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FRED SWAYZE
Fred Swayze Jr., Council Representative from the 
Central New York (North)/
Local 277, is running for 
re-election this year for a 
four-year term on the Van 
Etten, NY Town Council. 
Swayze, who was elected 
to a one-year unexpired 
term last year, is running 
unopposed this year. 

Over the last year, Swayze has worked hard as a 
Town Councilman to reduce tax levy burdens – 
which he said are the highest in the State – and to 
ensure that the Town’s 2,000+ residents have good 
roads and fire/police services. In an effort to reduce 
the tax burden on local citizens, Swayze serves 
on the Van Etten Steering Committee to study 
consolidation of shared services with the Village of 
Van Etten and an upcoming election referendum on 
if the Village should be dissolved into the Town of 
Van Etten.

“I’ve lived in the town my whole life, my Dad was a 
Town Board member and I felt it was time to help 
my community in a different way,” said Swayze. “I 
always volunteered and was involved in coaching 
and directing youth sports, but being elected to the 
Town Board has taken it to a whole other level.” 

He said he is also focused on combating America’s 
opioid epidemic by working with other townships to 
share police patrol services to prevent the spread 
of the crisis to Van Etten, and installing a needle 
recovery program – like was implemented in the 
City of Ithaca – so that used needles do not get into 
the wrong hands. 

“It’s a small town in the southern part of New York, 
but like other places in the country, the economy is 
struggling, taxes are up and we have a lot of median 

income people,” said Swayze. “We are a small town, 
but we have the same large-scale problems as other 
areas of America.”

Swayze said that his career as a carpenter in the 
field and as a Council Representative prepared him 
to run for office and conduct himself professionally 
during Town meetings and events. 

“When I was working in field, I knew how to 
communicate on job sites, but I couldn’t have walked 
to someone’s door and asked them to vote for me,” 
said Swayze. “I couldn’t have walked into a meeting 
and discussed issues confidently. When I became 
a Council Representative, I got a lot of training to 
understand labor law, government, campaigning 
and organizing at training sessions at the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America 
(UBCJA) International Training Center and the 
Rutgers University Labor Academy. That really gave 
me the confidence to organize a campaign and 
conduct myself professionally in all settings.”

Swayze has been a Council Representative for the 
past four years and covers the Central New York 
area out of the Syracuse Team Room. He has been 
a member of UBCJA since 2005. During his last five 
years in the field, he served as a foreman and safety 
coordinator for John C. Lowery and was involved in 
numerous projects, including two phases of the 
Binghamton University Dorms and Collegetown 
Terrace Project in Ithaca, NY.

“Whether you are a Council Representative or 
working in the field as a carpenter, your community 
needs you and your leadership skills,” said Swayze. 
“I’d encourage other carpenters to get involved in 
their community in whatever way they can; whether 
it’s coaching a little league team, volunteering for 
the fire department or running for public office. By 
getting involved, you can make sure that the place 
you live is going in the right direction.”
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