


Koalas preferentially select 
individual trees of preferred 
species for feeding. 

They prefer larger and older 
trees because they: 
– provide more forage 
– have less toxins 
– are more stable and 

comfortable 
  

Scat strike rate vs tree size 

Small-fruited 
Grey Gum 

Grey Box 

EPA 2016 

Koalas seek 
out large 
trunks to 
cool them 
down in hot 
weather 
Briscoe et. al. (2014) 



For the past 20 years the Forestry 
Corporation were required to: 

• Thoroughly search for Koala scats and 
protect High Use Areas with 20m buffers. 
 

• Protect  5 feed trees/ha in intermediate 
habitat (with no minimum size). 

The EPA identified the root cause of the breaches 
of the licence as the Forestry Corporation’s 
failure to undertake searches for evidence of 
koala in compliance with the licence. ... 
That is, if you don’t look, you don’t find 
and if you don’t find, you don’t protect. 

EPA 2014  
 

Forestry hadn’t been looking for the 
past 15 years, they still refused to 
look, and now they don’t need to. 
 

In 2012 we caught  Forestry logging a Koala High 
Use Area In Royal Camp State Forest and about  to 
log 4 others. We stopped them. 
The EPA found that 61 trees had been logged and 
405m of snig tracks constructed in the koala high 
use exclusion zone .  
Forestry were fined $900, and were totally 
unrepentant. They then logged another nearby 
Koala High Use Area – the EPA took no action. 

So what to do?  
Cut them down. 



If cutting won’t work, Clearfelling will 
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In 2006 the Forestry Corporation began to practice an illegal form of 
intensive logging, often effectively clearfelling. 
By 2017 they had subjected  24,000 ha of modelled high quality Koala 
habitat, south from Coffs Harbour, to this unlawful logging. 

 

 



I40,000 ha from Grafton to Taree has been zoned as the North Coast Intensive Zone. 
 

Logging intensity has been doubled elsewhere. 
Buffers on headwater streams have been reduced from 10 to 5metres  

 
58,000 ha of protected oldgrowth on State Forests has been identified for logging 

 

The NEW Forestry 
 



For a while after Royal Camp the EPA made  a half-hearted effort to 
encourage  the Forestry Corporation to look before they logged. 
 

The Forestry Corporation  refused, so the EPA decided to use modelled Koala 
habitat to set tree retention requirements. 
 

In 2016 they convened an expert panel  and compared a variety of  mapping 
and modelling methods to on-ground surveys, and concluded that mapping 
and models were incapable of accurately identifying  extant Koala 
populations.  
 

The Expert Panel concluded that on-ground surveys are required, 
recommending: 

 “to protect koala populations, the primary intent and focus 
should be to identify the location, distribution and extent of 
areas that are supporting extant/resident koala populations“ 
EPA 2016. 

 

Undaunted the EPA were determined there should be no “look 
before you log” and had DPI-Forestry prepare a model. 
 
 



What the Government Did 
EPA PROPOSED: 
• Retain 25 feed trees/ha (>25 cm 

diameter) near modelled high 
quality habitat 
 

• Retain 20 trees/ha in 
High/moderate quality habitat 
 

• Retain 15 trees/ha in moderate 
quality habitat 
 

GOVERNMENT DECIDED: 
Retain 10 feed trees/ha (>20 cm 
diameter) near modelled high quality 
habitat. 
 
Retain 5 feed trees/ha in modelled 
medium quality habitat 

The Natural Resources Commission sided with the Forestry Corporation to reduce 
protections on the basis of their fraudulent claim that there is a shortfall of high quality 
logs. The Government has since increased commitments of high quality logs. 
 

The Office of Environment and Heritage complained: 
... the rates are less than half those originally proposed by the Expert Fauna 
Panel. 
The increased logging intensity proposed under the draft Coastal IFOA is expected 
to impact Koalas through diminished feed and shelter tree resources. Animals will 
need to spend more time traversing the ground as they move between suitable 
trees that remain, which is likely to increase koala mortality. 

We now have virtual protection for virtual habitat 
 
 



The highest priority is to find and protect all core 
Koala habitat left on State Forests from further 

degradation, and start rehabilitating their habitat. 

Don’t let them log 
Royal Camp and 
Carwong State 
Forests (near Casino) 

Protect the Great 
Koala National Park 
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