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The Nature Conservation Council of NSW is the 
state’s peak environmental non-government 

organisation, representing more than 120 
community environment groups.

Our members are united by a vision of a world 
in which nature is respected, protected and 

embraced by an ecologically sustainable society. 

We strive to achieve this vision through 
advocacy, education, research and community 

empowerment.

Founded in 1955, we have worked for almost 60 
years to protect wildlife, forests, rivers and oceans 
and mobilised thousands of people to demand real 

action on climate change.

ABOUT US

www.nature.org.au
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It is a testament to the resilience and 

tenacity of the environment movement 

in NSW that we recorded two significant 

victories in the past year under what 

might best be described as challenging 

conditions.

The campaign against proposals to let 

amateur hunters loose in our national 

parks started in 2011, but it bore fruit this 

year when the government disbanded the 

Game Council and significantly limited the 

program when it was finally rolled out. This 

issue galvanised the community, garnering 

support from a broad range of people and 

groups, many of whom were engaging in an 

environmental campaign for the first time.

The same was true of the struggle to 

defeat the government’s Planning Bill, 

which threatened to put the interests 

of developers before the needs of the 

community and the environment. The Bill 

stalled in parliament after a grassroots 

campaign led to positive amendments 

in the upper house that the government 

refused to accept. While this battle 

has been won, the campaign for a fair, 

balanced and environmentally responsible 

planning system continues.

Advocating for strong environmental 

protections is a significant and highly 

visible focus of our work, but our staff, 

who now number 30, are also involved 

behind the scenes on many issues 

including engaging property owners in fire 

management, invasive species control and 

restoration of wildlife habitat. The Healthy 

Ecosystems team was involved this year 

in some exciting developments, including 

sightings of the endangered North Coast 

emu and the eastern bristlebird as a result 

of fire and weed management work.

Our community education programs have 

helped thousands of households save 

power, reduce waste, and switch to clean 

energy. The Sustainable Living team is now 

almost half way to meeting its target of 

helping 1,000 low-income households save 

power and reduce their carbon emissions 

through the Power Savers program. 

The strength of the environment movement 

is derived from the dedication of the many 

thousands of volunteers who give of their 

time and expertise. This is as true for NCC 

as it is for the more than 120 groups that 

constitute its membership.

I would like to particularly acknowledge 

the NCC Executive, which has provided 

wise counsel and leadership, and also the 

dedication and professionalism of our staff, 

ably led by our outgoing CEO Pepe Clarke. 

I welcome the incoming CEO Kate Smolski 

and Campaigns Director, Daisy Barham.

We are also extremely grateful for 

the voluntary contributions of our 

representatives, interns, office volunteers, 

donors and committee members, without 

which we could not function.

Thank you all for going beyond the 

call of duty, working tirelessly for our 

member groups and a better future for our 

landscapes, wildlife and environment.

Professor Donald O. White 

CHAIR’S REPORT
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We all depend on the environment for our 
health, wellbeing and prosperity. The air 
we breathe, the water we drink, and our 
unique wildlife and wild places deserve a 
robust network of protections to safeguard 
the essentials of life, now and for future 
generations.

Regrettably, this year both the state and 
federal governments wound back hard-
fought gains, increasing the threats faced by 
nature and communities across NSW. 

These setbacks have, however, created 
opportunities for us to engage with our 
members, supporters, and the broader 
community to demonstrate strong public 
support for nature conservation and 
ecologically sustainable development. 

During the year, we joined with members 
and allies to defeat the government’s 
deeply flawed Planning Bill 2013. We 
provided expert policy analysis, informed 
and mobilised the community, and directly 
called on decision makers to enact a 
planning system that puts people and the 
environment at its centre.

With the review of our critical biodiversity 
laws under way, we have rallied the 
community and worked with our members 
to defend critical land-clearing regulations. 
We have actively opposed plans to open our 
national parks estate to logging and erode 
protections for our coastal forests.

We were a founding member of the Our 
Land, Our Water, Our Future campaign, 
joining with more than 80 groups across 
the state fighting to secure protections for 
communities, the environment and climate 
from the impacts of destructive coal and gas 
development, with a focus on defending our 
water catchments and special wild places.

We stepped up our opposition to attacks on 
marine sanctuaries in state waters, building 
a strong campaign to restore protection of 
marine life, reform the commercial fishing 
sector, and establish a marine park for the 
greater Sydney region. We also worked to 
secure protections for the new network of 
federal marine reserves.

Our Sustainable Living programs helped 
hundreds of households reduce waste 
and save power. In the second year of 
our household energy-efficiency program 
we helped more than 400 low-income 
households increase their energy efficiency 
and reduce carbon emissions, and we 
are on track to reach our target of 1,000 
households.

We worked with rural property owners, 
public land managers and Indigenous 
landholders to deliver real-world solutions to 
natural resource management challenges, 
including ecologically sustainable fire 
management, invasive species control and 
restoration of wildlife habitat.

Our collaboration with Aboriginal 
landholders has deepened through 
opportunities to share contemporary and 
traditional fire knowledge to reduce the 
impacts of wildfire, improve wildlife habitat, 
and reduce the impacts of invasive species. 

These achievements for our environment 
are possible because of the work and 
support of our members, the dedication of 
our executive, staff, representatives and 
volunteers, and the generosity of our donors.

Together we are working towards a better 
NSW.  

My most sincere thanks,

Kate Smolski

CEO’S REPORT
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FORESTS AND WILDLIFE

Over the past year, we worked with members and supporters to 
champion the protection of native forests and wildlife by defending the 
state’s conservation laws, supporting a powerful grassroots campaign 
opposing amateur hunting in national parks, and speaking out against 
logging and grazing in the state’s reserve system.

Our native forests are critical habitat for native 
wildlife and provide essential ecosystem services 
– they clean our air, purify our water, and remove 
and store carbon from the atmosphere. Our 
national parks, nature reserves and state forests 
are popular destinations where people can 
connect with nature. It is vital that we retain and 
protect the forests and bushland that remains after 
more than 200 years of land clearing and logging. 

The year’s outstanding success was the abolition 
of the Game Council and virtual defeat of plans 
to allow recreational hunters unfettered access to 
national parks and conservation areas following 
a sustained campaign by many member 
organisations, most notably the National Parks 
Association of NSW. 

