
Logging Changes 

CHANGING THE LOGGING RULES TO  

FACILITATE EXTINCTION 



New IFOA Changes 
The Governments are rewriting the logging rules – the Integrated Forestry Operations Approval. The 
NSW Government committed that there would be ‘no net change to wood supply’, and ‘no erosion of 
environmental values’. They also promised there would be no reduction in the reserve system. 
 

So, for north-east NSW they intend to increase sawlog yields by some 33%. To do so they need to:: 
•   Make the logging rules more like guidelines. 
•   Open up protected oldgrowth forest for logging 
•   Reduce buffers on headwater streams from 10m to 5m. 
•   Remove most species-specific protections 
•   Remove the need to look for and protect real Koalas. 
•   Increase logging intensity throughout public forests. 
•   Establish a 140,000ha North Coast Intensive Zone for conversion to quasi-plantations. 
•   Allow ongoing logging of dieback affected forests without requiring rehabilitation 
 

They  intend to extend Regional Forest Agreements indefinitely without a review of the failings or 
accounting for new information since then,  and to extend Wood Supply Agreements with sawmillers  
for another 20 years. 
This will be your last chance for a long time to speak up for your public forests. 

“it is not possible to meet the Government’s commitments around both environmental values  
and wood supply” Natural Resources Commission (2016) 



Informal Reserves As an outcome of the forest reform process 738,000 ha of 
national parks, nature reserves and State Conservation Areas 
were created in north-east NSW.  
 

We also had over 310,000 zoned for protection on State Forests, 
protected under the Forestry Act as Special Management Zones, 
and counted as Informal Reserves. These include patches of: 

•Rainforest 
•High Conservation Value Oldgrowth forest 
•Wilderness 
•Wetlands 
•Rocky Outcrops 
•Non-commercial ecosystems 
•Steep unloggable areas. etc. 
 

Together these are counted as the NSW Comprehensive 
Adequate and Representative Reserve System, and contribute 
towards national reserve targets for ecosystems, oldgrowth, 
wilderness, national estate, fauna and flora. 
 
 
 
  



• these forests are dominated 
by big old hollow-bearing trees, 
with lots of mature trees  
• they have escaped  the 
intensified logging of the past 
20 years  
• they were included in the CAR 
reserve system because they 
are oldgrowth AND have High 
Conservation Values  
• HCV oldgrowth in the Upper 
North East is listed on the NSW 
Heritage Register 
• the Government is breaking 
their promise that the new IFOA 
will not change the CAR  reserve 
system  
 

OLDGROWTH FORESTS ARE 
TOO PRECIOUS  TO PLUNDER 

78% 
OF OLDGROWTH IS INTENDED TO 
BE REDEFINED OUT OF EXISTENCE 



Reducing Stream Buffers for Logging 
Outside Informal Reserves stream buffers and 
exclusion areas around records of threatened 
species provide important protection. 

• The intent is to reduce buffers on all 
streams in catchments less than 20 ha from 
10m to 5m.  
 

An assessment of State Forests in the Clarence and 
Richmond River catchments found: 

• These headwater streams can represent 
>60% of streams. 
• Changes will result in the loss of some 24% 
of the area of existing riparian buffers.  
• And a 11% reduction due to loss of 
exclusions around records of threatened 
fauna.  

"In some areas where areas once 
mapped as riparian buffers are no 
longer identified then there would 
be a loss of habitat protected for 
the past 20 year period. Given the 
intensity of operations over the 
last 10 years, it would be 
important to try to ensure these 
areas remain protected“  
Brad Law, DPI Forestry,  
Threatened Species Expert Panel  



Looking Before Logging 
• 1 endangered Minyon Quandong Known in the world 

(1992). 
• 3 Minyon Quandong discovered by NEFA as logging 

underway in Whian Whian SF (1995) 
• 60 Minyon Quandong killed and damaged when logging 

shifted into adjacent Nullum State Forest, carelessly into 
the largest stand left (1995). 

• NEFA close down all logging operations in the 
Murwillumbah Management Area to “stop the wanton 
vandalism”.   

• In negotiations Forestry Minister agrees to pre-logging 
surveys for threatened species.  
 
