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North Carolina State Board of Education  
301 N. Wilmington Street  
6302 Mail Service Center  
Raleigh, NC 27601-2825 
 
Dear Members of the North Carolina State Board of Education, 
 
The North Carolina Values Coalition strongly opposes the current version of the Proposed State 
Standards on Social Studies. We ask you to vote “no” on the current version and, instead, adopt the 
version that was presented to the Board on June 8, 2020. 
 
Our opposition springs from the clear conclusion that these standards are written to encourage the 
adoption of Critical Theory as a teaching tool in the classrooms across North Carolina.  Although the 
State Superintendent was successful in removing the word “systemic” from “racism” and the word 
“gender” from “identity”, these terms are implied throughout the standards.  
 
Our country was founded as a melting pot of different nationalities, races, ideas, and values where 
together our diversity created a stronger people.  Therefore, we adamantly oppose teaching history and 
social studies to focus on “identity” as a means of dividing and victimizing people of different 
backgrounds. Critical Theory does just that, by pitting “oppressors” against “the oppressed” (or victims). 
The removal of the word “gender” from the standards does not remove “gender identity” as a focus, 
because the Glossary of Terms defines “identity” to include “gender identity.” Therefore, every place 
the term “identity” in the standards could be replaced with the term “gender identity.” 
 
We oppose teaching history and social studies from a viewpoint that portrays America as a country of 
“systemic racism” or where marginalized groups become the focus. While we acknowledge the sad 
reality that racism has been a part of our history and is still present today in some parts of society, we 
reject the idea that it is “systemic.” Martin Luther King, Jr. had a dream that individuals would be judged 
by their character, not the color of their skin. Critical Theory goes against the very nature of this dream 
by further dividing us as a nation. Racism, which we abhor, doesn’t come from systems. It comes from 
sinful human hearts.  
 
The State should not be in the business of adopting trendy theories that attempt to change history and 
cause our children to hate and distrust the institutions upon which our country is built. 
 
Particular examples of what we oppose in these standards follows: 

• In the standards for “FOUNDING PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND NORTH 
CAROLINA: CIVIC LITERACY”: 

➢ “CL.B.1.4 Explain how individual values and societal norms contribute to institutional 
discrimination and the marginalization of minority groups living under the American 
system of government.”  

➢ “CL.H.1.2 Compare competing narratives of the historical development of the United 
States and North Carolina in terms of how each depicts race, women, tribes, identity, 
ability, and religious groups.” 
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➢ “CL.H.1.6 Exemplify ways individuals have demonstrated resistance and resilience to 
inequities, injustice, and discrimination within the American system of government over 
time.” 

• In the standards for “AMERICAN HISTORY”  
➢ AH.B Standards include an over-emphasis on the terms “identity”, “oppression”, and 

“intolerance” instead of focusing on opportunity, freedom, and mobility. 
➢ “AH.E.1.4 Compare how some groups in American society have benefited from 

economic policies while other groups have been systemically denied the same benefits.”  
➢ “AH.H.2.3 Distinguish the extent to which American foriegn policy has advanced the 

interests of historically privileged groups over the interests of historically marginalized 
groups.” 

➢ “AH.H.3.4 Compare how competing historical narratives of various turning points 
portray individuals and groups including marginalized people.” 

• In the standards for “WORLD HISTORY”, statements in the introductory remarks that explain:  
➢ “The course also explores underlying themes of: power and authority; change and 

continuity; human-environment interaction; globalization; cultural diffusion; and 
individual and group identity.” 

➢ “[I]t is important to note that this course is not designed to be a chronological study of 
history through periodization. The goal of this course is to blend the historical with the 
contemporary and current so that students begin to acquire an understanding of how 
the historical events and decisions of ancient, classical, and modern history have 
implications or lasting impacts that have influenced the world in which we currently live. 
It is important for students in today’s rapidly evolving global society to be able to 
understand the contemporary patterns and connections of globalization. Likewise, it is 
important they know that in order to do so, one must study the historical precedents 
and antecedents of those patterns and connections. Ultimately, students will be able to 
use this knowledge to understand and engage with the world as collaborative and 
productive global citizens who are knowledgeable of why history matters in a twenty-
first-century world.”  

• In the standards for both “WORLD HISTORY” and “CIVIC LITERACY,” there is a standard that 
advocates teaching activism similar to curriculum from Teaching Tolerance (a project of the 
Southern Poverty Law Center). The study of history is not about learning how to be an activist. 

➢ “Taking Informed Action: 
●   Generate ideas through which the inquiry facilitates change. 
●  Devise a plan to enact change based on the results of the inquiry. 

 ●  Organize and take individual or collaborative action in order to effect change 
and inform others.” 

 
We sincerely hope and pray that you as Board members will not adopt these highly politicized standards 
and will, instead, go back to the standards submitted on June 8, 2020.  We appreciate your 
consideration of our comments, and we thank you for your service to the children of North Carolina. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tami Fitzgerald,  
Executive Director 
 
tfitgerald@ncvalues.org 


