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Preamble

The North Carolina Green Party is an anti-racist, feminist, pro-worker political party that
supports gender equality and gender diversity and rejects capitalism in favor of a
democratically run economy that responds to the needs of community and planet.

We believe positive social and political change will come when progressive and radical
people determine that movement activism must also include this critical element: building
our own political power outside the confines of the capitalist two-party system. For this
reason, the North Carolina Green Party is a membership-based, dues-paying party and is
fundamentally and structurally different from the two major parties—we’re funded by
individual working-class members, not corporate interests and the ruling elite.

Why Green? In Green politics, the word "Green" means more than just the environment:
Green means "ecology"—examining current systems and then doing what's necessary and
what'’s right to foster healthy ones, whether it's transforming the organization of our society
towards a democratic and worker-run economy, ensuring a safe and clean environment,
fighting for social and racial justice, or ending imperialistic US foreign policy.



. GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY

Grassroots democracy is one of the basic principles of the international Green movement. It
is a value that Greens accept without equivocation, condition or reservation, to be
implemented wherever possible. We seek to increase public participation in government
and make office-holders accountable to the people. We seek legislation to stop corporations
funding or participating in the democratic process. We seek to outlaw corporate funding of
candidates, campaigns and political action committees (PACs) that produce issue
advertising. Removing powerful corporate entities from politics will increase the power of the
individual voter and encourage greater participation in electoral politics. We support direct
democratic participation, as in the New Hampshire town-meeting model.

A. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
Citizen participation should be sought at all levels of government. No citizen should be
denied information regarding decisions made by government officials.

B. CAMPAIGN FINANCING

We support “voter-owned election” legislation, which allows a candidate to qualify for public
campaign financing (a tax-supported campaign subsidy) if the candidate is able to obtain a
reasonable minimum number of small contributions (perhaps 500 contributions of at least
$10 each) by a reasonable deadline (90 days before the election) and if the candidate
agrees to a modest campaign spending limit. A candidate so qualified and subsidized would
be allowed to advertise as a clean election candidate and would be marked as such on the
ballot.

C. PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION

The NCGP supports the replacement of the winner-take-all single-seat district
representation with proportional representation across multi-seat districts, which more
accurately represents the political will of actual constituents. Proportional representation
systems are well understood and used in many other countries. Proportional representation
can be used across a district or a state, for local, state, or federal elections.



D. INSTANT RUNOFF VOTING
The North Carolina Green Party supports a system of Instant Runoff Voting, preferably as
follows:

1. Where a single seat is to be filled, each voter designates on a ballot up to four
non-identical choices, ranked in order of preference. All ballots are initially counted based
on first preference. If a candidate has a majority after the first count, that candidate wins. If
no candidate has a maijority of votes, the candidate with the fewest votes is dropped, and
that candidate’s ballots are recounted by the voters’ second choices. If a candidate has a
majority at this point, that candidate wins. If no candidate has a majority, again the hindmost
candidate is dropped, and that candidate’s ballots are recounted by the voters’ next
choices. The process continues until one candidate receives a majority.

2. Where multiple seats are to be filled, each voter ranks a number of non-identical choices
equaling the number of seats to be filled, plus three. All ballots are initially counted by the
highest-ranked choices for the number of seats — for example, the highest four if four seats
are to be filled. Winners are then determined by simple plurality, with the additional
requirement that to win, a candidate must receive votes from a majority of the voters. If an
insufficient number of candidates meet this requirement, the candidate with the fewest votes
is dropped, and that candidate’s ballots are recounted by the voters’ next choices. This
process repeats until candidates who received votes from a majority of voters fill all seats,
or until all alternate choices on all ballots have been exhausted, at which point the
remaining seats may be filled by simple plurality.

E. ELECTION REFORM

1. Voting time, when citizens may cast ballots, should be extended to 48 hours and should
include at least one weekend day.

2. Same-day voter registration (on election day) should be implemented in North Carolina. It
is working well in the states that currently allow it.



3. Restrictive barriers to ballot access should be removed. North Carolina’s current
signature requirement for ballot access for parties should be drastically lowered, and the
existing signature requirement for write-in candidates should be abolished.

4. Parties should be allowed to define their own voting membership for the purposes of
party policy-making.

5. New forms of computerized voter registration should not exclude residents with rural
route addresses. North Carolina is currently adopting such a system. No voter should be
disenfranchised by a computer or by a rush to automation.

6. Votes should not be counted by computers, which are vulnerable to stealthy and
sophisticated forms of tampering. Ballots should be on paper, visible and verifiable to any
person. Any voting system that eliminates this transparency and verifiability is an invitation
to election rigging and should be prohibited.

F. CAMPAIGN MEDIA ACCESS

1. The Fairness Doctrine, which required broadcasters to provide equal time to all sides of
an issue or debate, should be reinstated.

2. Because the broadcast airwaves are public property, all political parties and candidates
should be granted free, equal access to radio and television, including access for political
advertisements. The FCC should allow media outlets to put reasonable limits on the amount
of airtime each political party or candidate is allowed. All candidates on the ballot for an
office should have equal access to any organized multi-candidate debate that is broadcast
on public airways or held in public facilities.

G. NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS
We support public funding of neighborhood associations, which can inspire individual and
collective community action. This makes the concept of "grassroots" politics a reality.



H. WORKPLACE DEMOCRACY

The fundamental goal of democracy is to ensure that people have a voice in the decisions
that affect them, whether those decisions come from a government or an employer. Those
affected by the decisions of a more powerful entity should have a voice in those decisions,
not just through informal participation in the process, but by direct vote. There is no rational
reason for any organization chartered by a democratic government to be allowed to defy
this principle.

1. The employees of a corporation should have half the number of representatives on the
board of directors of that corporation, along with the investors, who now wrongly enjoy a
monopoly on corporate board seats.

2. We support card-check union recognition. If a majority of bargaining-unit employees sign
union cards, the employer should be required to recognize the union without any additional
election or process.

3. We advocate the repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act, which strips organized labor of the right to
the secondary boycott, deprives it of tactics that are legal in many other countries and
allows employers unfair advantage in opposing union organizing.

4. We oppose so-called “right to work” laws, which greatly weakens organized labor in many
southern states, including North Carolina.

5. We oppose the legal precedent of “corporate personhood,” which classifies corporations
as individuals having all the constitutional rights of citizens, including equal protection under
the 14th Amendment. Such entities are inimical to democracy, because they are
untouchable corporate super-citizens which cannot truly be held accountable to the people.

6. Union organizers and employers should have equal time to make their pitches to
workers, even if that requires that union officials talk to workers on the shop floor.