 

In 2012 NEFA caught the Forestry Corporation halfway 
through logging a Koala High Use Area and about to log 4 
others. They weren’t looking before they logged. When 
they started logging nearby they still didn’t look and 
logged another high use area. 
“if you don’t look, you don’t find and if you 
don’t find, you don’t protect”   EPA 2015 
 





KOALAS 

“The panel agreed that  
to protect koala populations, 
the primary intent and focus 
should be to identify the 
location, distribution and 
extent of areas that are 
supporting extant/resident 
koala populations “ EPA 2016. 

CURRENT: 
Thoroughly search for Koala 
scats and protect High Use 
Areas with 20m buffers. 
 

Protect  5 feed trees/ha in 
intermediate habitat. 

GOVERNMENT PROPOSES: 
Retain 10 feed trees/ha (>20cm 
dbh) near modelled high quality 
habitat. 
 

Retain 5 feed trees/ha in 
modelled medium quality 
habitat 

EPA PROPOSED 
Retain 25 feed trees/ha (>25 cm 
dbh) near modelled high quality 
habitat 
 

Retain 20 trees per hectare in 
High/moderate quality habitat 
 

Retain 15 trees per hectare in 
moderate quality habitat 
 



Size class of small-fruited grey 
gum versus scat strike rate.  
Figure 4 from EPA 2016 

Phillips (2013) Port Macquarie-Hastings Koala 
Habitat & Population Assessment 

Koalas Prefer Bigger Trees 

Koalas Don’t Like Logging 



Habitat Trees 

•  Eucalypts are long lived, they mature and begin to develop small 
hollows after 120-180 years, large hollows after 220 years and die 
around 300-500 years. Some may live longer. 

• In NSW at least 46 mammals, 81 birds, 31 reptiles and 16 frogs, 
are reliant on tree hollows for shelter and nests.  

• As trees age they provide increasing resources such as flowers 
and seeds, as well as storing increasing volumes of carbon. 

• Natural forests have 13–27 hollow-bearing trees per hectare, 
though only 50% of these may be suitable for occupation.. 

The ongoing loss of large old trees is an unfolding crisis. They are still 
being cut down and wantonly damaged by having trees felled on them, 
by machinery damage to their trunks and roots and in post-logging 
burns. The healthy mature trees needed as replacements are being 
logged and damaged 



Logging Intensity 

 

1996 recommendation of Ministerial Gaps and Clusters Inquiry 
Promotion of the north-east forests as a region for production of 
high value-added specialty hardwood products (poles, beams, 
floorboards, kiln dried furniture timber, and timbers of large size 
and strength) and biodiversity conservation, by management 
under low cost, low intensity (less than 35% canopy removal) 
selection logging techniques and discouragement of 
management for low-value products including scantling (housing 
frame), woodchips, and wood fibre. 

 



 

Regeneration Single Tree Selection 

Broken Bago 

Lorne 

Cairncross Burrawan 

Tamban 

Newry 

This ”is not consistent with the definition 
and intent of STS (Single Tree Selection) in 
the Integrated Forestry Operations 
Approval (IFOA) as well as FCNSW’s own 
silvicultural guidelines.” EPA 2016 

The Forestry Corporation didn’t like the limits 
of AGS so in 2006 began removing up to 9 out 

of 10 trees rather than the 4 allowed and  
called this heavy or  Regeneration STS. 

Over past 10 years  south from Coffs 
Harbour: 
•75,000 hectares  logged and cleared 
unlawfully using heavy /regen STS 
•24,000 hectares of this was high 
quality Koala habitat, with over 700 
Koala records. 



•140,000 ha of public forests from Grafton to Taree to be 
zoned as the North Coast Intensive Zone 
•Clearfelling of 45 ha coupes. 
•21 year return times and 10 years between adjacent 
clearfells. 
•No minimum tree retention. 
•43% of high quality Koala habitat on State Forests. 
 

“[The] harvesting practices proposed ... will severely 
degrade these forests to an artificial and simplified 
arrangement with severely reduced and limited 
biodiversity values. ... Continuing down this path will have 
long term deleterious environmental outcomes for the 
public forests of NSW in order to limp across the line and 
meet the final years of the wood supply agreements”. 
Brian Tolhurst, EPA  
Threatened Species Expert Panel 
 

Against the advice of the EPA, the Government  has 
adopted the illegal "Regeneration STS” as  the Current 
harvesting practice  and baseline for assessing changes. 



