
Koala Friendly Council motion (for councils without koala habitat) 

Nature Conservation Council of NSW 

nature.org.au/Koalas_Need_Trees 

Moves that the council: 

1. Notes that since 1990, NSW koala populations have declined by between 20% and 50%, to 

be in the range of 15,000 to 25,000 remaining. Local extinctions have already occurred and 

the species is projected to become extinct in the wild in NSW within 30 years. Urgent action 

is needed to ensure future generations can see these iconic species in the wild. 

2. Writes to the Premier, Minister for Planning & Public Spaces, Minister for Energy and 

Environment, and Minister for Agriculture urging them to: 

a.  Maintain council dual consent provisions for  Private Native Forestry in Local 

Environmental Plans, to account for the variability within regions, zoning objectives, 

site survey needs, traffic and infrastructure limitations, and consultation with 

adjoining land holders; 

b. Maintain council’s ability to regulate environmental zones to protect, manage and 

restore lands of high ecological, scientific, cultural or aesthetic values, particularly 

for the protection of core koala habitat; 

c. Provide planning certainty, resources and support for identifying core koala habitat 

and the development of Koala Plans of Management; and 

d. Allow for departures from the Koala Habitat Protection Guideline based on existing 

surveys, local circumstances or emerging technology where this is agreed to by the 

Department. 

Background: Koalas, once numbered in their millions across the entire NSW coast, have experienced 

a major decline and are threatened with extinction in our lifetime. Habitat loss is the biggest threat 

to koalas and land clearing is listed as a key threatening process for koalas under NSW and 

Commonwealth environment laws. Reduced and fragmented habitat, with the accompanying loss of 

food trees, shelter and refuges, is both a direct driver of population decline and also exacerbates the 

impact of other threats such as dog attack, vehicle strike, disease and other impacts associated with 

high levels of human interaction. The protection of habitat from loss and fragmentation is therefore 

the vital first step in dealing with the flow-on threats. The main drivers of ongoing koala habitat loss 

and fragmentation in NSW are:  

• Native forest logging on public and private lands, 

• Clearing of native forests for agriculture, and 

• Clearing for urban development, infrastructure and other major projects such as mining. 

Despite this, koala habitat has virtually no protection from development, clearing or logging on 

private lands, and ineffectual protection in State Forests. 
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