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Proposed Forestry Corporation Logging 2021/2 

Far Northern Rivers (as at October 2021) 

 
Dailan Pugh for 

North East Forest Alliance 

This report identifies the State Forest compartments proposed for logging within reasonable travel 

distance from Lismore/Casino as at October 2021. The intent is to encourage people to adopt a 

forest to visit, assess and/or promote. We live in dire times, we only have this decade to turn around 

our climate and extinction emergencies. You can make a real difference by protecting forests.  

By engaging with your public native forests, you can protect the homes of a multitude of threatened 

species, you can avoid the emission of tons of CO2 with each tree saved, you can enable those 

mature trees to go on taking up and storing CO2, and you can raise awareness of the need for 

Natural Climate Solutions to help turn around the looming catastrophe,  

Last year around Lismore we undertook surveys and assessments in Bungawalbin, Myrtle and 

Bungabbee State Forests, promoting the importance of these forests and raising public awareness, 

resulting in their being removed from the proposed logging lists. We identified and protected homes 
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for numerous threatened plants and animals, including Koalas. These are still shown on the front 

map as “deferred” as, until we achieve their permanent protection, they can easily be resurrected.  

This year we have so far focused on Doubleduke, Cherry Tree and Richmond Range State Forests. 

Activities have been hampered by Covid. At the start of the year the intent was to start roading in 

Doubleduke compartments 1, 2 and 3 in March and logging in December, though since we 

inspected and promoted them, they were dropped and replaced with compartments 5, 6, 7 and 8 to 

the south. Compartments 1, 2 and 3 are shown as deferred.  

Cherry Tree State Forest was originally identified as logging starting in August. There have been a 

number of visits though we are yet to have a breakthrough. Currently Compartments 3 and 4 have a 

completed harvesting plan and roading is underway, with logging due to start soon. 

A recent visit to Richmond Range State Forest focused on an area adjacent to the Toonumbar Dam 

where logging is not due to commence until next year.   

Camira and Ewingar State Forests are overdue for roading and logging to commence, though are 

still not identified as active and no harvesting plans have been published online.  

Gibberagee State Forest was identified in January as having logging starting in October, though has 

since been removed. It is identified as deferred. 

No responsibility is taken for the accuracy of logging dates and intents. While the Forestry 

Corporation are meant to release logging schedules 12 months in advance, they keep changing 

their proposed logging areas and dates. Often plans are not released until logging commences. This 

is the latest list, though it is open to change at their whim. 

 

What the forests need is for affinity groups to be formed to promote their protection, 

including through forest visits and social media. The Bungabbee community are a good 

example of successful local organizing, and the protection of Myrtle is a good example of 

various groups visiting and promoting their support. Adopt a forest today. 

The detailed maps of Doubleduke, Camira, Whiporie, Cherry Tree, Richmond Range and Ewingar 

show the proposed logging areas (pink) overlaid with a variety of logging exclusions (to help identify 

the likely net logging area), along with mapped roads. These have been provided to facilitate 

scouting of forests. They are a work in progress, and information will be improved with each update. 

You can visit just for a walk, and publicise your visit and the logging threat on social media. You can 

take part in group visits as part of Friday for Forests. Or you can start scouting the forests to identify 

important areas or species locations that should be protected. 

PLEASE, IF YOU ENCOUNTER LOGGING MACHINERY LEAVE IT ALONE. WE CAN ONLY WIN 

THE STRUGGLE AHEAD IF WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO NON-VIOLENCE. 

For scouting the first requirement is to undertake a quick recky of the logging areas to aid further 

assessments, the aim is to identify the best access routes (both driving and walking) and to identify 

some good patches to focus later assessments on. This should include mapping: 

1. Which roads are passable, and which are eroded/overgrown/blocked, and washed 

out bridges/crossings. Roads should be remapped if inaccurate.  

2. Indicative forest condition, ie patches of relatively good forest, areas of young 

regrowth, areas affected by Bell Miner Associated Dieback, dense lantana, areas 

badly burnt (high tree mortality), in burnt areas- patches that escaped burning 

(evidenced by shrubs and old leaf litter/branches) etc. 

3. Any areas already marked up for roading or logging 

It is worth recording road distances and travel times from nearest towns and key intersections so as 

to be able to give directions to others in the future. Roads requiring 4 wheel drive should be 
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highlighted. Clearing (small) logs off roads for later access by us is a worthwhile task (at some stage 

Forestry will open up roads). 

The first aim should be to identify access, good patches of forest and badly degraded 

patches. We can ask for degraded areas to be restored and make sure they are not the 

priority areas protected for threatened species. Findings can be marked on print-outs of the 

following maps of areas proposed for logging and a photograph of the marked map 

forwarded to NEFA. 