Forestry operations pose a significant threat to native fauna

© Henry Gold
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More than 60 member group representatives and supporters joined us 
for the 2014 Regional Environment Conference at Bermagui on the Far 
South Coast in May.

Our regional conferences provide an opportunity for members and 
supporters to build lasting relationships, share campaign successes 
and new ideas about protecting nature.

This year the agenda focussed on pressing local and state-wide 
conservation issues, including native forest logging, restoring full 
protections to marine sanctuaries, and responses to the threats posed 
by destructive coal and coal seam gas industries. 

The afternoon workshop sessions developed participants’ community 
organising and writing skills. On day two, local Indigenous people led 
a tour of Gulaga (formerly known as Mount Dromedary) and shared 
stories about the creation of the local landmark.

The conference was generously hosted by the South East Region 
Conservation Alliance. REGIONAL CONFERENCE 2014

The rate of land clearing across the state slowed 
dramatically after the introduction of the Native 
Vegetation Act in 2003, which ecologists estimate 
has saved the lives of more than 500,000 native 
animals. Attacks on this law by radical elements 
escalated this year in the form of changes to 
native vegetation regulations and a Shooters 
and Fishers’ Party Bill that sought to gut the Act. 
We responded vigorously to these threats with 
outreach to the media, briefing MPs and making 
a joint submission with other conservation groups 
opposing amendments to the native vegetation 
regulations that allowed landholders to bypass 
government approvals and assess their own land-
clearing proposals.

Our Forest Working Group continued to provide 
policy expertise and analysis on forestry issues 
ranging from woodchipping to the renewal by 
the government of unsustainable wood supply 
contracts. We made a detailed submission to 
the Remake of the Coastal Integrated Forestry 
Operations Approvals process, highlighting the 
risks to threatened species, soils and streams 
posed by proposals to diminish environmental 
protections contained in the approvals.

In 2013, a new threat to the state’s wildlife 
and bushland emerged when the government 
announced a review of the Native Vegetation Act 
2003, Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995, 
Nature Conservation Trust Act 2001 and sections 
of the National Parks and Wilderness Act 1974. 
Full details of the review were not revealed until 
June 2014, when we responded by building an 
alliance and starting a sustained campaign.

In June 2014, the NSW Natural Resources 
Commission recommended allowing commercial 
logging operations in the Brigalow and Nandewar 
conservation areas. We responded immediately 
with a strong media campaign and preparation of 
a detailed critique of the proposal.

We provided expert comment to the government’s 
review of biodiversity offsetting protocols for major 
projects, highlighting significant concerns about 
proposals to allow the destruction of habitats in 
exchange for funding for research and education, 
a move away from ‘like for like’ offsetting, and the 
failure to protect high conservation value areas 
from destruction.
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Almost 80 per cent of NSW is covered 
by coal, gas or mineral exploration 
or production licences. This not only 
threatens the viability of the land we 
live on, it also has a negative impact 
on the food we eat, the water we drink, 
and the natural places we love. 

In response to these challenges, 
we were instrumental in forming the 
new campaign alliance, Our Land, 
Our Water, Our Future. Following 
a successful launch in March, the 
alliance has grown to represent more 

COAL AND GAS

Throughout the year, we worked with our members and supporters 
to defend nature in the face of rapidly expanding coal and coal seam 
gas industries. Together we have challenged the NSW Government to 
improve safeguards for our communities and protect our environment.

Undermined ... Sydney’s drinking water catchment 
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The Community Organising Fellowship gives non-government 
organisation staff and community leaders the skills to build 
community power and organisational capacity to influence 
decision makers. 

In February, the first cohort of 25 community organisers began 
a seven-month course to enhance their skills and network with 
others in the broader coal, gas and climate movement. 

The Community Organising Fellowship is a collaboration between 
us, the Change Agency, the Sunrise Project, and the Sierra 
Club. It is a pioneering training program in Australia that will 
provide lasting benefits to individuals and organisations. Over 
the seven-month course, participants deepen their understanding 
of community organising and its important role in social change 
through structured learning, application and reflection. 

Some of our staff have participated in the first cohort of trainees 
and are transferring their skills to supporters, member groups 
and other staff, which will help to strengthen the conservation 
movement more broadly. 

COMMUNITY ORGANISING 
FELLOWSHIP

than 80 community groups. Our Land, Our Water, 
Our Future presents a united voice seeking lasting 
protection for our water catchments, wild places, 
farmland and local communities from destructive coal 
and coal seam gas development.

We have grown a base of supporters who have a 
deep commitment to protecting nature from coal 
and coal seam gas. As a result, we have mobilised 
thousands of people to send emails to decision 
makers, phone the Premier’s office, and make 
submissions calling for our water supplies, farmlands, 
communities and wildlife to be protected.

We have advocated strongly with local landholders 
and communities in the Hunter Valley, Liverpool Plains, 
Blue Mountains and Central West, amplifying their 
voices through the media and in the halls of power. 

During a tour of the affected regions, we created 
a series of short videos that told the stories 
of communities fighting to stop coal and gas 
developments.

Many people are unaware that Sydney is the only 
major city in the world that tolerates significant coal 
mining in its drinking water catchment. 

During the year we were instrumental in forming the 
Protect Sydney’s Water Alliance of more than 50 
organisations who want to educate the community 
and politicians about the threats coal and coal 
seam gas development poses to the water supply 
of 4.5 million people. 

We have advocated strongly for the revocation of 
changes to the Mining State Environmental Planning 
Policy that require decision makers to make 
economic benefits of a mining projects the ‘principal 
consideration’ ahead of social and environmental 
ones. 

With the backing of our members and supporters, 
our campaign is building support for major reforms 
to the way coal and coal seam gas industries are 
regulated in NSW in the lead up to the 2015 state 
election. 
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

In early 2013, the NSW Government released its draft Planning Bill 
and a White Paper outlining its vision for a new planning system 
in NSW.

On June 28, 2013, we made a joint submission 
to the review with the Total Environment Centre 
that outlined the key flaws in the government’s 
proposals. Our submission laid the foundation for 
much of our advocacy work on this critical area of 
government reform during the second half of 2013. 

We have consistently argued that a fair, transparent 
planning system based on the principles of 
ecologically sustainable development is vital for 
the protection of wildlife, the reduction of air and 
water pollution, and the maintenance of healthy 
communities.

Throughout the public consultation period for 
the planning review we provided expert policy 
advice and analysis that exposed the significant 
shortcomings of the proposed legislation, and 
conducted high-level lobbying to underline the 
significant risks it posed.