7. All unions should have the following:
a. the right to access areas in which employees work;



b. the right to use employers’ bulletin boards, mailboxes, and other communication
media; and

c. the right to use the employer's facilities for meetings that exercise any of the rights
guaranteed by the National Labor Relations Act (NLRA).

8. The National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) should be reformed to do the following:
a. upon finding that an employee was discharged as the result of an unfair labor
practice, award back pay equal to three times the employee’s wages from the time of
dismissal to the settlement date;
b. allow employees to file civil actions for punitive damages when they have been
discharged as a result of an unfair labor practice;
c. notify any employee wrongfully discharged of the right to sue for punitive and
compensatory damages under the Labor Management Relations Act, 1947 (LMRA);
and
d. give unions the right to establish mediation if an employer and union cannot reach

agreement on a contract within 60 days after certification of a new union.

Il. SOCIAL JUSTICE, EQUAL OPPORTUNITY,
RESPECT FOR DIVERSITY

We call for a renewed recognition of the human values that have been eroded by industrial
society and market culture: harmony, peace, cooperation, community, honesty, justice,
equality, compassion, understanding and love.

A. RACISM

We oppose institutional, interpersonal and cultural racism. Racism is now widely
condemned, but it still exists as both racial prejudice and institutionalized discrimination.
The North Carolina Green Party expects both elected and hired government officials to take

a proactive stance in combating and eliminating this blight on democratic society.

1. Racial profiling should not be tolerated in any North Carolina institution.



2. Affirmative action programs should be supported, but they should be applied critically, so
that they favor those most in need of help within discriminated populations.

B. IMMIGRANT RIGHTS
The North Carolina Green Party stands firmly for social justice for all those living in the US

regardless of their immigration status. Immigrants and migrants strengthen our communities
and should be celebrated. We support full amnesty and a safe pathway to citizenship for all

undocumented immigrants, as well as full civil rights for all migrants.

1. End Workplace and Home Raids

Millions of people live and work in the US with no legal status, making them subject to
extreme exploitation and abuse, including immigration raids that terrorize the immigrant
community and break up families, as well as rampant employer abuses of undocumented
workers. Immigrants should feel safe in their communities and workplaces. They should be
able to live their lives free from institutionalized intimidation and violence, and should not be
forced into hiding or subjected to constant fear and uncertainty while going to work, taking
children to school, or simply being visible in their communities.

2. Abolish ICE

The creation of ICE (US Immigration and Customs Enforcement) in 2003, and its placement
under the Homeland Security umbrella, helped advance the narrative that immigrants are a
threat to the United States. The NC Green Party rejects this message and calls for ICE’s
abolishment and the implementation of a human rights approach to immigration. We oppose
the provision of current law that allows local police to become agents of the immigration
agency. Local policing functions should be completely separate from immigration

enforcement.

3. No Border Walls

While both corporate parties focus on border security and enforcement, the Green Party
calls for the dismantling of the US—Mexico border wall and for the cancellation of the wall’s
expansion. Not only is the wall an environmental disaster affecting surrounding families,
wildlife, and the Rio Grande ecosystem, but it's also a monument to racist, anti-immigrant
attitudes toward people fleeing economic and other injustices.



We oppose the militarization of our borders, the misuse of the National Guard as border
police, and the expansion of the wall between the US and Mexico. These escalations of
violence will further intensify the human rights disaster our immigration policy has become,
as well as seriously harm border ecosystems. We demand an immediate end to policies
designed to force undocumented border-crossers into areas where conditions dramatically
increase the risk of permanent injury or death. We oppose the walling off of both traditional
urban crossing areas and of wilderness areas. We mourn the death of the thousands of
men, women, and children who have died trying to cross this border.

4. No Family Separation

We strongly condemn separating families at the border. The forcible removal of children
from their parents at our borders and their detention in substandard conditions are acts of
government-sanctioned child abuse and neglect. We further demand that money used to
support ICE be diverted to repairing the psychological damage to separated families, and
that these families be financially compensated as victims of kidnapping and extortion.

5. Amnesty and Civil Rights

While Democrat and Republican lawmakers prioritize immigration enforcement, NC Greens
support amnesty for undocumented immigrants and legal status that allows a path to
residency and citizenship. The NC Green Party calls for racial and economic justice for
documented and undocumented immigrants and migrants, as well as the right to obtain
border passes, work permits and driver’s licenses. Non-citizens should be extended the
same civil and human rights and protections claimed by US citizens.

All persons fleeing political, racial, economic, religious, and other types of persecution must
be welcomed to the US and given the opportunity for permanent resident status. The US’s
history of arbitrary denial of political asylum claims must end. Particular attention should be
given to political exiles, refugees, and those whose lives would be at risk if asylum were not
granted. Granting of asylum should be automatic if the asylum seekers are fleeing from a
danger created by US interference and manipulation of the political process in the country
of origin.

Family reunification must be a priority in accepting applications for permanent residency,
and reunification must be swift. The years of waiting that families currently endure must



stop. The US must cease placing for adoption immigrant children prior to making all
possible attempts at reunification with the child’s family.

Permanent residency should not be denied based on political views, racial or national origin,
religious beliefs, sexual preference, disability, or any other arbitrary basis. The US
government must in particular stop demonizing applicants from countries where Islam is the
primary religion.

6. Institutionalize Language Rights and Diversity

Greens oppose "English-only" legislation. Immigrants already have ample incentive to learn
English. But non-English-speaking people are put at risk of exploitation when interacting
with English-only government agencies. Greens call for the institutionalization of adequate
and accessible English-language instruction and assistance, including federal funding for
communities to provide ESL (English as a second language) training, as well as certified
translators for courts, social service agencies, and all government agencies dealing with the
public. Additionally, the language rights of indigenous peoples who lived in this land before it
became part of the US, must be recognized and respected.

C. LGBTQIA+ CIVIL AND HUMAN RIGHTS
We are committed to equal civil and human rights for people of all sexual orientations,
gender identities, and gender expressions and demand the following:

1. National nondiscrimination legislation that is inclusive of both sexual orientation and
gender identity, as well as gender expression and sex characteristics to be inclusive of
queer and intersex persons.

2. Single-payer healthcare that is inclusive of LGBTQIA+ persons: gender confirmation
treatment and surgery, LGBTQIA+-specific eldercare, and STI prevention. Timely generic
drug availability for HIV/AIDS treatment and prevention. Banning so-called conversion
therapy and intersex genital mutilation.

3. The right of same-sex couples co-parent, become foster parents, or jointly adopt children
under the same standards and requirements as those applied to heterosexual couples.



4. Facilitated government support for obtaining correct government identification—including
a nonbinary gender option—and mandated collection of LGBTQIA+ data in the census and
other government research.