Selective Logging 

CURRENT LOGGING 
Exclude: 
•  Koala High Use Areas 
• Threatened species exclusions 
Retain: 
• 60%  of basal area 
•  5 hollow-bearing(H) trees /ha 

where remaining (increasing to 
8/ha where >1 Greater 
Glider/ha). 

•  1 largest recruitment (R) tree 
for each hollow-bearing tree 

•  5 mature Eucalypt Feed 
Trees/ha. 

•  5 Koala feed trees/ha (any size) 
in “intermediate” habitat. 
 

100mx20m (0.2ha) transect 
 
OLDGROWTH 
Range of size classes 
Trees over 120 years old 
with small hollows 
Trees over 220 years old 
with large hollows 
Trees may live 500years, 
some more. 



“Selective” Logging 
PROPOSED LOGGING 
Exclude: 
• Wildlife Clumps (5%) 
• Tree Retention Clumps 

(5-8%) 
Retain: 
• 10-12m2 basal area 
• 5 hollow-bearing (H) 

trees /ha where 
remaining. 

•  5 Koala feed trees/ha 
(>20cm dbh) in 
“moderate” habitat. 

•  10 Koala feed trees/ha 
(>20cm dbh) in “high” 
habitat. 
 

Removal of standing trees below a basal area of around 18 - 20m2/ha will 
reduce the structure of these native forests to such a simple form that the 
ecological processes will be severely diminished or non-functioning. Even in 
the best case scenario it will take many decades or even centuries of recovery 
for any level of native forest ecological function to be restored after this 
intensity and scale of impact.  
Brian Tolhurst, EPA , Threatened Species Expert Panel  



 
 

In Cherry Tree SF I assessed a 50ha sample and found: 
•22% of marked habitat (H&R)  trees were physically damaged in the 
logging operation, with some 520 habitat trees across the logging area 
likely to have suffered significant physical damage. 
•38% of habitat trees had debris left around them, with some 680 
likely to have had debris left around them ready for burning. 

 

The EPA assessed a small area and found 73 damaged trees, and 49 with 
debris left around them, confirming my results. 
For over a year the EPA maintained they were going to prosecute the 
Forestry Corporation, before dropping it altogether, claiming they couldn’t 
prove the Forestry Corporation did it: 

Although it is likely the damage to the trees and the debris were as a 
result of harvesting operations, the EPA would be required to prove 
beyond reasonable doubt that each individual instance of damage or 
debris was as a result of an action by those undertaking the harvesting 
operation. 

 

Trashing Habitat Trees  
 

 
 
 



Birdlife International. Effects of increasing logging intensity on wildlife.  

As Logging intensity increases biodiversity decreases 

Increasing Logging Intensity 



Logging Associated Dieback 

Yabbra 

37,000 ha of forests affected  
•9% of region’s forests 
•27% of State Forests 

 

>100,000ha of NSW’s Forests affected 
Logging to continue unabated 
Rehabilitation not required 

 Logging opens canopy and disturbs 
understorey 
 Lantana takes over and suppresses 
regrowth 
 Bell Miners move in and exclude 
most competitors 
 Sap sucking psyillids  explode 
 Mature eucalypts sicken and die 

Logging Dieback in the Border Ranges Biodiversity 
Hotspot 



From Failed Logging Trials to Koala Reserve 

Donaldson trials, 8 years later lantana up 420%, Bell Miners up 460%  

Mt Lindesay Trials, 6 years later  
Lantana up 145%, Bell Miners  up 104% 
Canopy health declined by 10-20% 