In late September, we released Nature in the 
Balance, an analysis of how the proposals would 

undermine environmental protections, and in early 
November 2013, Chief Executive Officer Pepe 
Clarke launched the report at major towns and 
cities from Sydney to Byron Bay during a week-long 
tour of coastal areas. 

In the closing weeks of the final session of 
parliament in 2013, we engaged intensely with key 
parties in the NSW Legislative Council to secure 
substantial amendments to the Planning Bill. 
While these went some way to addressing broad 
community concerns and restoring balance within 
the proposed system, ultimately the government 
refused to accept the upper house amendments 
and the Bill stalled.

We are continuing to work closely with our member 
organisations and the Planning Working Group to 
build and demonstrate public support for a system 
that protects nature and local communities, and to 
galvanise opposition to the government’s intention 
to fast-track development at the expense of the 
environment. 
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Together with our members and supporters, we 
have built a strong campaign to restore marine 
sanctuaries, reform the commercial fishing sector, 
and establish a marine park for the greater Sydney 
region. 

Our high-visibility campaign to overturn the 
government’s decision to allow recreational line 
fishing from the shore in marine sanctuaries has 
resulted in more than 10,000 people writing to their 
members of parliament to call for full protections to 
be restored. 

Early in the reporting period, we joined the 
Save Our Marine Life alliance of more than 20 
conservation organisations to advocate for the 
establishment of new marine parks and the 
protection of existing ones.

Our report titled Beyond the Beach: Exploring 
NSW’s Underwater Treasurers was an effective tool 
for lobbying politicians on all sides of the chamber. 

During the year we engaged with the Marine Estate 
Management Authority as it develops a Marine 
Estate Management Bill, reviews fishing in marine 
sanctuaries, and.establishes a new overarching 
vision for marine protection.

To heighten awareness of the risks to our marine 
sanctuaries, we generated state-wide media stories 
and mounted an advertising campaign in the 
Sydney Morning Herald. In May, we crowd-sourced 
funding for a giant billboard in the heart of Premier 
Mike Baird’s electorate, and garnered support for 
sanctuaries from more than 350 businesses. 

During the federal election campaign, then 
Opposition Leader Tony Abbott announced that 
a government led by him would conduct a review 
of the national network of commonwealth marine 
parks introduced by Labor in 2012. We opposed 
the review and engaged the media to highlight 
the broad support that exists in the community for 
marine parks in NSW. 

The marine environment of NSW, which spans northern sub-tropical 
and southern temperate waters, is our playground, yet less than 7 per 
cent of the state’s coastal waters are protected.  

MARINE CONSERVATION

© John Turnbull
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The Healthy Ecosystems Program is working with rural property owners, 
public land managers and Indigenous landholders to deliver real-world 
solutions to environmental challenges, including fire management, 
invasive species control and restoration of wildlife habitat. 

HEALTHY ECOSYSTEMS

We have now been involved in fire management 
at various levels for almost 35 years. Our award-
winning programs bring together scientific 
expertise, cultural knowledge and proven 
community engagement strategies to protect 
and restore nature and build lasting capacity for 
effective natural resource management. 

This year the team has played a part in several 
exciting developments, including sightings of 
the endangered North Coast emu in parts of 
the Bungawalbin region inland of Evans Head; 
exploring the role of fire to stimulate bush 
tucker species for people and animals; and 
sightings of the critically endangered eastern 
bristlebird following our integrated fire and weed 
management work with landholder groups in the 
Border Ranges. We also became a partner in the 
Great Eastern Ranges Initiative.

Restoring habitat through community 
engagement

We believe fire is a useful tool for restoring degraded 
habitats, and that bushfire risk management 
practices should always consider the effects of 
various measures on bushland and wildlife. To 
ensure the best outcomes, land managers and the 
community must be engaged in planning.

This year the Bushfire Program’s Using Fire as a 
Restoration Tool workshop series attracted more 
than 120 people from about 30 organisations. 
The workshops focused on the management of 
endangered ecological communities in Sydney, 
combatting Bell Miner Associated Dieback, and 
creating bird-friendly habitat that minimises bushfire 
risk. In collaboration with Birds in Backyards, a fact
sheet titled Creating bird friendly gardens in bush 
fire prone areas was distributed to more than 10,000 
people.

 © Richard Brittingham
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Supporting sustainable bushfire 
management  

Our contributions to bushfire policy 
this year included the development of 
a new approach to ecological burning 
on private lands; input into sustainable 
fire management for homes adjacent to 
bushland; and highlighting to government 
the dangers of proposed laws that would 
allow native vegetation clearing without 
expert assessment or approval. 

Our team continued to provide high-
level input to policy formulation through 
participation on government committees 
and the Bush Fire Environmental 
Assessment Code Review Panel.

Our representatives on more than 45 
bushfire management committees 
across the state continued to be strong, 
effective advocates for sustainable fire 
management.

The Hotspots team has been adopting innovative approaches to 
meet the needs and interests of communities with whom they 
work. Within the Southern Tablelands township of Burra, Hotspots 
has been collaborating with a volunteer bushfire brigade to build 
a stronger connection between its members and the broader 
community. 

This has led to a hub of interested community members coming 
together to learn more about fire and fire ecology. Dubbed the 
Hotspot Hotshots, the Burra brigade is now hosting a series 
of follow-up burns in different vegetation types to highlight 
differences in fire behaviour and its impact on biodiversity and fire 
risk. 

“The local brigade at Burra is very inspiring as they are using 
the work with Hotspots to create a network of Hotspots Hotshots,  
drawing on people’s existing skills and developing expertise in 
aspects of fire management and ecology.” 

- Phil Patterson, Hotspots Fire Project Facilitator.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
SUPPORTING RESILIENCE 

Our bushfire training courses enhance community awareness of fire 
risk and biodiversity
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Sharing knowledge and experiences 
The Firesticks Project is working with communities 
on the North Coast and Northern Tablelands to re-
invigorate Indigenous fire and land management. 
This Indigenous-led Cultural Natural Resource 
Management program brings together Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal communities to manage country 
and share experiences that deepen participants’ 
understanding of the cultural and ecological 
complexities of land management.

Firesticks has established several long-term 
monitoring plots on four Indigenous Protected 
Areas (IPAs) to monitor the response to fire of a 
key species, including birds, small mammals and 
micro-bats. It has become clear from early results 
that IPAs are critical areas for many threatened 
animal species. 