5. Foreign policy that stands up to human rights abuses worldwide to hold countries
accountable for LGBTQIA+ discrimination—foremost in countries with criminalization laws
and capital punishment.

6. Awareness that LGBTQIA+ issues are intersectional to most policy proposals, and that
LGBTQIA+ persons of color are statistically even more at-risk for systemic oppression.
Addressing police brutality means sensitivity training. Addressing housing as a human right
means providing shelters for LGBTQIA+ homeless youth and adults as well as lowering the
costs of eldercare housing.

lll. ECOLOGICAL WISDOM

The South has long been the nation's toxic waste dumping ground because of the economic
and political vulnerability of the region. In North Carolina, corporations target low-income
and minority communities for hazardous factories and toxic waste dumps. Abuse of the
state’s environment extends far beyond that, however. The North Carolina Green Party
proposes the following solutions to our myriad ecological problems.

A. ENERGY CONSERVATION

1. The state and the nation should require the greatest possible energy efficiency in all
appliances, including vehicles.

2. The state should use tax incentives and energy taxes to encourage businesses and
citizens to use energy more efficiently.

3. Governments at every level should promote public transportation, both within urban areas
and between them.



B. NUCLEAR POWER

1. Fission nuclear power plants are catastrophes waiting to happen and should be phased
out as soon as possible.

2. Every state with nuclear power facilities should store its nuclear waste within its own
boundaries. Immediate action should be taken at the local level to address the safety of

nuclear waste storage.

C. ELECTRICAL UTILITIES

1. The state should create incentives for electric-power producers to invest in energy

efficiency and conservation.

2. Electrical utilities should be publicly owned.

3. Electrical utility companies should be required to draw up immediate plans to bury all
power lines in order to reduce future power outages, preserve tree canopies, and protect
the public.

D. ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES

The North Carolina Green Party favors phasing out harmful sources of energy, such as
non-renewable fossil fuels and nuclear fission, and it urges the funding of research on
alternative energy sources, including solar power, wind power, and biomass conversion, for
use in both the power grid and in transportation.

E. BUILDING PRACTICES
1. Municipalities should require that public buildings, including public schools and
universities, incorporate passive-solar heating elements and other energy- efficient

measures in construction and renovation.

2. Municipalities should require additional insulation and double-pane window glass, or
insulated shutters, on all new residential, commercial and government construction.



3. Municipalities should revise zoning laws to allow for the protection of solar access and
other small-scale energy production units.

F. TAXATION, SUBSIDIES

1. Subsidies, tax benefits, and research funding should be eliminated that goes to
companies producing electricity from nuclear and other non-renewable sources.

2. A carbon tax should be levied on all fossil fuels. These taxes would be an incentive for
efficiency and conservation and would be partly used to fund the development of renewable
energy sources.

3. Government should subsidize the construction and rebuilding of relevant infrastructures,
including public transportation, along more ecologically sustainable lines.

G. AIR QUALITY
We support the development of non-fossil-fuel and non-combustion methods of
transportation.

1. Air-quality and emissions standards should be tightened. The number of pollutants
monitored should be increased, as should air-quality testing. Stiffer penalties and
better-funded remedial programs should be established for violators.

2. All discarded heating and cooling units should be collected in order to recover or destroy
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) used as refrigerants or insulation. Service and salvage
operations for air conditioning units should be required to recover all CFCs.

3. "Good Neighbor Agreements" should be promoted between industry and neighborhood
groups. These agreements encourage non-adversarial, non-regulatory meetings that

promote the reduction of toxic emissions.

4. North Carolina should require and promote the sale of low-emission vehicles:



a. North Carolina should adopt the LEV Il program, a low-emission vehicle standard
currently used in other states that would dramatically reduce smog-forming
emissions and cut pollution by 40 percent.

b. To boost clean car technology and demonstrate the state's commitment to
improved air quality, North Carolina should invest in clean cars for the state’s vehicle
needs.

c. The state should provide tax incentives and rebates to encourage the purchase of
low-emission vehicles.

H. WATER QUALITY AND USE-EFFICIENCY

1. New policies aimed at eliminating all groundwater pollution and monitoring the quality of
our aquifers should be implemented at local and state levels. We propose a groundwater
management program that would include regular and extensive testing of aquifers,
regulation of groundwater pumping, wetlands conservation, funding to clean previous

dumping or landfills and bio-regional aquifer protection.

2. Deep-well injection of hazardous waste should be banned.

3. The destruction of wetlands should be halted immediately and measures taken to restore
some damaged wetlands.

4. Society should accept no discharge of toxic materials into water or landfills. There must
be heavy penalties for violation, including the revocation of business licenses.

5. All landfills should be lined and contained. All underground storage tanks containing toxic

materials should be of the double-container type.

6. We need tougher enforcement of our clean water laws. Polluter fines should be increased
to give the state the resources to enforce the law and to nullify the economic benefits of
disposing of waste improperly. The state should enforce environmental laws by collecting all
fines.



7. To reduce salt content in wastewater, self- regenerating water softeners must contain
built-in salt recovery systems.

8. Agribusiness and farmers should be encouraged to use water efficiently and avoid
polluting it, employing such techniques as low-runoff tillage, drip irrigation, fertilizing with
compost, mulching, and organic growing methods, which eliminate the use of chemicals
and recycle organic wastes. We support legislation, financial incentives, and educational
programs that encourage conservation and water reuse, low-use water systems, and
reduced-use patterns in residential and commercial buildings.

9. Water supply projects should be funded on the user- pays principle rather than by
taxpayer subsidy. We propose that all water and sewage management be converted to
publicly owned and democratically organized regional agencies, ideally in the form of
consumer cooperatives.

10.The state legislature should give municipalities, park districts and watershed districts the
power to ban certain classes of pesticides (including, but not limited to, diazinin, 2, 4-D, and
MCPP) from golf courses, private lawns and parklands.

I. ENVIRONMENTAL OUTLOOK DOCUMENTS

We support the development of environmental outlook documents as a vehicle to
environmentally responsible long-range political and economic decision making. Such
documents should be used for regional, state, county and city planning activities and
updated annually based on the latest information available. Projections for 10, 25, 50 and
100 years should be included. Prototype documents and completed and commented

documents could be made available to the public via ECONET.

J. FACTORY FARMING POLLUTION

The current practices used to maximize output in factory farming are inhumane, unhealthy
and show no regard for human or non-human life. Total and partial confinement systems
severely restrict the physical and social activity of animals, causing excessive pain and
stress. The use of drugs and hormones to produce abnormally fast growth is cruel to
animals and unhealthy for humans. These practices endanger public health by lacing the
food supply with powerful drugs and by encouraging the growth of drug-resistant



pathogens. North Carolina must find a better way to dispose of the wastes produced by
factory farms.