•In 1997 NEFA stopped logging of dieback affected 
forests at Mt. Lindesay 
•In 2005 and 2007 Forestry Corporation undertook 
“management trials” in dieback affected forests in 
Donaldson and Mt Lindesay State Forests. 
•Significantly aggravated the dieback. 
•FC embarks on logging spree of dieback forests 
•By 2016 dieback so severe that 5 State Forests are  
considered impractical to manage for commercial 
purposes. 
•Now the Government is proposing 5,600 ha of the 
abandoned Mt. Lindesay, Donaldson and Unumgar 
SFs as a Koala Reserve.  
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And the timber is running out ... 
• In 1998 sawlog volumes were guaranteed to sawmill 
owners for free for 20 years in Wood Supply Agreements. 
•The timber was soon found to be over-estimated. In  
2003 volumes were reduced but extended to 2023, after 
which yields were expected to decline dramatically. 
•Volumes were never able to be supplied. 
•In 2014 50,000 m3 per annum of timber allocations were 
bought back for $8.55 million  
• Yields are still declining, most sawmillers are expecting a 
crash in 2023.  
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NE NSW WSA Commitments and Actual Yields 
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Estimated yield 1998-2018 

Estimated yield 2003-2023 
Modelled Native Forest high quality 
sawlog availability (From Forests NSW 
2004).  

2023 Crash 

Revised yield 2014-? 

It has so far cost taxpayers over 
$13 million to buy back non-
existent timber promised to 
sawmillers for free.   
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North East NSW 
Timber Commitments 

I have stopped investing because we are not sure whether we are going to have wood. All indications are that by 
2019 it will be pretty tough. I am not sure whether forestry can estimate really how much is out there ... 
Notaras Bros, Grafton (2012) 
Despite assurances that FCNSW is able to meet its future supply volumes on the North Coast, most customers 
indicated a lack of confidence ... Customers on both the North and South Coast raised concern that areas of 
forest are being over cut in some instances to manage supply commitments. 
NSW Department of Primary Industries (2017) 

• In 2014 yields of high quality sawlogs were reduced by 50,000 m3 per annum. 
•Current Wood Supply Commitments  for high quality sawlogs given by agencies inexplicitly vary from 168,812 
m3 per annum up to 220,423  m3 per annum.  
• A 2017 a DPI review recommended they be reduced by a further 15,000 m3 p.a. in a buyback.  
• The Government intends to increase them by somewhere between 17,000 to 68,000 m3 up to 237,000  m3 per 
annum, and claim they need to log oldgrowth forest and rainforest to provide 8,600 m3 of this increase. 

In 2014 the NSW Minister for Primary Industries, Katrina Hodgkinson, 
announced the decision to pay Boral $8.55 million to buy back 50,000 m3 
per annum of timber allocations  “to reduce the harvest of high-
quality saw logs on the North Coast to ensure the long-term 
sustainable supply of timber from the region’s forests” 

CLAIMED FUTURE YIELDS 



If they can’t burn our forests  
they will export them 

• In March 2018 the NSW Government issued 
an Expression of Interest for 416,851 tonnes 
per annum of low quality sawlogs and  residual 
logs from north east NSW’s native forests and 
plantations. 
• This is 58% of the estimated total log 
resources to be produced from the north coast. 
• The Forestry Corporation are proposing that 
these new WSA are issued in June 2018 for 10 
years (until 2028) and are targeted at the 
export market.  

Residue Logs, minimum of 
10 cm small end diameter 
and 2.4 m in length  

•In 2017 DPI identified that around one million 
tonnes of residual logs are available for burning 
for electricity in north east NSW.  
•400,000 tonnes of residue logs from public 
native forests and 186,000 tonnes from 
hardwood plantations.  
•They proposed the establishment of wood-
burning power stations at Bulahdelah, Kempsey 
and Grafton. 

What to do with the 
residues from 
intensive logging? 





What can you do? 
North East Forest Alliance on facebook 
Website: nefa.org.au 
 
EPA submissions on IFOA: https://engage.environment.nsw.gov.au/forests 
 
Contact your local candidates and ask them what they are doing about forests 
 
#standup4forests: take a selfie and distribute on social media 
 
Put your name down for : Forest updates 
                                              Forest tours 
 
We the undersigned call on Premier Gladys Berejiklian to: 
• Recognise that the Regional Forest Agreements have failed to deliver environmental 

protection or industry security; 
• Recognise that the benefits of non-timber forest values are vital for the future of regional 

economies and ecosystems; 
• Establish the Great Koala National Park as an immediate priority and; 
• Commit to a just transition out of native forest logging on public land and the transfer of 

public forests to protected areas when the RFAs expire. 
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