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It's wonderful to be here among advocates, friends, brothers and sisters.  And what an appropriate place 
for us to gather, at the Japanese American Memorial, during these difficult times. It reminds us to 
remember our shared history of exclusion and profiling while we remember what makes our country 
great and what we need to do to protect those values. 
 
These are indeed difficult times.  In the last week in California alone, a Gurdwara in Buena Park was 
vandalized, an Elderly Sikh was assaulted in Bakersfield and fans attending an NFL game were harassed by 
security guards.  And just yesterday, a Sikh store clerk in Michigan was shot in the face as he fought off an 
assailant who accused him of being ISIS. 
 
What does it say about our country when we cannot learn from the darkest chapters in our history? 
When we cannot recognize that the actions of an individual do not reflect the actions of an entire 
people? 
 
These are the times when it is critical for us to speak actively against the hate that is all around us.  I was 
inspired last week to see a hashtag called "Vigilant Love".  Highlighting the notion that we need to 
aggressively root out evil and shame those who fuel the fire of division. 
 
I want to leave you with the story of one of my friends Darsh Singh.  Darsh was the first basketball player 
to play in the NCAA with a turban.  Aside from being a great guy, he was a talented athlete.  Today his 
photo is in the Smithsonian and easily available on the internet as he is a role model to many.  Sadly, last 
week someone took his photo and posted a meme about "don't guard Mohammed, he's too 
explosive".  As that meme was going viral; one of Darsh's college friends took a stand a wrote a strongly 
worded facebook post about the Darsh Singh that he knows.  I was inspired to see NBC and other outlets 
pick THAT story up and get even more circulation than the original.  On an interview with MSNBC, Darsh 
said, "Silence in the face of prejudice is an act of hate. We have to combat [hate]. Those who are truly 
faithful and those who truly care about each other as Americans have to step up and say, ‘If I believe in 
love, if I believe in compassion I have to live into it. I have to take my thoughts and move it into love and 
move it into action.  That is what we can do together to build a more resilient community.” 