1. The hog industry should clean up and properly close the more than 700 abandoned
lagoons in eastern North Carolina.

2. Existing hog factories should meet more stringent performance standards. Hog factories
using open-air lagoons and aerial spray-fields should replace them with more effective
waste management systems.

3. Hog farmers and large pork producers that own hogs should be legally liable for their
business and environmental practices. We support legislation that would make these
businesses more accountable to the public.

K. OPEN SPACE
Each year, out-of-control development and urban sprawl eat away at the natural beauty of
North Carolina. Our state government has promised to save 1 million acres of open space.

1. The state should protect the funding of our four natural resource trust funds.

2. The state should create a permanent, dedicated source of funding for open-space
preservation.

3. The state should add to existing tax incentives for preservation and should increase
penalties for irresponsible development.

L. RECYCLING

1. Developers and construction companies should be required to recycle or reuse products
like cardboard and wood instead of dumping them.

2. North Carolina counties and industries should meet new, more effective recycling
requirements. New landfills should not be permitted if these recycling requirements have not
been met.



3. All public and private landfills should be lined to prevent leakage. In the last ten years,
state leaders successfully shut down or lined all landfills serving the public. All construction
and demolition landfills should be lined and equipped with leachate collection systems as
soon as possible. Landfills that do not comply should be shut down.

4. Clean, reusable or recyclable waste should be banned from all landfills as soon as is
feasible. Such waste includes wooden pallets, clean wood, cardboard, newspaper, steel,

aluminum, plastic and office paper.

5. All local governments, commercial and industrial facilities, and construction and
demolition operations should meet minimum state recycling requirements. No new landfills
should be permitted in areas that do not meet these requirements.

IV. NONVIOLENCE, PEACE, DIPLOMACY

A. DEATH PENALTY

The death penalty should be abolished. The North Carolina Green Party opposes the taking
of human life by any person or governing entity. State-sponsored executions are in violation
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Death penalty cases cost taxpayers more
than imprisoning inmates for life. Recent evidence from DNA testing reveals that many
inmates are innocent of the crimes that put them on death row.

B. TRADE POLICY

Any economic engagement by the state of North Carolina with other countries must be
predicated on vigorous human rights and environmental standards, including women's
rights, racial and minority rights, gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender rights, children's
rights, and workers’ rights.

C. GUN CONTROL
We respect the rights of people to defend themselves, but there must be limits placed on

gun ownership.



1. We urge a permanent extension of the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act
of 1994 (US Code Title 18, Part 1, Chapter 44, Section 921), and we urge the United States
Congress to appropriate money to enforce the current gun control laws.

2. We urge Congress to require registration, background checks and waiting periods for all
gun and rifle purchases, including those at gun shows.

D. INTERNATIONAL VIOLENCE, CITIZEN RESPONSIBILITY

The North Carolina Green Party supports the peaceful resolution of conflicts at home and
abroad by democratic means. We believe that our government should fully fund and support
the United Nations by aligning its foreign relations and diplomacy with the policies of that
international body. Our government should act to prevent conflict by taking the lead in
correcting gross inequalities of wealth, fighting epidemic disease, protecting the global
environment, and supporting U.N. peacekeeping efforts around the world.

Since the end of the Cold War, U.S. foreign policy has not, on the whole, pursued these
aims. The current “War on Terror,” the unprovoked attack on another country, the pursuit of
a policy of “democratic nationbuilding,” and the government’s deceit about its policies have
both worsened the threat of terror and undermined democratic process.

The North Carolina Green Party opposes these policies and stands for increased citizen
awareness and involvement in reorienting U.S. foreign policy and in opposing the militarism,
the suppression of the truth, and suspension of due process in the pursuit of that policy.

V. ECONOMIC DEMOCRACY, COMMUNITY-BASED
ECONOMICS, TAX REFORM

The North Carolina Green Party seeks to build an alternative economic model that rejects
the capitalist system that maintains private ownership over almost all production. We also
reject any state system that assumes control over industries without democratic and
worker-based decision-making. We believe the dying model of capitalism (private ownership

of production) is not ecologically sound, socially just, or democratic. We also stand against



bureaucratically owned or heavily hierarchically ruled systems as well as against any
economic model that contains built-in structures that advance injustice. Instead we will build
an economy based on large-scale green public works, local people’s assemblies, and

workplace and community democracy.

Some may call this “ecological socialism.” Whatever the terminology, we believe that only
an end to capitalist modes of production and ownership, an ecological-socialist economy,
will help end labor exploitation, environmental exploitation, racial, gender, and wealth
inequality and bring about economic and social justice due to the positive effects of

democratic decision-making.

Production is best for people and planet when democratically owned and operated by those
who do the work and those most affected by production decisions. This model of worker
and community empowerment will ensure that decisions that greatly affect our lives are
made in the interests of our communities, not at the whim of CEOs and distant boards of
directors. Democratic, diverse “cooperative” ownership of production would decentralize

power in the workplace, which would in turn decentralize economic power more broadly.

The NCGP views the economy as a part of the ecosystem, not as an isolated subset in
which nothing but resources come in and products and waste go out. Democratically run
enterprises, when embedded in and accountable to our communities, will make more
ecologically sound decisions in materials sourcing, waste disposal, recycling, reuse, and

more.



A. A LIVING WAGE

1. The North Carolina legislature should determine a minimum hourly living wage, based on
a forty-hour work week, that all North Carolina employers must pay all employees, full- or
part-time. The level of this living wage should be reevaluated and adjusted, if necessary,
every four years. Municipalities should have the right under state law to set their own

minimum hourly wage over and above that set by the state.

2. The state should establish a fund to provide training and interim income to workers
displaced by plant and office closings, bankruptcies, environmental reforms, technology
shifts, and conversions from military to civilian production. We favor tax and other incentives

to encourage worker retraining by the community and its businesses.

3. State laws should encourage the formation of consumer cooperatives, worker
cooperatives, and community land trusts. Essential public services, particularly utilities and

mass transportation, should be publicly owned.

4. We strongly support workers’ rights to organize. We further assert that this basic human
right must apply internationally, and we affirm the need for international labor solidarity. We
intend to use the international character of the Green movement as an instrument to further

this value.

B. HOUSING

1. Zoning laws should integrate accessible, low-income housing into all segments of a

community. We also support volunteer efforts to address public housing problems.



2. We support efforts by local, state, and federal government to oppose and prevent urban

sprawl and to encourage denser, less automobile-dependent urban communities.

3. We support co-housing developments with such arrangements being democratically

managed by the residents.