“Aboriginal people burn for a range of ecological 
and cultural reasons. We burn country to reduce 
risk, but we also use fire to increase the abundance 

of certain plant species, or to create 
good conditions for animals of cultural or spiritual 
significance. Some communities also use burning 
to prevent ceremonial sites being overgrown, or 
to reduce fuel loads around rock art sites or scar 
trees so they are not damaged by wildfire.” – Oliver 
Costello, Firesticks Project Coordinator. 

HEALTHY ECOSYSTEMS

Connecting with Country through fire-making workshops
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Hotspots Program extends its reach 

The Hotspots Program, which we deliver with our 
NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS) partners, worked 
with more than 190 landholders and completed 
125 property fire management plans covering 
35,000 hectares. For the first time, Hotspots 
worked with Hunter Local Land Services to deliver 
a tailored program to landholders with Property 
Vegetation Plans, a significant step towards 
individualised fire management plans based on 
site visits. 

The Hotspots team continued to contribute to efforts 
to save the endangered eastern bristlebird in the 
Border Ranges. The team worked with landholders 
and other agencies at Gradys Creek to conduct a 
100-hectare burn to restore grassy habitat critical 
for the species’ recovery. Recent survey work 
confirmed the return of not only the bristlebird, but 
also the threatened Hastings River mouse. 

Restoring coastal landscapes

The Upper Coldstream Project is a four-year initiative 
to reduce threats to wildlife in an ecologically 
significant region covering 4,000 hectares and 40 
properties on the North Coast. We are working with 
landholders to assess the impact of their on-ground 
work, including native plant regeneration following 
weed control and pest animal removal.

The first year of the project, which is being delivered 
in partnership with Clarence Environment Centre, 
has resulted in weed control work across over 23 
properties covering about 400 hectares of high-
priority conservation areas. 

The cultural values of the area are deeply embedded 
in the ceremonies and traditions of the Yaegl people. 
Here, the project is focussed on enabling the Yaegl 
and Birrigan-Gargl community to manage weed, 
pest and fire threats on their land at Wooloweyah.

Working with the NSW Rural Fire Service’s (RFS) Bushfire 
Resilience for Aboriginal Communities (BRAC) program, the 
Firesticks Project provided an opportunity for more than 30 
Aboriginal land managers from across northern NSW to meet 
at the Yarrawarra Cultural Centre for bushfire fighting training. 
Firesticks project partners - including Boorabee and the Willows, 
Wattleridge, Minyumai and Ngunya Jargoon Indigenous Protected 
Areas, and Ngulingah, Casino Boolangle Aboriginal land councils 
- participated in fire fighter training. Participants received five 
competencies attached to the RFS Bushfire Fighter course through 
Riverina TAFE.

The demonstration burn site at Corindi on the North Coast offered 
the rangers the chance to put their learning into practice. Prior to 
the burn, the rangers and RFS staff walked the area and discussed 
the possible presence of scar trees, bush tucker plants and habitat 
trees, all factors that need to be considered before lighting the fire. 
RFS staff and the rangers agreed the site benefited from a low-
intensity burn to protect the area’s cultural and ecological values.

BUSHFIRE FIGHTING TRAINING 
FOR INDIGENOUS RANGERS
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SUSTAINABLE LIVING PROGRAM

Our community education programs have helped thousands of 
households save power, reduce waste, switch to clean energy and 
get involved in community action for a sustainable future.

Energy efficiency for low-income workers
In April 2013, we launched a new household energy-
efficiency program for low-income workers. The 
three-year program, called Power Savers, will help 
more than 1,000 low-income households save power 
and reduce their carbon emissions by becoming 
energy efficient.

Many low-income households spend more than 10 
per cent of their earnings on energy bills, so reducing 
energy consumption can significantly reduce 
pressure on household finances.

During the financial year, 427 households received 
home energy assessments, tailored home energy-
efficiency retrofits, and ongoing assistance as part 
of the Power Savers program. Out of those, 10 were 
selected to have solar hot water systems installed 
free of charge, and we will be selecting a further 40 
households for solar hot water installations. 

Making the switch to solar is more complicated 
for renters, so we are negotiating with the 
landlords of 50 program participants to share 
the costs of upgrading old, inefficient hot water 
systems to solar. We are particularly excited by 
the prospect of engaging landlords and their 
tenants beyond the scope of the existing program 
to share the costs of energy-efficiency upgrades. 

By recruiting 60 energy-efficiency champions 
and training them in the principles of community 
organising, we are ensuring the program’s 
leading participants share their knowledge 
and power-saving behaviours with the wider 
community.

With our program partners, we are closely 
monitoring all aspects of the program to see what 
works best to hone the design of future initiatives.
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Reducing food waste
Each year, households in NSW throw away more 
than 800,000 tonnes of food, at an average annual 
cost of $1,036 per household. Preventing food 
waste saves money, water, energy and natural 
resources, and reduces landfill and methane 
emissions.

Our Food Waste Challenge and Family Food Waste 
Challenge workshops provide practical advice to 
help households reduce the amount of food they 
waste. 

Over the course of the year, we ran food waste 
workshops for more than 200 people in western 
Sydney. The workshops, delivered in collaboration 
with local councils, received very positive feedback. 
Workshop participants achieved reductions in 
avoidable food waste, and follow-up surveys found 
that food-saving behaviours were maintained 
beyond the workshop series.

In October, we hosted a fundraising dinner for
120 people titled Forgotten Foods. The event
raised awareness of the role food cosmetic
standards plays in food waste, as well as raising 

funds for our operations. About 30 per cent of fruits
and vegetables are rejected before they reach
the shops because of appearance, which leads to
thousands of tonnes of edible food going to waste
every year. Forgotten Foods demonstrated how 
needless this is by having leading chefs create a  
gourmet meal with vegetables and cuts of meat that 
would usually be rejected.

We received feedback from participants 
of the Food Waste Challenge that 
they wanted a carry-on program that 
increased their awareness of how to 
grow food in small spaces, and maintain 
their edible garden to supply them with 
some of their food needs. 

In response, we ran a successful and 
popular series of workshops titled 
Edible Gardens in Small Spaces. The 
workshops taught people in inner 
Sydney how to set up and maintain a 
small garden, and then how to cook 
food they have grown. Due to popular 
demand, we plan to repeat the series in 
the coming financial year with funding 
from the City of Sydney Council. 

