
North Carolina Republican Party Resolution to Support Gun Rights, 
the Right to Self-Defense and the US Constitution 

 
WHEREAS, the right to self-defense and the right of all law-abiding citizens to keep and bear arms are human 
rights endowed by the Creator, not granted by governments, and they cannot be repealed or restrained by 
human laws; and 
 

WHEREAS, these Natural Law Rights are guaranteed by our laws, history and traditions and precede all 
government, which is instituted among men to secure their rights and which derives its just powers only from 
the consent of the governed; and 
 

WHEREAS, the US Constitution is the Supreme Law of our nation, and its 14 th Amendment declares “No state 
shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; 
nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law…”; and 
 

WHEREAS, the NC Constitution, Article I, Section 5, states: “Every citizen of this State owes paramount 
allegiance to the Constitution and government of the United States, and no law or ordinance of the State in 
contravention or subversion thereof can have any binding force”; and 
 

WHEREAS, elected officials at all levels of North Carolina government are obligated to uphold the NC and US 
Constitutions and oppose any law that violates either, regardless of those who, under the pretext of “gun 
safety”, call for infringement upon protected rights with proposals of unproven benefit that are often 
unconstitutional, unrealistic or unenforceable; and 
 

WHEREAS, background checks are currently required for any legal firearm transfer by a licensed dealer, 
despite relying on an inaccurate reporting system, and there is no way possible to enforce “Universal” 
background checks for transfers between private individuals without a national gun registry, which is prohibited 
by federal law and has historically always been antecedent to gun confiscation (see Nazi Germany, Venezuela 
etc.), firearm confiscation having already occurred in California, New York, Connecticut and other states; and 
 

WHEREAS, activists fail to define the so-called “assault weapons” they wish to ban, often referring to popular 
AR-15-style rifles, comparing them to fully automatic military rifles, calling for bans of purely cosmetic features, 
and ignoring that the civilian semi-auto AR-15 style firearm is the most prevalent sporting rifle in the US, used 
for target shooting, varmint control, home defense and hunting, and widely used by law enforcement; therefore 
be it 
 

RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Republican Party calls for North Carolina government at all levels, 
through its State Legislature, Council of State, county and city commissioners, other elected officials, law 
enforcement and government staff to: 
 

Declare North Carolina to be an advocate of the 2nd Amendment and of her citizens’ natural right to self-
defense and their right to keep and bear arms, joining 66 NC counties and the 906 counties, parishes and 
cities nationwide that have adopted Gun Rights Sanctuary or Pro-Second Amendment resolutions, and four 
states that have passed state laws protecting the 2nd Amendment rights of their citizens, and; and further to 
 

Ensure that no government funds, employees, contractors, agencies, offices, or other resources may be used 
to assist in the enforcement of any laws, orders, mandates, rules or regulations that infringe upon the right of 
the people to keep and bear arms; and further to 
 

Recognize that where human Natural Law rights are secured by the constitution there can be no legislation or 
rulemaking which would abrogate or restrict them, recognize the unassailable right of law-abiding citizens to 
purchase and possess firearms, free from unreasonable restraint as protected by the US and NC constitutions, 
and exercise their duty to challenge government whenever it exceeds its bounds and authority. 
 


