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Donald Trump says that we shouldn’t let Muslims into our country. 

Ben Carson says that being Muslim is incompatible with being President. 

You know what I say? 

I say that Donald Trump and Ben Carson don’t represent me. 

I know they don’t represent you. 

And they certainly do not represent America. 

Fourteen years ago, in the days following the 9/11 attacks, NAPABA came together with other 
members of the Asian Pacific American community at this very spot to denounce anti-Muslim 
hate and violence.  

And sadly, here we are again today. 

We stand here together to raise our voices against hate.  

We stand here together to raise our voices against acts of violence that are terrorizing our 
friends in Arab, Muslim, Sikh, and South Asian American communities. 

We stand here together with our brothers and sisters who have become targets of daily 
discrimination and threats.  

We stand here together to reject bigotry and hate. 

We stand here together because we will not be silent. 

We stand here together because we refuse to let our fear lead to the unfair targeting of Muslims 
and those who are perceived to be of that faith. 

Hate crimes against Muslims and those perceived to be Muslim have surged in recent weeks, to 
record levels.  Children are being beaten up in school; people are being shot while they work; 
families are being threatened in their homes; and houses of worship vandalized and set on fire. 
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Recent terror events are no excuse for violence or prejudice against Arab, Muslim, Sikh, and 
South Asian Americans.   Americans should not have to live in fear that they will be targets of a 
hate crime. 

But unfortunately, it’s become “open season” on Muslims in America and this climate of hate 
has been created in part by xenophobic and divisive rhetoric from political candidates and other 
public figures.  

When Donald Trump says he want so bar Muslims from entering the United States, his words 
have consequences. 

When Ben Carson says we should have a religious test for political office — that has 
consequences. 

When David Bowers says we should return to WWII policies of forced detention — that has 
consequences. 

Inflammatory and divisive rhetoric have real-life consequences. And Politicians and candidates 
cannot continue to promote bigotry and intolerance as a solution to attacks on America.   

I understand that people are afraid but creating more fear will not make thing better. 

Statements like those made by Trump and Carson and Bowers and the silence of countless 
others cultivate an environment in which Americans begin to see anti-Muslim hate as 
acceptable. 

It supports an environment in which “suspicious behavior” includes unthreatening and everyday 
behavior like speaking Arabic at an airport, wearing a turban to a football game, or simply 
having black or brown skin.  

These words are creating an environment in which violence and threats become normal. 

We cannot go back to a time when intolerance and discrimination were acceptable, when our 
laws were fueled by stereotypes, fear, and mistrust. 

We must remind ourselves of the lessons of the dark chapters in American history when Asian 
Pacific Americans were targeted based on their race.  

We cannot return to the hysteria that brought on Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which was the 
first racial ban on entry to the United States.  

We cannot return to policies of forced detention and the unjust incarceration of Japanese 
Americans during WWII.  

We cannot return to the fear that destroyed the lives of Arab, Muslim, Sikh, and South Asian 
Americans in the aftermath of 9/11. 

This is why I am standing here today, on behalf of the National Asian Pacific American Bar 
Association to denounce anti-Muslim hate, xenophobia, and bigotry. 

 



 
 
 
 

The targets of this hate include our members. They include our neighbors. They include our 
families.  

This anti-Muslim hate, bigotry, and xenophobia runs counter to our values and principles.  

We have come together to speak out so the dark periods of our history will not be repeated. 

We must respond with our voices.  

We must live our lives with love and compassion and drown out the voices of hate and bigotry.  

This is an issue of our values and morals.  

We are better than this.   

And we will not be silent. 

 