EDIBLE GARDENS IN SMALL SPACES

Each year NSW households throw away 800,000 tonnes of food
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ENVIRONMENTAL LIAISON OFFICE 

This year the ELO dealt with a range of critical issues, 
including raising concerns about the government’s 
planning reform agenda; the government’s review 
of Crown lands administration; the restructuring of 
bodies responsible for the state’s water resources; and 
proposed changes to the biodiversity offsets policy for 
major projects.

The ELO played a key role in seeking amendments 
to the Planning Bill 2013 in the upper house. The Bill 
stalled in parliament when the government refused 
to accept the changes, consequently preventing the 
adoption of a new regime that would have weakened 
environmental protections and community engagement 
in planning decisions.

The office engaged members and supporters in the 
government’s review of Crown lands management, 
highlighting the importance of these lands for wildlife 
conservation, especially for threatened species.

It wrote to all parties highlighting concerns about the 
merger of Sydney Water and the Sydney Catchment 

Management Authority, and the potential to diminish 
the important role of the Sydney Catchment Authority in 
protecting Sydney’s drinking water.

In March, the ELO called for the withdrawal of the 
proposed Biodiversity Offset Policy for Major Projects 
because of its potential to weaken biodiversity offsetting 
standards.

The group renewed calls for the iconic Drip Gorge in the 
state’s Central West to be included in Goulburn River 
National Park.

The ELO developed key policies for the next state 
election, which will take place in March 2015, and 
completed a draft of Our Environment, Our Future: 
Policies for the 2015 NSW Election and Beyond. 

The group will be calling for the reservation of new 
terrestrial and marine parks and wilderness areas, 
investment in renewable energy, protection of land-
clearing laws, and a planning system that minimises 
corruption and maximises community involvement.

The Environment Liaison Office (ELO) provides a platform for collaboration 
between the state’s leading non-government environmental organisations. 
The ELO’s members develop common policy positions on important 
environmental issues and engage with the NSW Government and other 
members of the NSW Parliament.
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MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS

We enjoyed a significant increase in media coverage 
over the past year, featuring in more than 700 
newspaper articles, radio news items and television 
broadcasts, a 40 per cent better strike rate than in the 
previous year.

The increase was a result of the considerable time and 
energy we have invested in this aspect of our work. 
During the year, senior staff were interviewed almost 
330 times on coal seam gas development, coal mining, 
forestry, planning, pollution, marine protection, and 
bushfire risk management, among other things. We also 
issued more than 160 media releases.

A large part of the coverage we gained resulted from 
responding rapidly to breaking news, but much was 
also gained by creating media opportunities and 
backgrounding journalists to shine a light of issues 
governments and corporations would prefer to keep 
hidden. 

In an effort to highlight the damage being caused by 
longwall coal mines, we hosted an ABC 7.30 NSW 
television crew on a tour of Sydney’s drinking water 
catchment, and led Newcastle media on a tour of 
Sugarloaf State Conservation Area. 

In October, the CEO toured towns from the Central 
Coast to Byron Bay highlighting the threats posed to 
communities and nature by the government’s Planning 
Bill. That tour resulted in almost 40 media stories in less 
than a week.

Our digital communications were a special focus this 
year, with the rapid expansion of our social media reach 
and the development and launch of our new website, a 
new web address (www.nature.org.au), and a refreshed 
logo design.

In line with best practice in contemporary web design, 
the new site is action-oriented, data-driven and social-
media savvy, encouraging users to sign up, donate, 
volunteer, sign petitions, and share content with their 
friends.

The site also gives a fuller understanding of what we do, 
raising the profile of our Sustainable Living and Healthy 
Ecosystems teams, who are delivering real-world 
solutions to environmental challenges. 

The visual power of the site owes a great debt to our 
friend and supporter, photographer Henry Gold. We 
thank him for his valuable contribution.

Media is a powerful tool we use at every opportunity to represent 
the interests of our members and pressure governments to improve 
environmental protections. Maintaining an effective program of media 
relations and communications ensures we fulfil our mission to be the voice 
for nature in NSW.

CEO Pepe Clarke being interviewed about the Planning Bill
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In October 2013, members from across the state 
came together at our annual conference to discuss 
policy issues, share experiences and learn new skills. 
Program highlights included a panel discussion 
with NSW political leaders, and workshops on 
community organising, media management, and online 
campaigning.

Our 2014 regional conference in May, held at Bermagui 
on the South Coast, was hosted by the South East 
Region Conservation Alliance. More than 60 members 
and supporters from around the region participated in 
a program that centred on forestry and marine issues 
relevant to the region, including a field trip to Gulaga, 
and workshops on writing and ecology.

During the year, our members contributed to many 
victories for our environment. The Better Planning 
Network, which boasts more than 400 community 
organisations as members, led a successful campaign 
to defeat the government’s Planning Bill 2013, while the 
National Parks Association of NSW stopped government 
plans to allow hunters broad access to our reserve 
system.

The Colong Foundation for Wilderness and other 
member groups helped to secure an 11,000-hectare 
wilderness addition in Nattai National Park. The 
declaration helps protect Sydney’s drinking-water 
supply because coal and coal seam gas development 
is forbidden under the declared wilderness areas.

With more than 120 member organisations across the state, we are a vibrant, 
democratic network of community groups who are united by a vision of a 
sustainable NSW.

OUR MEMBERS

Many members took part in the planning lobby day at NSW Parliament
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MEMBER GROUPS

AID/WATCH
Association for Berowra Creek Inc. 
Australian Association for Environmental Education 
NSW Chapter Inc (AAEE)
Australian Association of Bush Regenerators (NSW) 
Ltd (AABR) 
Australian Conservation Foundation - Central Coast 
Branch
Australian Conservation Foundation - Shoalhaven 
Branch
Australian Network for Plant Conservation
Australian Plants Society NSW Ltd
Australian Wildlife Society
Bankstown Bushland Society Inc.
Bathurst Community Climate Action Network Inc.
Bellingen Environment Centre
Berowra & District Community Association Inc.
Better Planning Network (BPN)
Blacktown & District Environment Group Inc.
Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.
Bomaderry Creek Landcare Group Inc.
Bushwalking NSW Inc.
Caldera Environment Centre Inc.
Capertee Valley Alliance Inc 
Castlecrag Conservation Society Inc.
Central West Environment Council Inc.
Chipbusters
Clarence Environment Centre Inc.
Climate Action Now Wingecarribee (CANWin)
Climate Change Australia - Hastings Branch
Columban Mission Institute Centre  for Peace, 
Ecology & Justice
Community Environment Network Inc.
Cumberland Bird Observers Club Inc.
Curl Curl Lagoon Friends Inc.
Dubbo Field Naturalist & Conservation Society Inc
Earth Learning Inc.
ECCO (Environmentally Concerned Citizens of 
Orange)
EcoNetwork-Port Stephens Inc.
EcoTransit Sydney Inc.
Forestmedia Inc.
Friends of Berowra Valley Regional Park Inc.
Friends of Ku-ring-gai Environment Inc (FOKE)
Friends of Lane Cove National Park Inc.
Friends of Malabar Headland
Friends of Quarantine Station Inc.

