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Clean, Green and Local NSW 2021
Priorities for nature and climate in the 2021 local government elections 

Why engage in the 2021 local government elections? 
Local councils interact with communities more directly than any other level of government by 
managing vital community assets like parks and bushland, by recycling and disposing of waste, and 
through town planning and development controls. 

Collectively, the decisions councils make have a huge bearing on the ecological sustainability of 
communities across the whole of NSW. 

That means council elections, which are held in in this state once every four years, are a great 
opportunity for well-organised community groups to affect lasting positive change for nature and the 
climate. 

An agenda for positive change  
There are many areas where councils can make a significant positive contribution to nature and the 
climate. After talking to conservation and climate groups across the state, we've come up with 3 
priority areas: 

 1. Bushland, green space and trees 
 2. Climate and energy 
 3. Water conservation 

Under these broad headings, we have identified policies and actions that councils can adopt to 
better protect nature, conserve water and play their part in slashing carbon pollution and tackling 
climate change.  

How to use this document 
We understand that every council area is different, with different challenges and opportunities. We 
also understand that every environment group is unique, with special areas of interest and 
expertise, and pressing local environmental issues to which they need to respond. 

Clean, Green and Local NSW 2021 is a guide to help local groups structure their local government 
policy agenda in 2021 and maximise the impact the environment movement can have by promoting 
a coherent, consistent agenda for nature and climate action across all 128 council areas. 

Groups can use this policy platform in any way they find helpful – using all the policy points or just 
one.  

Experience shows that groups that have greatest impact usually focus on a small number of key 
asks. In the often noisy and crowded space of an election campaign, voters often only register 
simple, strong, consistent messages.  

While all the points on our list are important and require action — and you could publish them all as 
part of a broad platform — you could get better results if you chose just two or three of the most 
important for your day-to-day communications and hammer those home, day in, day out, during the 
whole campaign. 
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SUGGESTED ACTIONS 

Make your election platform/policy agenda public 

When your group has decided which of the actions in Clean, Green and Local NSW 2021 it wants to 
campaign on, tell people about it! Post as far and wide as possible. Remember, voters get a lot of 
election material and you need to make your information easy to find, short and sweet and easy for 
someone who is not part of the conservation movement to understand. 

Issue a media release stating your TOP THREE policy asks only, even if you have more than three. 
Add some quotes about why the TOP THREE asks are so important. Say you will be asking all 
candidates to support your TOP THREE asks and will issue a media release telling voters where the 
candidates stand. The release should link to your full list of asks on the website. You are welcome to 
add in a line that you are working as part of the Nature Conservation Council of NSW campaign for 
the NSW Local Government elections, but we just ask that you run those lines past us first. 

Candidate questionnaires 

Turn your policy document into a questionnaire you can send to all candidates when they declare 
their candidacy. You could ask them if they have a position on each of the policies, and start a 
conversation about which of the areas they can make commitments.  

Three weeks before the election date, promote the results of the candidate survey as far and wide 
as you can.  

Candidate forums

Organising a candidate forum and inviting candidates to speak can be a great way to create a space 
for candidates to present their positions and policies that relate to nature and climate. 

Asking the candidates specific points from your policy document can be a great way to scale up 
commitment for your policy priorities. 

It is really important to be respectful of all candidates, even if you don’t see eye to eye with them. 
Apart from being the right thing to do, you never know when it might turn out you have some 
common ground – we often find ourselves with supporters in unexpected corners! 
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POLICY PLATFORM  

BUSHLAND, GREEN SPACE AND TREES  
Set ambitious targets for bushland and urban tree canopy cover 

•     Set targets for urban trees and urban tree canopy cover. If a target already exists, review it.[1] 

Develop a plan to achieve the target.
•     Set a target for bushland cover. If a target already exists, review it. Develop a plan to achieve 

the target.  

Protect and restore remnant bushland, revegetate, protect significant trees   
•     Enhance protections for remnant bushland and trees through Local Environment Plans and 

Development Control Plans. 
•     Invest more in bushland restoration through the control of weeds and feral animals.  
•     Oppose removal of bushland and significant trees to enable development.[2] 

•     When planning and executing bushfire hazard reduction measures, use the latest scientific 
advice to minimise environmental impacts.   

Ensure a koala-friendly council 
•     Pass the Nature Conservation Council’s Koala Friendly Council motion (available at 

https://www.nature.org.au/koala_friendly_councils) 

Create wildlife corridors
•     Identify potential wildlife corridors to link significant wildlife habitat remnants.
•     Invest in tree planting, revegetation and ongoing maintenance for these corridors. 

Encourage use of native plants  
•     Use more native plants in council parks and gardens.  
•     Provide free native plants to home gardeners.  

CLIMATE AND ENERGY  
Clean up council operations  
Set a target of net-zero emissions for all council operations by 2025 by: 

•     Using 100% clean electricity for all council operations. 
•     Making all council vehicles, including garbage trucks, electric. 

Clean up local transport  
•     Accelerate the installation of rapid charge electric vehicle stations by working with the local 

community, businesses and state governments.
•     Enhance active transport infrastructure by building and maintaining more and higher quality 

bike paths and footpaths.  

Help locals, businesses and organisations slash their emissions  
•     Create and implement a local-emissions reductions plans with clear targets. 
•     Set ambitious energy performance standards for all new developments.  

Support national and international movements to reduce emissions  
•     Adopt the Climate Emergency Declaration, which is already supported by more than 2000 

councils across 34 countries.[3] 

•     Sign up to the Climate Council’s Cities Power Partnership, Australia’s largest local government 
climate network, made up of over 145 councils from across the country, representing over half 
of the Australian population.[4] 

4

CLEAN, GREEN AND LOCAL NSW 2021



5

POLICY PLATFORM  

WATER CONSERVATION  
Ensure a diverse and drought-resilient water system 
•     Oppose the construction of new dams or other rainfall dependent water sources. 
•     Invest in system-wide water efficiency. 
•     Investigate stormwater harvesting and recycling. 
•     Investigate the use of purified recycled water. 

Reduce water waste  
•     Encourage water saving in households with education and water saving devices. 
•     Investigate current water wastage across the LGA and implement ways to reduce waste. 
•     Subsidise rainwater tanks for residential use across the LGA. 

Restore our rivers and waterways  
•     Restore natural wetlands for benefits including stormwater management. 
•     Set ambitious targets to improve the health of all rivers within the LGA. 
•     Invest in the active restoration of riparian zone vegetation. 

FOOTNOTES 
[1] The NSW Government has pledged to plant 1 million trees in Greater Sydney by 2022 and 5 
million by 2030. It also wants to increase tree canopy cover in Greater Sydney from 16% to 40% by 
2030. See Total Environment Centre and NSW Government.  

[2] If a project is considered critical infrastructure, apply best-practice approaches to offsetting. First, 
try to avoid impacts entirely. Second, if impacts are unavoidable, minimise them by modifying the 
proposal. Third, as a last resort, offset the impacts by restoring and permanently protecting similar 
habitat nearby.  
[3] 

https://climateemergencydeclaration.org/climate-emergency-declarations-cover-15-million-citizens/ 

[4] https://citiespowerpartnership.org.au/ 
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The Nature Conservation Council of NSW acknowledges the Traditional 
Owners and Custodians of the lands and waters of Australia. We respect 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders past and present, and aspire to 
learn from their traditional knowledge to help nature thrive.

Phone: (02) 9516 1488
Email: ncc@nature.org.au

Website: www.nature.org.au
2021 Nature Conservation Council of NSW
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