4. The state should increase its temporary rental and mortgage assistance programs to
provide families with counseling services, grants and loans for up to six months in the case

of temporary disruptions of income, including layoff, medical problems and divorce.

C. CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY

Just as private citizens who break the law stand to lose their freedom, corporations that
repeatedly violate the law should lose their charters. Individual CEOs must be held partially
accountable for violations of the law perpetrated by other officers of the corporation that

occur during that CEO’s term of office.

D. TAXATION
We oppose current property-tax-relief programs that subsidize people who are already

advantaged and do not need public assistance.

1. Local property taxes should be progressive, like the income tax, and should have an
exclusion for the poorest property owners. Wealthier property owners would pay higher

property-tax rates.

2. Since real estate owned by churches requires government services, just as business and
private properties do, such properties should not be exempt from property taxes. Exempting

church real estate from property taxes unfairly favors religious organizations, violating the



principle of the separation of church and state, and burdens private property owners with

higher tax rates.

3. North Carolina should move away from regressive sales taxes and towards progressive

property, income and inheritance taxes based on the taxpayer's ability to pay.

4. The state should eliminate tax loopholes that benefit the wealthy. Capital gains should be

taxed at the same rate as wages.

5. The personal exemption for single heads of households with dependents should be

raised.

6. Corporations should not be able to deduct outrageous salaries as business expenses.
The deduction should be limited to the portion of an executive salary that does not exceed

25 times the earnings of the lowest-paid worker in a company.

E. DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
Government funding should be available to businesses only as interest-bearing loans. Such
loans should be predicated on stringent adherence to environmental, human rights and civil

rights standards.

VI. FEMINISM, GENDER EQUITY

We are dedicated to aiding the completion of the historical task of feminism and to
transforming the relationship between men and women from one characterized by
exploitation, violence and dominance to one based on equality and mutual respect.



A. REPRODUCTIVE FREEDOM

Greens support the right of women to full reproductive freedom and to determine the degree
of technological intervention, including abortion, which they deem necessary for their own
care and protection, regardless of their ability to pay. A woman old enough to conceive is
old enough to make decisions regarding the termination of her pregnancy without the
permission of others.

B. FAMILY PLANNING
We endorse the United Nations and all international, national, state and local agencies that
advocate family planning and birth control in a culturally sensitive and ethical manner.

1. The state should fund the dissemination of information on the full range of currently
available contraception options, including natural family planning.

2. Contraceptives of all sorts should be readily available to all sexually active females and
males.

3. In the U.S., private insurers should be required to provide gender-equitable coverage of
medical services and prescriptions related to contraception and reproductive health.

C. COMPREHENSIVE SEX EDUCATION, RAPE PREVENTION

1. Statewide curriculum should be revised to include comprehensive sex education. The
state should mandate comprehensive sex education beginning no later than grade four

2. The curriculum of that program should incorporate a rape prevention unit aimed not to
arm women against men, but to grow boys into men who respect every person’s autonomy
over her own body.

3. Furthermore, the curriculum should include an exploration of gender concepts and
sexual-affectional orientation that promotes understanding of other-than-heterosexual
relationships.



4. Moreover, the curriculum should include the full range of currently available contraception
options, including natural family planning.

VIl. HEALTH CARE, EDUCATION, JUSTICE SYSTEMS

A. SINGLE-PAYER HEALTH CARE

Enact a universal, comprehensive, national single-payer health plan for all that will provide
the following with no increase in cost:

1. A publicly funded health care insurance program, administered at the state and local
levels, with comprehensive lifetime benefits, including dental, vision, mental health care,
substance abuse treatment, medication coverage, and hospice and long-term care;

2. Participation of all licensed and/or certified health providers, subject to standards of
practice in their field, with the freedom of patients to choose the type of health care provider
from a wide range of health care choices, and with decision-making in the hands of patients
and their health providers, not insurance companies;

3. Portability of coverage regardless of geographical location or employment;

4. Cost controls via streamlined administration, national fee schedules, bulk purchases of
drugs and medical equipment, coordination of capital expenditures and publicly negotiated

prices of medications;

5. Primary and preventive care as priorities, including wellness education about diet,
nutrition and exercise; holistic health; and medical marijuana.

6. More comprehensive services for those who have special needs, including the mentally
ill, the differently abled and those who are terminally ill;

7. A mental health care system that safeguards human dignity, respects individual
autonomy, and protects informed consent;

8. Greatly reduced paperwork for both patients and providers;
9. Fair and full reimbursement to providers for their services;

10. Hospitals that can afford safe and adequate staffing levels of registered nurses;



11. Establishment of national, state, and local health policy boards consisting of health
consumers and providers to oversee and evaluate the performance of the system, ensure
access to care, and help determine research priorities.

B. FAMILY SUPPORT

1. The state should require companies that employ 20 or more people to provide paid leave
for childbirth, for the adoption of children and for the care of sick family members. The state
and federal governments should provide sick leave pay and extended sick leave pay for all
workers, including those who have become unemployed due to illness. A mandatory basic
income must be immediately provided to all who file for disability and unemployment
compensation.

2. The state should establish a Family and Children’s Services Board, with broad parent
and professional representation, for the planning and coordination of public and private

family services.

3. Local governments should establish planning councils to assess the needs of children
and adolescents, and to develop the resources to meet those needs.

C. ELDER SUPPORT

1. The state should fund community-based support services that aim to avoid unnecessary
nursing-home placements and encourage the highest degree of independence, dignity and
choice for our elders.

2. Community programs should make use of the wisdom, expertise and energy of elders.

3. Housing options for elders should include both multi- generational settings and
peer-based settings.

4. Workers should have the option of phased-in retirement —
a. to ease the transition from working to retirement;

b. to allow time for economic and personal adjustment;



c. to allow for the development of replacement social connections; and
d. to help retirees find a new place in the community.

D. YOUTH SUPPORT

Investment in children and those who care for them is an investment in the future of both
the human race and the planet. We believe that all children have a right to housing, healthy
food, medical care, education and loving, competent caregivers. We support policies and
programs that ensure these rights. We acknowledge the legitimacy and value of diverse

family arrangements and support primary caregivers (parents, guardians, etc.).

1. Children of a responsible age should participate in determining how their needs can best

be met.

2. The state should fund programs that meet the needs of the poor, including food, shelter,
childcare, healthcare, job training and education.

3. Corporal punishment should be prohibited in schools and all other institutions, public and
private, where children and adults are cared for or educated.

4. The state should support programs that teach alternative, non-corporal forms of discipline
to parents, teachers and other caregivers.

5. The state should fund treatment for all juveniles in the legal system with mental health or

drug problems.