Friends of the Koala Inc.
Friends of the Mongarlowe River Inc.
Friends of the Pilliga
Friends of Tumblebee Inc. 
Frog & Tadpole Study Group
Gerroa Environmental Protection Society Inc.
Gloucester Environment Group
Goulburn Field Naturalist Society
Great Lifestyle of Wickham
Green Shareholders
Groundswell Gloucester
Hawkesbury Environment Network
Hornsby Conservation Society Inc.
Hunter Community Environment Centre
Hunter Environment Lobby Inc.
Inner West Environment Group Inc.
Ironstone Community Action Group Inc.
Islington Village Community Group
Jervis Bay Regional Alliance Inc.
Kalang Land and Environment Action Network 
(KLEAN)
Ku-ring-gai Bat Conservation Society Inc.
Lake Wollumboola Protection Association Inc.
Lane Cove Bushland and Conservation Society Inc.
Linnean Society of NSW Inc.
Lithgow Environment Group
Little River Landcare Group
Lock the Nambucca Valley
Meadowbank West Ryde Progress Association
Mosman Parks & Bushland Association Inc.
Mudgee District Environment Group Inc.
Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists Inc
Nambucca Valley Conservation Association Inc.
National Parks Association of NSW Inc.
Native Bird Liberation Alliance
Natural Areas Ltd
No Tillegra Dam Group Inc.
North Coast Environment Council Inc.
Northern Illawarra Sustainability Alliance
Northern Inland Council for the Environment (NICE)
Northern Rivers Guardians inc.
NoW Public Transport
NSW Teachers Federation
NSW Wildlife Council Inc.
NSW WIRES
Oatley Flora & Fauna Conservation Society Inc.

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society
ORRCA Inc.
Our Land Our Water Our Future
PACTEC Inc. (Pikapene & Cherry Tree Environment 
Centre)
Palerang Local Action Network for Sustainability Inc 
(Future PLANS)
Parks & Playgrounds Movement Inc.
Parramatta Climate Action Network (ParraCAN) 
Razorback Environment Protection Society Inc.
Redgum Bushland Committee
Rivers SOS
Robertson Environmental Protection Society Inc.
Ryde Community Alliance
Ryde Environment Group
Ryde Hunters Hill Flora & Fauna Preservation 
Society Inc.
Ryde-Gladesville Climate Change Action Group 
Rylstone District Environment Society Inc.
Save Manly Dam Catchment Committee Inc
Save Our Macleay River Inc.
South East Region Conservation Alliance (SERCA)
STEP Inc.
Stop Coal Seam Gas Blue Mountains
Stop Coal Seam Gas Sydney 
Sustainable Population Australia (NSW Branch) Inc.
Sutherland Shire Environment Centre Inc.
Sydney Environmental Education Network
The Bush Club Inc
The Clean Age Incorporated
The Coastwatchers Association Inc.
The Colo Committee
The Colong Foundation for Wilderness Ltd
The David G. Stead Memorial Wild Life Research 
Foundation of Australia
The Wilderness Society (Newcastle) Inc.
The Wilderness Society (Sydney) Inc.
Total Environment Centre Inc.
Transition Newcastle Inc.
Western Sydney Conservation Alliance Inc.
Willoughby Environmental Protection Association 
(WEPA) Inc.
Wingecarribbee Landcare/Bushcare Network Inc.
Wolli Creek Preservation Society Inc.
Wombat Protection Society of Australia Ltd
World League for Protection of Animals Inc. (WLPA)
YHA Ltd
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EXECUTIVE, STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS 
The achievements of the past year would not have been possible without the 
dedication of our executive, staff, volunteers and representatives. We thank 
them all for the generous gift of their expertise, energy and commitment.

Professor Donald White (Chair)

Megan Kessler (Vice-Chair) 

Robert Pallin (Treasurer and Public Officer) 

Jane Smith (Secretary)

Mike Augee

Sue Burton

Chris Kowal

Jennie Minifie (retired during the year)

Jim Morrison 

Annie Nielsen

Anne Reeves

James Ryan

Adrian Davis Bushfire Program Coordinator
Ben Perkins  Power Savers Program Coordinator
Bill Jarvis Database Officer
Cerin Loane  Policy and Research Coordinator /   
  Environment Liaison Officer 
Daisy Barham Marine Campaigner
David Milledge Firesticks Ecologist
Greg Banks Bushfire Program Policy Officer
James Tremain  Media and Communications Officer
Jamie Payne  Office Manager
Josh Keating  Upper Coldstream Coordinator 
Karl Beckert  Senior Campaigner (Forests and Wildllife) 
Kate Hopkins  Power Savers Officer 
Kate McShea  Hotspots Coordinator
Kate Smolski  Chief Executive Officer 

Kevin Taylor Hotspots Ecologist 
Kim Blattner Administration Officer
Louise Kiddell  Outreach Coordinator
Mark Graham  Hotspots Ecologist
Michelle Rose  Hotspots Program Officer
Neha Madhok  Community Organiser 
Oliver Costello  Firesticks Coordinator 
Pablo Brait  Community Organiser 
Rachel Mimmo  Sustainable Living Program Manager 
Renee Mersino  Donor Care Officer 
Richard Brittingham  Firesticks Operations Coordinator 
Steve Clarke  Philanthropy Manager
Victor Quek  Power Savers Assistant 
Waminda Parker  Healthy Ecosystems Program Manager 