There are many mapped areas that FC are required to exclude from logging, including oldgrowth, 

rainforest, Threatened Ecological Communities, wetlands, Ridge and Headwater Habitat (wildlife 

corridors), stream buffers, and previously identified exclusion areas for Squirrel Gliders and Brush-

tailed Phascogales. These are shown on harvesting plans, though are also publicly available for all 

state forests as digital layers for those with GIS expertise. These areas are excluded from the net 

harvest area and are required to be marked on the ground before logging.  

The following maps of areas proposed for logging identify some of those areas that will be 

excluded from logging (though check the harvesting plan when available for full exclusions). 

Policing the boundaries of these areas is a focus for auditing.   

As part of the CIFOA remake of logging rules the survey requirements for most threatened species 

were removed and replaced with a requirement to put 10-12% of the net harvest area in permanent 

exclusion areas. In coastal areas FC are required to protect 5% of the net logging area as “Wildlife 

Habitat Clumps” (WHC) and 5% as “Habitat Tree Clumps” (HTC). WHC are required to be identified 

ahead of logging and HTC are identified as logging progresses. These are meant to be areas of 

high conservation value, though FC have often been found to pick areas of no commercial value (ie 

erosion valleys, forest killed in fires, poor stunted forest etc.). So at this stage, when these 

exclusions are first being identified, an effective action we can take is to maximise the inclusion of 

the most important forests in these exclusions. 

 

So the more evidence we can present on what are the best parts to protect, and which bits certainly 

shouldn’t be included, the better. As well as forest condition, other things worth looking for and 

recording (on map or with GPS, and photos) are: 

1. Koala scats and patches of Koala feed trees (ie mature (>30cm) Tallowwood, Grey 

Gum, Grey Box, Red Gum) 

2. Chewed fruit of Forest Oaks (Allocasuarina) indicating use by Glossy Black 

Cockatoos 

3. Sap feed trees of Yellow-bellied and Squirrel Gliders  

4. Wetlands 

5. Rock outcrops 

6. Clumps of hollow-bearing and Giant Trees (140cm at stump height), preferably with 

mature trees as recruits) 

7. Localities of threatened plants and animals (if you can recognise them or evidence of 

their presence) 

The aim is to undertake more detailed assessments to identify the best areas of forests for 

threatened species so that you/we can make representations to the FC and EPA that these 

areas should be excluded from logging as Wildlife and Habitat Tree exclusion areas before 

logging starts. Even if the goal is to stop logging this is a worthwhile exercise to identify the 

special values of an area, including because it will help make FC protect the best bits of 

forests elsewhere. Findings can be marked on print-outs of the following maps of areas 

proposed for logging and a photograph of the marked map forwarded to NEFA. 
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Doubleduke State Forest 

Doubleduke 5,6,7 and 8. 1170 ha. Identified as planning. Logging scheduled to start 8 

August 2022. 

The Forestry Corporation have now dropped their proposal to log compartments 1,2 and 3 and have 

moved further south. Parts of this area along Lower Slopes Road (to the south west) were being 

logged in 2010 when NEFA staged a walkthrough into the unlogged area to assess the unprotected 

oldgrowth, and logging was stopped. This followed NEFA’s identification of substantial illegal 

logging, including of the TEC Subtropical Coastal Floodplain Forest, to the south west of this area.  

The large area excluded from logging to the north-east as FMZ includes the Pyrocarpa Flora 

Reserve. To the south the logging area is bordered by Jackybalbin State Conservation Area. As well 

as stream reserves and wildlife corridors, there are significant areas of protected HCV oldgrowth 

and the Endangered Ecological Community Subtropical Coastal Floodplain Forest. Wildlife Habitat 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ncec/pages/187/attachments/original/1487758203/Preliminary_Audit_of_Doubleduke_State_Forest.pdf?1487758203
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ncec/pages/187/attachments/original/1487758250/Supplementary_Audit_of_Doubleduke_State_Forest.pdf?1487758250
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Clumps have already been identified. The large area of unprotected non-HCV oldgrowth (which was 

partially logged in 2002) is of particular significance. 

The areas of logging shown south of Cliff Road occurred in 2002 and 2010 (along Lower Slopes 

Rd), with previous logging in the late 60s or early 70s (when it was more selective). North of Cliff Rd 

was logged from 1985 to 1990, though was also recorded as recently disturbed in 1998. It is 

significant that the area south of Cliff Road was the least intensively burnt in the 2019/20 wildfires, 

making this area with its patches of long unlogged forests and unprotected (non HCV) oldgrowth, of 

particular importance. 

