Vast Majority Of Voters Believe the Current 
PFC Is Too Much or About Right.  

87 percent believe the current PFC is either “too 
much” (39 percent) or “about right” (48 percent). In 
contrast, just 4 percent of voters think that the PFC is 
too low.

Voters Say Passengers Are Already Taxed Enough. 
81 percent of voters are less likely to support an increase 
in the PFC when they learn that in 2014, air travelers paid 
21 percent in taxes and fees on a typical $300 one-way, 
round-trip domestic ticket.  

Voters Know Airports are Well-Funded. When informed that airports have 
investment-grade credit, are financially sound, have ample access to the bond market 
to raise money and currently hold more than $11 billion dollars in unrestricted cash, 75 
percent of voters are less likely to support a PFC increase.

Voters Understand Airports Have the Resources to 
Fund Projects. Since 2008, over $70 billion of airport 
capital projects have been completed, are underway or are 
approved by U.S. airlines and their airport partners at the 
nation’s largest 30 airports without any increases in the PFC, 
a fact that makes a full 65 percent of voters less likely to 
support an increase.

Given the choice between improving airport facilities and 
improving roads and bridges, voters overwhelming 
support funding improvements to roads and bridges. An 
overwhelming majority of voters – 89 percent – select roads 
while just 6 percent of voters select airports. 

Voters Believe Improving Roads and Bridges Should 
be a Priority Over Airports. 

Voters Overwhelmingly Oppose an 
Increase in the PFC.

82% Oppose

Only
14% Favor

MORE THAN $11 BILLION
IN UNRESTRICTED CASH HOLDINGS

89% FAVOR IMPROVEMENTS TO ROADS

Only 6% Selected Airports

As Congress prepares for FAA Reauthorization, airports are advocating for an increase in the Passenger Facility Charge (PFC) - the Airport Tax - claiming it is necessary 

for airport capital improvement projects. Airlines for America (A4A) commissioned The Tarrance Group to conduct a nationwide survey of 1,000 registered voters 

between Feb. 16-19, 2015, to gauge voter sentiments on the PFC and whether Congress should consider increasing it. Key findings include:
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