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NEFA have focussed our post-fire monitoring on 7,000 hectares of State forests south of Casino we 
had identified as core Koala habitat before the fires and are proposing as the Sandy Creek Koala 
Park. It has been devastating to watch as 90%of Koalas have been lost from these firegrounds 
while the Government did nothing to help the survivors. 

This is part of the Banyabba Koala population, covering lowland forests from the Richmond Range 
through to Iluka on the coast, and from Lawrence on the Clarence River north to Mongogarie, south 
of Casino. Across this area 70,000 hectares has been identified as 'highly suitable koala habitat ... 
likely to be occupied by koalas' by the Government. 

These forests have been burning since August, culminating in the Busbys Flat fire and then the 
Myall Creek fire, burning through 60,000 ha (84%) of this 'highly suitable koala habitat'. 

Within this area there are core source areas, with breeding colonies of Koalas that are vital for 
maintaining the viability of the population. NEFA have identified these in parts of Royal Camp, 
Carwong and Braemar State Forests, another has been identified near Ashby.  



NEFA's monitoring of Koalas in its proposed Sandy Creek Koala Park provides an indication of what 
befell the rest of the Banyabba population. 

On the night of 8 October the Busbys Flat fire changed direction and burnt out 93% of the proposed 
Koala park.  

Expansive areas of canopies were killed by the heat of the intense understorey fire over 3,800 ha 
(59%) of the fireground,. NEFA have found a few dead Koalas, with no evidence (scats) of any 
survivors in these areas. 

The other 2,600 ha only suffered partial canopy loss. We were initially relieved to find that some 
Koalas had survived in these areas, though they were obviously suffering from dehydration, 
starvation and fire effects. 

Our requests of the Government to take action to help them until the forest recovered were in vain. 

The forest didn't then recover. For a month after the fire, in the partially burnt areas numerous large 
Grey Box collapsed from having their bases and roots burnt out, while the thin barked Grey Gum 
and various red gums shed most of their leaves. Unfortunately these are Koala's primary feed trees.  

Then the forest stood still for 2 months. It was an eerie feeling as we waited for the regrowth. 

With continuing drought, desiccated canopies, black ash heating the ground, and a series of 
heatwaves, the stresses on the surviving Koalas were immense.  

As the firegrounds remained closed to the public we could not organise the mass support needed. 
After initially putting water out for all survivors, we only maintained water for the survivors in the 
Braemar colony, which has reduced their losses.  

Most of the surviving Koalas we identified to the Government initially have since either died or 
hopefully moved out of the firegrounds to refuges. 

Overall there was a loss of over 80% of the canopy in the burnt forests, though because of the other 
stressors and the particular vulnerability of feed trees, some 90% of Koalas appear to have been 
lost.  

When good rain finally came in late December, an intense downpour washed the loose ash and 
unprotected topsoil off the steeper slopes into streams.  The rain did however kickstart the recovery. 
It is only now, 3 months after the fire, that some trees are beginning to resprout, though the vast 
majority remain leafless.  

At last with feed for Koalas and other animals beginning to increase the worst is over. While the 
surviving trees will soon begin to recover their canopies, it will take many decades for the surviving 
Koalas to rebuild their populations, if we let them.  

Before the fire it was evident that Koalas preferentially used the largest trees for feeding, Since the 
fire over 90% of trees used by Koalas are over 30cm diameter, with use increasing with tree size. 
The larger trees also retained most canopy in the fires, providing refuges for Koalas from the 
flames, as well as food for the survivors for the past 3 months. 

Even after the fire Koalas are only selectively using apparently suitable trees, many of which were 
used before the fire. If they lose more of these key feed trees they have no chance.  



Logging has removed most of the biggest trees (80-200cm diameter) from these forests, and along 
with them Koala food and fire refuges, greatly increasing the forest's flammability and Koala losses 
in fires.  

The Forestry Corporation's intent in the next logging cycle is to remove most trees over 45 cm 
diameter, leaving little food and even fewer fire refuges.  

While the known source Koala colonies in Royal Camp, Carwong and Braemar have been burnt, we 
have found survivors in all these colonies who now need to be given a chance to rebuild their 
populations.  

If comprehensive assistance had of been provided after the fires they would now have far better 
prospects. 

Over 800ha of the Ashby core Koala habitat was also burnt.  

From our results it is likely that over three-quarters of the Banyabba Koala population was lost. 
Many hundreds of Koalas have died. This population was already in decline before the fires, its 
survival is now at jeopardy. 

If we want to restore this and other populations the first priority is to protect all 'highly suitable koala 
habitat' from logging and clearing to give Koalas a chance of recovery, the second is to ensure that 
next time there is a concerted attempt to support the survivors to reduce their losses.  

 
One of the survivors assisted by NEFA 