In general the areas of highest fire intensity are likely to have suffered the greatest loss of trees and 

wildlife, meaning the least intensively burnt areas are priorities for searches. 

  
In this area the EPA prepared a map of unburnt (blue) and partially burnt (pink) areas, which they 

originally wanted excluded from logging – we should expect nothing less.  

The 3 threatened forest owls Masked, Powerful and Barking have been recorded. There are quite a 

few records of Squirrel Glider, Yellow-bellied Glider, Brush-tailed Phascogale and Koala. The 

Wallum Froglet. Little Lorikeet, Varied Sitella, Brown Treecreeper, Stephen’s Banded Snake and 

Grey-headed Flying Fox have also been recorded. For the animal species, nests (which are rarely 

found) and sap feed trees for Squirrel Glider and Yellow-bellied Glider require protection. This is a 

stronghold of the threatened Paspalidium grandispiculatum and the Bordered Guinea Flower and 

Water Nutgrass have been recorded nearby. If found Bordered Guinea Flower requires a 20m 

exclusion around them and Water Nutgrass just requires a road management plan. Other 

threatened species require no specific protection, though if evidence of their presence is found it 

makes a strong case for inclusion of areas in wildlife clumps.  

  



6 
 

Camira State Forest 

 

Camira State Forest compartments 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11. Identified as 

planning. Roading scheduled 30 January 2020, Logging scheduled to start 11 October 2021. Not 

identified as active, no harvesting plan released. 

Situated on the edge of the Richmond River floodplain these compartments are bounded by Myall 

Creek to the south and bisected by Old Tenterfield Road and the north coast railway. There is a 

dam with a buffer, some riparian buffers, some small corridors, with the Endangered Ecological 

Community Subtropical Coastal Floodplain Forest comprising most of the exclusions. Some Wildlife 

Habitat Clumps have been identified. 
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To the west of the railway line it is recorded as being logged in 1990-91, but for the CRA it was 

described as recently disturbed in 1998. With the area shown above logged in 2005. The area to the 

east of the railway line is recorded as logged in 1955, though it has likely been logged since with a 

large area of regrowth – never-the-less a significant part is mapped as mature forest. 

    

This forest was extensively burnt in the 2019/20 wildfires, with only the patch to the south-east (east 

of Camira Road) near Myall Creek minimally burnt (this would be a high priority for Koala scat 

searches). In general the areas of highest fire intensity are likely to have suffered the greatest loss 

of trees and wildlife, meaning the least intensively burnt areas are priorities for searches. The 

“canopy partially affected” area of mature forest with Koala records to the north of the railway line 

(outside existing exclusions) would also be a priority for Koala searches. 
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Whiporie State Forest 

  

Whiporie State Forest compartments 6 and 7. Identified as planning. 

Logging due to start 1 September 2022. 

The Forestry Corporation have shifted their focus here from the adjacent Myrtle State Forest since 

NEFAs audits, Koala searches, and a social media campaign. It can be accessed by the same road 

as Myrtle – just keep going straight ahead along Myrtle’s boundary until you come to a T 

intersection. 

Logging History records this as logged in 1972, though the CRA records it as recently logged in 

1998. The whole of this compartment was burnt in the 2019-20 fires, though judging by our nearby 

findings some Koalas may have survived, making the identification of any refugial colonies (most 

likely in the canopy partially affected areas) a high priority.  

 

 

  

https://www.nefa.org.au/preliminary_audit_myrtle_state_forest
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ncec/pages/1371/attachments/original/1600224472/Myrtle_Koala_High_Use_Area_Supp1..pdf?1600224472
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Cherry Tree State Forest 

 

Cherry Tree Compartments 3 and 4. Identified as approved. Roading started 10 

September 2021. Logging due to start 15 November 2021. 

Bounded to the north by Mongogarie Creek, and bisected along the ridge (Richmond Range) by 

Cherry Tree Road.   Area to west of the ridge last logged 2000, to east last logged 1980. The area 

to the north of Mongogarie Creek was subjected to a disgraceful logging operation that was subject 

to auditing by NEFA as logging progressed. The Forestry Corporation were left to illegally log and 

the EPA took no action for most of the most outrageous breaches.   

 
All else being equal, disturbed oldgrowth is likely to have more old trees. 