6. The state should expand and promote its support services and shelters for battered

women and their children in every county in North Carolina.

7. The state should fund crisis nurseries and respite care to provide safe housing for
children whose parents are temporarily unable to care for them.

8. School meal programs should provide more pesticide-free, organic foods prepared onsite
and more fresh produce.



9. The state should increase its financial support for childcare providers.

10. The state should establish a voluntary professional accreditation program for those
serving special needs children, make screening and therapeutic services available to
homes and centers serving special needs children, and link special needs programs with
Early Childhood Family Education, Early Childhood Screening and Early Childhood Special
Education programs.

11. Every school-aged child of working parents should have access to responsible
childcare. Family services collaborative grants should be offered only to programs that
include childcare.

E. ANIMAL RESEARCH

The development of nonanimal models in scientific research of human disease should be
funded and vigorously pursued. Institutional animal-use and care committees should include
members other than those with a vested interest in the continuation of animal
experimentation and should publicly disclose all nonproprietary business.

F. K-12 EDUCATION

Education is a basic, individual right and an utter necessity to the community’s civic health.
Education should be free and available to all. We support the separation of church and state
in public education and oppose direct funding of private schools, including “vouchers.” We
oppose the growing dependency of public school systems and higher education on private
funding and call for increased public funding of this basic civil right and prime public
investment. State and local government and school districts should also act to correct
existing imbalances in facilities, equipment, and teacher-student ratios among schools of
single districts and between districts.

1. The state should move in the direction of full public financing of preschool education to
make preschool available to all state residents.

2. Because the public schools are a public trust and a public asset, they should be
supported by public taxes. All citizens, regardless of where they send their own children to
school, have a direct interest in an educated society.



3. Private and parochial schools are a consumer choice and one that should not be funded
by public tax money.

4. State funding of primary and secondary education should be sufficient to negate the
importance of federal funding in school district budgets. The whims of federal legislators
should not adversely affect public education in North Carolina. Federal power grabs through
carrot- and-stick funding offers could likewise be ignored if state funding were adequate.

5. Grading, assessment and standardized examinations should be thoroughly studied and
reevaluated.

6. Families and students need to be free to choose from a wide array of educational
approaches.

7. Student-teacher ratios should be no more than 15 to 1 in kindergarten through 3rd grade
and 20 to 1 in all other grades.

8. School districts should explore alternatives to suspension, including academically
focused day-treatment centers.

G. HIGHER EDUCATION

1. The state should move in the direction of full public financing of public higher education to
make college available to all citizens who desire it.

2. To make North Carolina's higher education system more equitable, the state should
reduce the share of individual support provided via appropriations and increase the share
provided directly to individuals on the basis of financial need.

3. State aid programs should follow a student to whatever campus and academic program
the student selects.



H. CONTINUING EDUCATION
We are committed to the value of continuing adult education.

1. The state should provide free literacy programs for all residents.

2. The state should make literacy, job training and other educational opportunities available
to the public. Such programs have been positively linked with reducing the chance that a

released prisoner will become a repeat offender.

. INCARCERATION AND JUSTICE
The NCGP stands for dramatically reducing the prison population, investing in rehabilitation,

and ending the failed war on drugs.

1. The United States has the highest incarceration and recidivism rates of all the
industrialized countries. Our nation's criminal justice system in general is too often
inhumane, ineffective, and prohibitively expensive. With less than 5 percent of the world's
population, the United States locks up nearly a quarter of the world's prisoners. U.S. and
North Carolina law enforcement priorities place overwhelming emphasis on drug-related
and petty, nonviolent crimes, and very little emphasis on prosecution of corporate, “white
collar”, environmental crime. The majority of prisoners are serving terms for nonviolent,
minor property and drug addiction crimes, or violations of their conditions of parole or
probation, while the poor, the undereducated and various racial and ethnic minorities are
overrepresented in the prison population. Corporate executives should be held personally
responsible for the social and environmental consequences of their company’s actions.

2. The negative effects of imprisonment are far-reaching. Prisoners are isolated from their
communities and often denied contact with the free world and the media. Access to
educational and legal materials is in decline. Prison administrators wield total authority over
their environments, diminishing procedural input from experts and censoring employee

complaints.



3. Our priorities must include efforts to prevent violent crime and address the legitimate
needs of victims, while addressing the socioeconomic root causes of crime and practicing
policies that prevent recidivism.

4. The NCGP opposes the increasingly widespread privatization of prisons. These prisons
treat people as their product and provide far worse service than government-run prisons.
Profits in privately run prisons are derived from understaffing, which severely reduces the
acceptable care of inmates. We believe that greater, not lesser, public and community input,
oversight and control of incarceration must be an integral part of the answer.

5. The NCGP calls for an end to the "war on drugs," legalization of drugs and for treating
drug abuse as a health issue. The war on drugs has been an ill-conceived and institutionally
racist program that has wasted billions of dollars, misdirecting law enforcement resources
away from apprehending and prosecuting violent criminals, while crowding our prisons with
nonviolent drug offenders and disproportionately criminalizing youth of color.

6. The NCGP also calls attention to the fact that more than 40 percent of those 2.3 million
locked down come from America's black one-eighth. The incarnation rates for African
Americans is nearly six times that of whites. The incarceration rates for LatinX people is
over 2.5 times that of whites.

7. The NCGP recognizes that our nation's ostensibly colorblind systems of law enforcement
and crime control—from police practices to prosecutorial prerogatives to mandatory
sentencing and zero-tolerance—have effectively constituted an ubiquitous national policy of
racially selective mass incarceration, a successor to Jim Crow, as a means of social control,
a policy that must be publicly discussed, widely recognized, and ultimately reversed. The
nearly universal though largely unspoken nature of this policy makes piecemeal reforms not
accompanied by public discussion of the larger policy ineffective outside the context of a
broad social movement.

8. The NCGP firmly stands behind the affirmation that Black and Brown Lives Matter.

J. ALTERNATIVES TO INCARCERATION

1. Encourage and support positive approaches to punishment that build hope, responsibility
and a sense of belonging. Prisons should be the sentence of last resort, reserved for violent



crime. Those convicted of nonviolent offenses should be handled by alternative,
community-based programs including halfway houses, work-furlough, community service,
electronic monitoring, restitution, and rehabilitation programs.

2. Treat substance abuse as a medical problem, not a criminal problem. Free all nonviolent
incarcerated prisoners of the drug war. Provide treatment to parolees and probationers who
fail a drug test instead of reincarceration.

3. Release prisoners with diagnosed mental disorders to secure mental health treatment
centers. Ensure psychological and medical care and rehabilitation services for mentally ill
prisoners.

4. Release prisoners who are too old and/or infirm to pose a threat to society to less
expensive, community-based facilities.

