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The outcome of the presidential election is profoundly difficult to comprehend.  The entire 

campaign opened wounds that go very deep and gave voice to an ugly side of this country which 

many did not want to acknowledge but has always been there.  One of the greatest strengths of 

this country is the peaceful transfer of power but the very process of an open election can also 

give legitimacy to intolerance when millions of individuals vote in support of a candidate who 

espouses such a negative and self-serving world view. There is clearly a very challenging road 

ahead for all of us.   As each of us continues to work with our respective communities, it 

becomes even more imperative that we find ways to eliminate the anti-Muslim hatred, the 

bullying and racist rhetoric that tries to keep out and/or push out immigrants, language that is 

degrading to women or mocks those with disabilities. It is understandable that there are those 

who legitimately wanted change but it is frightening to think that so many were willing to seek 

change at all costs.  Some did not think nor care about the consequences but others knew what 

they were doing and embraced it.  The rest of the world is reeling with the news 

of Tuesday’s election.  It has the same chilling effect as Brexit and no doubt there will also be 

serious buyer’s remorse as happened immediately after the UK voted to leave the EU and 

continues to the present.    It is up to the President Elect to denounce the divisive language and 

actions that he used to get elected. Failure to do so gives permission to those who chose to act 

out with hate and intolerance.  The ripple effective of this election will be felt for generations to 

come and there is great fear that many of the gains that were made in healthcare, women’s rights, 

civil rights, fair immigration policies are now in danger. There will also likely be economic 

decisions made which will continue to favor the very rich and place an unfair burden on the rest 

of us.  My hope is that the pendulum has swing so far in the wrong direction that it will be 

inevitable that it must swing back to a more reasoned position. There are those from all political 

parties who feared this outcome.  I have a dim hope that they will pull their forces together to 

move the country in a positive direction.  The question remains whether this is even possible and 

if so how long will it take and what toll will it take on our communities before this happens.   
 