Alana Marshall

Alena Zhdanava

Alexandra Bellamy

Alyson Johnson

Amanda Ash-Bullan

Amira Hashemi

Ana Oliveira

Bill Jarvis

Blessing Uwagboe

Brianna Tibett

Bruce Diekman

Christina Hofer

Don Bonney

Kevin Yan

Laura Frangelli

Leonard Sui

Lesley Killen

Malathy Thiagarajah

Morsalin Billah

Nadine Gray

Nathan Storch

Neil Kelly

Nicholas Dugonics

Nina Kingsford-Smith

Paul Mitchell

Renee Silvester

Rimi Kar

Rosemary Jones

Sanchia Scott

Sen Zhang

Stephanie Pestana

Stephen Lunnis

Victor Quek

Victor Quiroz

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2013-14

OUR STAFF

OUR VOLUNTEERS 

STAFF WHO LEFT DURING THE YEAR

Andres Arbelaez, Administrative Officer

Anne Miehs, Bushfire Program Coordinator

Blessing Uwagboe, Bushfire Program Officer 

David Winterton, Power Savers Officer

Karen Potter, Firesticks Project Officer 

Pepe Clarke, Chief Executive Officer

Priscilla Leong, Donor Care officer 

Tamzyn Bartlett, Environmental Liaison Officer

Xuela Sledge, Indigenous Carbon Farming Project Officer 
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REPRESENTATIVES
We extend our warmest thanks to our nominees and representatives on 
statutory committees for the generous gift of their time and expertise.

Bushfire Advisory Committee
Rob Pallin

CEO Review Committee
Don White

Crown Lands Committee
Bev Smiles

Finance Committee
Rob Pallin

Forest Working Group
Jim Morrison, Lorraine Bower

Fundraising Committee
Megan Kessler 

Gift Fund Committee
Rob Pallin

Hotspots Advisory Committee
Rob Pallin

Nominations Committee
Anne Reeves

Marine Working Group
Megan Kessler 

Member Services Committee
Annie Nielsen

Mining Working Group
Bev Smiles

Planning Working Group
James Ryan

Sustainable Population Committee
Annie Nielsen

Water Committee
Wendy Ambler

Adrian Davey

Adrian Davis

Alan Scrymgeour

Anissa Lawrence

Anne Kerle

Anne Miehs

Anne Reeves

Anthony Pease

Attila Kaszo

Barbara Richardson

Barrie Griffiths

Bev Smiles

Bob Snedden

Bob Warren

Bob Wolcott

Brian Everingham

Brian Lord

Brigid Dowsett

Bruce Driver

Bryce Woods

Buzz Sanderson

Celine Massa

Chris Kowal

Chris Wright

Cilla Kinross

Claudette Rechtorik

Daintry Gerrand

Dane Wimbush

Daniel Keating

David Holland

David Lemcke

David Smith

Diana Hoffman

Dianne Thompson

Don White

Earin Short

Ellen O’Brien

Eric Whiting

Frances Bray

Frances Corner

Gabrielle Tindall

Gordon Limburg

Graham Williams

Grahame Douglas

Greg Banks

Greg Elks

Harry Creamer

Helen Brown

Hillary Crawford

Hugh Nicholson

Hugh Patterson

Ian Dixon

Ian Lockhart

Ian Thompson

Jack Thieme

James Johnson

James Ryan

James Tedder

Jane Judd

Janusz Haschek

John Edwards

John Jeayes

Judy Lambert

Judy Messer

Keith Kendall

Kim Stephan

Lachlan Garland

Leanne Watson

Leif Lemke

Leigh Stone Herbert

Leon Hall

Lorraine Cairnes

Lorraine Vass

Lynne Hosking

Margaret Coombs

Martin Chalk

Martin Driver

Mary Goodacre

Mathew Bailey

Matt Allison

Megan Kessler

Mike Augee

Mike Thompson

Milton Judd

Nancy Pallin

Narelle Howard

Neridah Reid

Nick Skelton

Paula Brown

Pepe Clarke

Peter Mobbs

Peter Morgan

Phillipa Walsh

Rob Michie

Rob Pallin

Rosie White

Ross Coleman

Sean Burke

Shaun Hooper

Stephen Byrnes

Sue Burton

Sue Wakefield

Tina DeJong

Trevor Bensley

Wendy Ambler

Wendy Goonan

Wendy Hawes

COMMITTEE CONVENORS
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Congratulations to the winners of 
the 2013 awards

NSW ENVIRONMENT AWARDS 2013
The NSW Environment Awards celebrate and acknowledge the inspiring 
contributions made by environmental groups and individuals over the 
past year.

Bev Smiles
Allen Strom Hall of Fame for longstanding service and 
commitment to the conservation movement.

Dr Brian Marshall and Corinne Fisher
Dunphy Award for the most outstanding environmental 
effort of an individual.

Better Planning Network
Marie Byles Award for the most outstanding new 
environmental campaign.

National Parks Association of NSW
NCC Member Group Award for the member that has 
demonstrated an outstanding commitment and success 
in the conservation of the NSW environment.

Gardens of Stone Campaign
Community Action Award for the most inspiring 
community action initiative.

Emma Horsburgh
Rising Star Award for the most outstanding new 
campaigner under the age of 30.

Mark Wilson
Ziggy Megne Volunteer Award for the most outstanding 
voluntary effort behind the scenes.

Corinne Fisher (Better Planning Network), winner of 
the Marie Byles Award

Kevin Evans (National Parks Association of NSW), 
Accepting the NCC Member Group Award 

Bev Smiles, winner of The Allen Strom award
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

You are at the heart of all the work we have done and the 

successes we have enjoyed this past year, outlined in this 

report. 

Your generous donations enable us to respond rapidly to 

emerging conservation issues and expand our capacity when 

needed, so we can put forward a strong and independent voice 

for threatened species, native forests and natural landscapes, 

urban bushland, marine environments, renewable energy and 

our climate.

Our growing number of supporters can feel very proud of 

their contribution to building a healthy and sustainable future 

for NSW. Your kind donations, active participation in signing 

petitions and asking politicians and candidates about their 

policies for the environment have helped our programs and 

campaigns achieve some very positive outcomes. 

A special thankyou to the growing number (more than 250 

in 2013-14) of our Voice for Nature regular givers. Thank 

you for providing us with a reliable source of funding so we 

can respond to urgent needs the moment they arise, as 

well as funding long-term campaigns needed to secure a 

sustainable future. 