5. Make reduction of recidivism a primary goal of parole. Treat parole as a time of
reintegration into the community, not as a continuation of sentence. Provide community
reentry programs for inmates before their release. Provide access to education, addiction
and psychological treatment, job training, work and housing upon their release. Provide
counseling and other services to the members of a parolee's family, to help them with the
changes caused by the parolee's return. Prevent unwarranted search without reasonable
cause to parolees and their homes.

6. Increase funding for rape and domestic violence prevention and education programs.

7. Never house juvenile offenders with adults. House violent and nonviolent juvenile
offenders separately. Continue the education of juveniles while in custody. Substantially
decrease the number of juvenile's assigned to each judge and caseworker to oversee each
juvenile's placement and progress in the juvenile justice system.

K. PRISON CONDITIONS, PRISONER TREATMENT AND PAROLEES

1. Ensure prison conditions are humane and sanitary, including but are limited to heat, light,
exercise, clothing, nutrition, libraries, possessions, and personal safety. Meet prisoners'
dietary requirements. Ensure availability of psychological, drug, and medical treatment,
including access to condoms and uninterrupted access to all prescribed medication.
Minimize isolation of prisoners from staff and one another only as needed for safety. Make
incarceration more community-based, including through increased visitor access by



families. Establish and enforce prison policies that discourage racism, sexism, homophobia
and rape.

2. Ban private prisons.

3. Implement a moratorium on prison construction. Redirect funds to alternatives to
incarceration.

4. Require that the state prison system install a rehabilitation administrator with equal
authority as the highest authority.

5. Ensure that all prisoners have the opportunity to obtain a General Education Diploma
(i.e., high school equivalency diploma) and higher education. Education has proven to
reduce recidivism by 10 percent.

6. Ensure the First Amendment rights of prisoners, including the right to communicate with
journalists, write letters, publish their own writings, and become legal experts on their own
cases.

7. Provide incarcerated individuals the right to vote by absentee ballot in the district of their
domicile, and the right to vote during parole.

8. Restore the right to hold public office to felons who have completed their prison sentence.
9. Conduct racial and ethnic disparity impact studies for new and existing categories of
offenses.

L. COMPREHENSIVE CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

1. Abolish the death penalty.

2. Repeal "three strikes" laws. Restore judicial discretion in sentencing. Abolish mandatory
sentencing.

3. Establish and fund programs to strengthen self-help and community action through
neighborhood centers that provide legal aid, alternative dispute-resolution practices,
mediated restitution, community team policing, and access to local crisis/assault care
shelters.



4. Establish elected or appointed independent civilian re-view boards with subpoena power
to investigate complaints about prison guard and community police behavior. Sharply
restrict police use of weapons and restraining techniques such as pepper spray, stun belts,
tasers and choke holds.

5. Prohibit property forfeiture and denial of due process for unconvicted suspects.

6. Establish freedom on bail as a right of all defendants charged with nonviolent crimes.
Incorporate mental health and social services in bail agreements.

7. Increase compensation for jurors and provide childcare for those serving jury duty.

8. Protect victims' rights. Ensure the opportunity for victims to make victim-impact
statements. Consider forms of restitution to victims.

M. END THE WAR ON DRUGS

1. End the "war on drugs." Redirect funds presently budgeted for the "war on drugs" toward
expanded research, education, counseling and treatment.

2. Amend the Controlled Substances Act to reflect that drug use in itself is not a crime, and
that persons living in the United States arrested for using drugs should not be incarcerated
with those who have committed victim oriented crimes.

3. Fully legalize possession, sale, and cultivation of cannabis/marijuana.

4. Strike from the record prior felony convictions for marijuana possession, sale, or
cultivation.

5. Grant amnesty and release from confinement without any further parole or probation,
those who have been incarcerated for the use, sale, or cultivation of marijuana in federal
and state prisons and in county/city jails, and who otherwise are without convictions for
victim oriented crimes, or who do not require treatment for abuse of hard drugs. Provide the
option for drug treatment to those leaving confinement.

6. Implement a step-by-step program to decriminalize all drugs in the United States. We
support legalizing the personal possession of controlled substances.



VIIl. PERSONAL AND GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY

A. SELF-SUFFICIENCY

We oppose the trend toward the overuse of public subsidies to private corporations. Such
subsidies should be used sparingly and only when they serve a demonstrable community
need, such as the creation of living-wage jobs by locally owned companies that keep wealth
in the community.

B. MANUFACTURER RESPONSIBILITY

We support a manufacturer's cradle-to-grave responsibility for the products that it creates.
Manufacturers should be responsible for the recovery and recycling of materials used in
their products. That responsibility would engender more thoughtful product design and
materials selection.

C. FOOD AND HEALTH
We believe that a plant-based diet is an alternative that is less harmful to the environment,
to humans and to animals.

1. State farm subsidies should encourage a shift from animal agriculture in order to provide
more food for the human population.

2. North Carolina public schools should include non-biased information on proper nutrition in
their curriculum.

D. WASTE

Greens support a waste-management philosophy that prioritizes, in the following order,
reduction, reuse and recycling over current methods. Given the inherent limitations of
recycling, and the fact that it uses considerable energy and may cause pollution in its own
right, the reduction of waste at the source and the maximum reuse of products are
essential. Put simply, we have to create far less garbage to begin with if we are to manage
our waste problem.



1. Manufacturers should reduce packaging and make durable products: The first priority of
any waste- management plan must be to minimize waste. Only reduction at the source in

manufacturing and packaging will solve our growing waste problems.

2. Consumer products should be reusable: Our second priority in waste management is
maximum possible reuse of materials. We must adopt standardized reusable containers
and mechanical parts wherever possible.

3. Government policy should encourage the development and use of recycled products and
should fund community recycling: Our third waste management priority is recycling. We
support the expansion and increased efficiency of all current recycling efforts and
encourage the manufacture of recyclable products. We also encourage the composting of
organic waste.

4. Industry, agriculture and communities should discharge no toxic chemicals into the
environment. Until we have accomplished the transition to a sustainable society, residue of
waste streams remaining after exhausting the first three waste management priorities must
be permanently isolated from the environment in a manner that protects against toxic
leakage and allows future recovery of additional useful materials. The costs of such
disposal must be internalized in the price of the products or services requiring it.

5. Society should reduce consumption. We must reclaim the virtue of frugality, eliminating
overconsumption and its attendant waste.

E. PRODUCT TESTING ON ANIMALS

We believe that human and non-human animals experience pain and pleasure that differ in
degree, not in character, that non-human animals have inherent value beyond their
usefulness to humans, that humans have the moral responsibility of guardianship, not just
ownership, over domesticated animals and that humans should protect non-human animals
from suffering whenever possible.

