
  

  

        

    

 
 

The Hon. Dominic Perrottet, MP 

52 Martin Place 

SYDNEY NSW 2000 

30 November 2021 

 

Dear Premier,    

NSW Koala Strategy needs state-wide habitat protection   

We write to you as representatives of a network of koala rescue and rehabilitation groups and koala 

and wildlife hospital operators in NSW. 

We commend the NSW Government for the substantial investment in koala rescue and 

rehabilitation outlined in the 2021-22 NSW Budget. These resources are very welcome and will 

hopefully alleviate animal suffering and help to return rescued koalas to the wild as quickly and 

safely as possible. 

However, the continuing loss of bushland is not only forcing more koalas into care, it is making it 

harder every year for carers to find healthy habitat where koalas can be safely released. Until the 



government meaningfully addresses the critical issue of habitat loss, this investment will be only a 

Band-Aid solution. 

Consequently, we are eagerly awaiting the NSW Koala Strategy (2021-26). If this strategy does not 

adequately address habitat loss as a key threat, the NSW Government cannot achieve its stated goal 

of doubling wild koala numbers by 2050. We therefore call on the government to ensure the NSW 

Koala Strategy: 

1. Strengthens koala protections in key laws and codes, including the Biodiversity 

Conservation Act, the Local Land Services Act, the Private Native Forestry codes and the 

2021 Koala Habitat Protection SEPP;   

2. Declares the 175,000ha Great Koala National Park and the 7,000ha Sandy Creek Koala Park 

on North Coast and new koala national parks for southwestern and western Sydney; and 

3. Protects koala habitat from intensified logging under weakened forestry regulations (the 

Coastal Integrated Forestry Operations Approval). 

Given the population reduction over the last 20 years, a crash that has been exacerbated by the 

2019-20 bushfires, koalas have been assessed to be eligible for up-listing from Vulnerable to 

Endangered in NSW, Queensland and the ACT. The NSW Legislative Council inquiry into koalas in 

2020 warned that without urgent action koalas could become extinct in NSW by 2050. 

Consequently, it is essential that the NSW Koala Strategy adequately addresses the critical issue of 

habitat loss, the primary underlying cause of koala displacement, injury and death. Loss of mature 

trees forces koalas to stray close to towns and farms searching for suitable new habitat. This exposes 

them to dog attacks and the risk of being hit by vehicles, two of the main causes of recorded koala 

injuries and deaths. The stress caused by habitat loss also makes individuals more vulnerable to 

disease, including chlamydia. 

Koalas are a unique and irreplaceable part of our national natural heritage. We all have a duty to 

conserve them for future generations. It would be a shameful legacy to lose this species when it is 

clearly within our power to avert such a tragedy. We stand ready to work with the government and 

all willing landholders to ensure the koalas can once again flourish in NSW. 

Yours, 

Meredith Ryan 

FAWNA (NSW) Inc 

Aliison Kelly – President 

Rhonda James – Vice President 

Friends of the Koala 

Debbie Breen 

Hunter Wildlife Rescue 

Josey Sharrad 

IFAW 

Sue Ashton - President 

Koala Conservation Australia  

(Port Macquarie Koala Hospital) 



Christeen Mcleod 

Koalas in Care 

Lisa Petroff 

LAOKO Snowy Mountains Wildlife Rescue 

Audrey Koosman - Secretary 

NSW Wildlife Council 

Elly Bird 

Northern Rivers Wildlife Hospital 

Julia Rose 

Northern Tablelands Wildlife Carers 

Ron Land 

Port Stephens Koalas 

Debborah Kerr 

Sydney Wildlife 

Karen Moores 

Tweed Valley Wildlife Carers 

Linda Stoev  

Wildlife Carers Network Central West Inc. 

Simone Naftel Aurino 

Wildlife in Need of Care 

Jenny Packwood 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast 

Jennie Murray 

WIRES 