Your ongoing support is greatly appreciated. We are 

continually inspired by the dedication and generosity of 

donors like you who answer the call to give as we address 

the challenges facing our precious environment.

For more information about how you can support the work of 

NCC please call Philanthropy Manager Steve Clarke on 

02 9516 1488, or email sclarke@nccnsw.org.au.

Our sincere thanks to the many individuals and community groups helping 
to protect the NSW environment through your generous financial support.

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS 
$20,000 +

Diversicon Environmental 
Foundation

The Sunrise Project  (for 
Community Organising 
Fellowship)

$10,000 +

Hindmarsh Investments 
Pty Ltd (Colin and Barbara 
Hindmarsh) 

The Melliodora Fund, 
Australian Communities 
Foundation (for Community 
Organising Fellowship)

Rachel Fitzhardinge 

Diana and Brian Snape 
(for Community Organising 
Fellowship)

Bill Wilson

$5,000+

The Corella Fund (Libby 
and David Salkeld)

Anne Reeves

David Roser & Kate Dator

Elizabeth Salkeld

Stephen Whately (for 
Community Organising 
Fellowship)

$2,000 +

Geoff Giles

The Presentation Sisters, 
Wagga Wagga 

Rob Ridgwell

Richard Stiles and Sharnie 
Wu

Belinda Webster

Don and Rosie White

$1,000 +

Ming Chung

John Dorman

Gladneys Trust  (Greg Hall 
& Susie Russell)

Megan Kessler 

Marcelle Lawrence

Margaret Newtown

Patricia Ryan 

Joy and Murray Scott

James A Sloan

Running Water Fund (for 
Community Organising 
Fellowship)

Richard Zoeller

$500 +

Lee Andresen

Anne Arndt

Julie Antill

Jean Brennan

Tom Brennan

Jennifer Broughton

Kerin Brown

Terry Barratt

D J Clark

Pepe Clarke

Conscious Collective (Avril 
Norman)

Ross Coster

Susan Devenish-Meares

Kate Girdwood

Larissa Grund

Great Lakes Environment 
Association

Priscilla Guest

Annie Hawker

Norman Harris

Happy Herbs

Hunters Hill Trust

Rob Jung

Craig Kingston

Maralyn & Tom Lawson

Susie Linder-Pelz

Terrence McBride

Elizabeth Macgregor

Anthony Millar

H Norman

Lisa Ogle

Victor Olenych

Robert Pallin

Christina Pender

Murray Pepper

Rochelle Porteous

Meredith Pratten

Janice A Roberts

Jim Somerville

Annette Sommer

Norma Stuart

Gordon Stenning

Julian Tertini

Anne Turnbull

Rosie Wagstaff

Galen White

Jean Williams

Beth Williams

Vera Yee

Lorraine Yudaeff

Heather Zeppel

We also gratefully acknowledge 
the donations received in 
memory of Douglas Alan 
Campbell.

Our thanks to all our donors 
– every contribution is greatly 
appreciated.
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
In 2013-14, we made continued progress in expanding and diversifying our funding 
base. Our total income increased  by 69%, while our net income from fundraising 
increased by 70%. During the same period we lowered fundraising costs to 6% of 
total expenditure while increasing our environmental program and advocacy work.

Our audited financial accounts are available in full on our website www.nature.org.au. To request a hard copy, please contact 

our office on (02) 9516 1488 or at ncc@nature.org.au.

Figure 1: Breakdown of 2013-14 
expenditure by category.

Figure 2: Comparison of 2013-14 
expenditure with 2012-13 by category.

Overheads and administration

Fundraising

Environmental advocacy 

Environmental programs

2013-14

$1,697,119
57%

$583,808
20%

$468,427
16%

$167,622
6%

2%

2012-13

Member services and governance

 $48,720 –
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Nature Conservation Council of NSW Inc 
ABN 96 716 360 601 !

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014 2013-14 2012-13!
$

!
$

Revenue

Government grants 2,334,586 1,278,802

Fundraising   547,695 365,734

Other revenue      55,074 82,146

Interest      21,667 24,315

2,959,022 1,750,997

Expenses

Employee expenses (1,612,795) (1,095,079)

Depreciation and amortisation expenses (24,118) (20,951)

Rental expense (44,145) (42,000)

Other expenses (1,284,638) (533.340)

(2,965,696) (1,691,370)

(Deficit) / surplus from ordinary activities before income tax expense (6,674) 59,627

Income tax expense - -

(Deficit) / surplus attributable to members (6,674) 59,627

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 30 JUNE 2014

Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents 2,516,413 1,103,528

Trade and other receivables      63,864 104,963

Other current assets      20,617 30,174

2,600,894 1,238,665

Non-current assets

Plant and equipment      85,348 60,612

     85,348 60,612

Total assets 2,686,242 1,299,277

Current liabilities

Trade and other payables  2,251,262 916,646

Short term provisions     146,829 91,267

Other current liabilities               1 1

 2,398,092 1,007,914

Non-current liabilities

Bequests 116,756 113,294

Long term provisions - -
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116,756 113,294

Total liabilities    2,514,848 1,121,208

Net assets 171,395 178,069

Members equity

Retained earnings 171,395 178,069

Total equity 171,395 178,069

REVENUE 

Grants and sponsorship 2,257,586 1,213,802

Australian Government’s GVEHO program       77,000 65,000

Fundraising 541,695 365,734

Events 4,443 63,950

Member subscriptions 13,666 11,711

Interest 21,667 24,315

Other 36,965 6,485

2,959,022 1,750,997

SURPLUS FROM OPERATIONS 

The net surplus from ordinary activities is after charging expenses for:

Environmental programs 1,697,119 845,831

Environmental advocacy 583,808 430,207

Administration and overheads 468,427 245,758

Fundraising 167,622 142,485

Member services and governance 48,720 63,818

Reverse of provision for relocation expenses - (36,729)

2,965,696 1,691,370

!
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Founded in 1955, the Nature 

Conservation Council of NSW 

is the state’s peak environmental 

non-government organisation, 

representing more than 120 

community environment groups. 

Nature Conservation 

Council of NSW

PO Box 137 

Newtown NSW 2042 

Phone (02) 9516 1488 

Email ncc@nature.org.au 

Website www.nature.org.au 

Cover photo: Thunderbolt lookout, 
Barrington Tops National Park. 
© Taras Vyshnya
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