1. Whenever possible, companies should be required to use the wide variety of innovative,
quick, accurate and inexpensive product tests that do not use animals.



2. Research grants, whether they come from the government, universities or the private

sector, should favor in-vitro (non-animal) testing methods.

3. Companies should be required to use ingredients recognized to be safe for animals and

people.

IX. SUSTAINABILITY

We support evaluating all goods and services based on their true monetary, social and
ecological costs. The direct costs of resource extraction, manufacture, marketing and
distribution give only a partial idea of the true cost of production.

A. COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY

International standards should be adopted for telecommunications systems, protocols and
services. Communications technology has the potential to significantly reduce business
travel, commuting and the associated waste of non-renewable and human resources.

B. SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

We support the maintenance and development of smaller, community-owned or privately
owned farms that provide a variety of agricultural products and can be managed on a
human scale. Farming and food production should be encouraged in cities, towns, and
suburbs, as well as in the countryside.

1. Agriculture should begin to move away from farming that depends on synthetic fertilizers,
herbicides, pesticides and phosphates in favor of sustainable practices like crop rotation
and cultivation, integrated pest management and the use of unprocessed natural fertilizers

and disease-resistant indigenous plants.

2. All farm animals should be humanely treated and respected in their own right. Diversity
and natural husbandry should be used to maintain healthy stock.

3. A higher percentage of the money spent on food should go to farmers rather than to
processors, packagers and distributors.



4. Federal organic certification standards should be established that are at least as stringent
as those of the California and Oregon certification boards.

5. As a vehicle to economic growth and job creation, the state should promote the
development of new and ecologically sound agricultural products, including nonfood uses of
plant fiber, hemp and agricultural waste.

C. BIOTECHNOLOGY

1. The use of growth hormones and preventative antibiotics in livestock should be banned.

2. A five-year moratorium should be instituted on all products containing genetically
engineered organisms, from seed to processing to table, including bovine growth hormone.

3. All genetically engineered products should be labeled as such.

4. In keeping with the precautionary principle, all genetically engineered products must be
proven safe to long-term public health and the long-term integrity of the environment before
being put on the market or having a chance to contaminate the environment.

5. The patenting of life forms should be prohibited.

6. The patenting of any segment or portion of the human genome should be prohibited.

D. COMMUNITY GREENLANDS

We support the creation of multiple-use community forests on marginal farmland with the
purposes of capturing carbon, protecting soils, moderating water runoff, producing fuel and
food, providing recreation, cleaning the air, sheltering human communities and providing
wildlife habitat.

E. HUNTING AND FISHING

1. Wildlife advocates, non-hunters, and anti-hunters should receive proportional
representation in wildlife management agency oversight.



2. The state should establish refuges for the protection of both habitat and species, not for
the production of game animals.

3. Current laws which hold that hunters may enter private land not posted against them
should be reversed. Any hunter wishing to use another’s land should receive permission to
do so. Any landowner who wants to welcome all hunters should post signs to that effect.

4. The state should not promote "new game species," and no new hunting seasons should
be established.

5. Public funds should not be used for the promotion of recreational hunting.

6. Rather than declaring a special hunt for every perceived problem with wildlife, non-lethal
and educational approaches to human conflicts with wildlife should be considered.

F. PLANT-BASED DIET

A plant-based diet contributes to personal health as well as to the health of the planet. We
believe that by lessening the nation’s reliance on animal products, more food would be
available for the millions of people suffering from chronic hunger. We vigorously support
abandoning our present reliance on animal agriculture in this country in favor of a more
sustainable system.

1. Nutritional information in public schools should not be written by the meat and dairy
industries. Educational materials should come from sources without financial conflicts of
interest.

2. Schools should provide accurate information on plant-based diets in nutrition classes at
all levels.

G. OVERCONSUMPTION
The overuse of resources in the world’s industrialized northern countries, particularly in
North America, must be curbed. These countries use much more of the world's



non-renewable resources, consume far more energy, and thus produce far more waste than
developing countries. We must reclaim the virtue of frugality on our way to eliminating
overconsumption and its attendant waste.

. PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
The state should restructure public transportation into a convenient and affordable
alternative to individual vehicle use.

J. COMBUSTION ENGINES

As much as possible, government should work to reduce internal-combustion vehicular
traffic, especially in cities. Ultimately, we support reorganizing our living patterns into a
self-reliant, human-scaled society.

K. AUTOMOBILE EFFICIENCY

Increases in automobile efficiency should be mandated. At the same time, we recognize
that cars have become nightmarishly complex, nearly un-repairable, throw-away goods. We
recognize the need to include mechanic- friendliness and simplicity as important design
priorities.

L. BICYCLES
We support improving the infrastructure for human- powered transportation.

1. Roads should include paved shoulders, wide outside lanes, or bike lanes wherever
practicable.

2. The state should build bicycle and pedestrian through-paths in areas with few
through-streets, to create shorter travel routes and traffic bypasses for bicycles.

3. The state should depart from “big road,” freeway- style architecture when designing the
surface streets and secondary roads where bicycles are allowed, and freeways should
interrupt the fewest number of these streets possible.

4. Traffic signals with pressure plates should be able to detect bicycles waiting at an
intersection.



5. Drainage and expansion grates should be designed not to destroy bicycle wheels. Those
with the potential to snag bicycles should be replaced immediately.

6. Planning and development policies should emphasize modest-sized communities placed
at reasonable distances, linked by scenic secondary roads, rather than distant metropolitan
areas served by freeways.

7. The state should institute educational and public relations programs to inform all users of
the road about the proper and safe use of bicycles and the rights and responsibilities of both
cyclists and drivers.

8. Three- and four-wheeled human-powered vehicles of less than 1 meter (39.37”) width
should be recognized as vehicles legally equivalent to bicycles.

9. Bicycle racks should be added in all public destinations and should be part of all new
development.

M. PLANT AND NON-FOSSIL FUELS
We support the development of plant-based and other non-fossil fuels.

N. DOWNTOWN TRANSPORTATION, AUTO-FREE ZONES

1. We support designating free mass-transit areas within the major business districts of
North Carolina's major cities to promote the use of mass transit, limit automobile traffic in

downtown areas and promote the use of downtown businesses.
2. We support the designation of automobile-free zones within downtown areas.
O. LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT

We advocate light-rail transit as an essential part of the public transit system in the
metropolitan areas of North Carolina.



P. NATURAL CONTROL OF UNDERGROWTH
The use of herbicides should be prohibited on railroad and utility rights-of-way. Seasonal
burning should be used to prevent wildfires and promote the return of native prairie growth.