As well as reduced riparian buffers, additional areas excluded from logging include the Threatened 

Ecological Communities Lowland Rainforest and Grey Box Gret Gum Wet Sclerophyll Forest, some 

https://www.nefa.org.au/damning_results_for_cherry_tree_audit
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additional rainforest, a rare patch of oldgrowth Spotted Gum forest, a Wildlife Corridor (FMZ 2) 50m 

each side of Mongogarie Creek, and some Wildlife Habitat Clumps recently added by the Forestry 

Corporation as part of the planning process. These all require boundary marking prior to logging and 

should be a focus for auditing. Not shown on above map is a visual protection zone of 50 metres 

either side of Cherry Tree Road, which is only proposed for 50% canopy retention.  

Plants to search for are Ripple-leafed Muttonwood (Myrsine richmondensis), Onion Cedar (Owenia 

cepiodora), Tall Knotweed (Persicaria elatior), Rainforest Cassia (Senna acclinis) and Scrub 

Turpentine (Rhodamnia rubescens). Ripple-leafed Muttonwood and Onion Cedar only require 

inadequate 20m buffers. Tall Knotweed and Rainforest Cassia only require a roadside Management 

Plan. Scrub Turpentine is still likely to be common and allowed to be bulldozed over, but is critically 

endangered by Myrtle Rust, this is a key issue we need to pursue so identifying all locations is 

important.  

No specific protection is required for known fauna. As well as dens and nests, its worth recording 

locations of Yellow-bellied Glider (Petaurus australis) and Squirrel Glider (Petaurus norfolcensis) 

sap feed trees, and Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) feed trees. Remember to count the scats and 

record their location, but leave them at the base of the tree. Patches of forest with relatively large 

numbers of healthy hollow-bearing and recruitment trees, particularly where Greater Gliders occur, 

should be a high priority for identification.  

Keep an ear out for any areas affected by Bell Miners and map where they are found in numbers. 

Note that as it is Walloon Coal Measures geology vulnerable to landslips, there are some 

restrictions for slopes over 25o.  

   

Cherry Tree Compartments 5, 6 and 7. Identified as planning. Roading due to start 2 

August 2021, logging 4 April 2022. 

This area adjoins compartments 2 and 4 to the south, and is intended for when the others are 

complete. The mapping shows part of the extensive logging to the south in 2002, and to the north-

west around the oldgrowth in 2000. The logging history for this area has the southern part logged in 

the late sixties, with some logging in the north apparently in the late eighties.       
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Richmond Range State Forest 

 

Richmond Range State Forest compartments 3, 4, 5 and 6. 
Identified as planning. Logging due start date 1 July 2022. 

Located adjacent to Toonumbar Dam these compartments are important as contributors to the 

volumes and quality of waters entering the dam. Logging of these compartments in the late 1980s 

caused a blue-green algae outbreak in the dam. 

Part of the area has been converted to plantations. Bell Miner Associated Dieback (BMAD) is a 

huge problem on the northern end of the Richmond Range. Logging promotes lantana, lantana 

promotes Bell Miners, Bell Miners promote sap-sucking psyllids, psyllids promote tree death. These 

forests need to be rehabilitated – not further degraded. It is a chance to promote the evils of BMAD 

and the necessity for rehabilitation. There are tens of thousands of hectares of BMAD in this region, 

and it appears to be rapidly expanding as trees come under increasing stress from climate heating. 

So this is an opportunity to focus attention on a major problem, and initiate some rehabilitation. This, 

and the dam, are key issues here.  
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Richmond Range State Forest compartments 24, 25 and 26. 
Identified as proposed. Roading scheduled 23 August 2021, logging scheduled 2 May 2022? 

Removed from map.  
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Ewingar State Forest 

 

Ewingar State Forest compartments 66, 67, 68, 69, 73, 75, 76, 77, 

79. Identified as planning. Logging of 66-69 scheduled to start 13 December 2021, 73-79 on 4 

October 2021. Though neither are identified as active and no harvesting plan is published. 

Straddles the Lionsville Road up to, and over, North Ewingar Road on the crest of the Gibraltar 

Range. Most of the eastern part of the area was described as recently logged in 1998 for the CRA. 

The recent logging shown for the west of the area was logged in 2018. Of particular concern is an 

area mapped as oldgrowth and disturbed oldgrowth that is now within the logging area to the south 

of Lionsville Road where it enters the State Forest.  

A detailed assessment of the Ewingar logging areas has not yet been attempted. 
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Ewingar State Forest compartments 66, 67, 68, 69, 73, 75, 76, 77, 79/ Left shows growth stage and 

right the 2019/20 fire severity. 

  

Ewingar State Forest compartments 14, 15, 19, 20, 21. Identified as 

proposed. The area shown logged to the south-east was logged in 2003, it would seem premature 

to log these again.  

 


